Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



T .-*■/: 




t- 



r 






r 



3oo« i;L 






^ 






I» 



i 



'.I 



s 






i 



< 



TRAVELS 



tN SOKE PARTS t)» 



JffOBTH AMERICA, 



tH TBB TEAftH* 



N^' 



1804^ 1805, & ^0^, 

''7/ 

^Of ££T SUTCLIFZ 




frAIKTIO BT C. rSACOCK. at THE COVRAlfT-OPPTCl^ 

FOR 

W. AIBZANDER, AND SOLD pT HIM ; 

AT.SO BT DARTOH. HARVEY, AND DARTON, NO vS "' XV 

C:iIVXCIi*iTBBBT, AND WM. PHIIXIP8, OB0RCS-TA|lii^ 

|.9¥BARD-«TREET9 IK>lf|H)M, 







ENTERED at ST4TI0NERS' HJLL. 



PREFACE. 



J- HE narrative and observations now pre-* 
sented to the public^ were die fruits of a voyage 
undertaken solely, with commercial views. Tliey 
were written without any expectation of their be^ 
ing copied, and without the remotest thought of 
publication. But falling accidentally under the 
notice of the Editor, he wks pleased ^vith' peruising 
tliem, and believed that, if printed,* they wouli 
also be agreeable to many others. He accordingly 
communicated this idea to the writer, who, after 
considering the subject, with a proper degree of- 
modesty, consented to the proposal. • 

If the reader should derive' amusement or 
instruction from this work, he will naturally wish 
to kitow something respecting theraulhofT He is 
the second son of the IdteDoctor^Abrah'am Sutcliff, 
who practised, with mudi skill and reputation, as 
a physician, in Sheffield, and who died there about 
tSPvelre years since. At SheflSield, the author, who 

a S^ 



m^s bom and educated in the religious Society of 
jFriends^ served bis apprenticeship; and afterwards 

settled there in business as a merchant. In this 

» 

line he continued for several years^ and dealt ex- 
tensively with transatlantic connexions ; which, 
after some time^ rendered it expedient for him to 
make two voyages to America^ for the settlement 
of his affairs. Tbe latter voyage and the travels, 
subsequent to it^ comprise the transactions whicli> 
are now offered to tiie public. 

In the year IS06, the author returned tOi 
lEiUglandj and continued th^e till the year 1811^ 
when he conceived that a residence in Americai,, 
might prove more advantageous to him. He ac- 
jcordingly, with his wife and one daughter, the only, 
surviving child of a very numerous family, em- 
barked for New- York, in the sixth month last; 
%ith the view of settling in that' country. 

Whilst the author was in America, he had 
frequent intervals of leisure, which the nature of 
his mercantile concerns rendered unavoidable. Of 
some of tbese opportunities he availed himself^ to 
visit his connexions and friends in various parts of 
tke country ; having also the view of gratifying his 
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Curiosity, and enlarging the sphere of his informa-^ 
tion. Being a man of observation, of a strong • 
memory and benevolent disposition^. and having - 
formed an extensive acquaintance with respectable 
persons in America, by v^hom he Xvas treated writh 
kindness and attention; he seems to have* been 
qualified to render an account of his travels botiv 
pleasing and interesting; The Editor theV-efore^ 
ventures to presume, that many of the remarks 
and occurrences contained in this little volume, 
will prove useful as well as amusing to juvenile 
readers; and that they will' not be destitute of 
information- to pj^rsons of mature y^ars; The 
narrative appears^^to be judicious,- and is^ given 
with great simplicity; and the Editor has not the 
least doubt of its strict veracity. The anecdotes 
rise naturally from the subject, and are generally 
of a curious, novel, and instructive nature. They 
are numerous, and form a peculiar and striking 
feature of the work. On the whole, the Editor 
persuades himself, that these travels will not be^ 
tmacceptable to the generality of readers. 

9A Month, ISIU 
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JLHE chasms which sometimes appear in the 
^ates of these Travels^ arise from a wish to avoid the 
repetition of engagements, or of circumstances similar 
to what have been already described; or from the re- 
spective periods, not furnishing any thing sufficiently 
interesting to meet the public eye. 

The Prints which accompany the work, are taken 
from sketches drawn by the author himself, when on 
his travels.— As they were not executed in time for a 
description of them to be incorporated in the body of 
the work, it seems proper here to offer the following 

EXPLANATION of the PLATES: 

Plate I.— Frontispiece. 

A F^ria-House in the Genessee Country. 

•/The stumps that remain of trees which have beeif 
^rdled. This operation consists in taking oflf 2 or 3 
inches of the bark all round the trees ; in consequence 
of which they die and dre blovm down by the wind, leav- 
ing stumps remaining below the girdled part of the tree* 

b. A Worm Fence. This construction, likethe opera- - 
&ai just described; is a proof of the little value of ^ 
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thnber in the parts where these fences are commonly 
found. It consists of piles of rough rails, the encht of 
which cross each other at irregular angles, as obtuse as 
the requisite stability of the fence will allow, forming^ 
a zig-zag line of division. The fence is supported at the* 
angles by stakes driven into the .ground, and fastened^* 
to the upper timbers or rails. * 



Plate II.— Pa^e 7^- • 

American Friends going to Meeting in a settled Frosty- 

With their carnages placed on sledges, as described 
fi fO. This practice obtains not 5nly in the beaten^ 
toads round the cities; but m country places also> aft- 
the plata exhibits* . 

PtATBlH.— Ptf^Clll. 

Friends -Meeting-House at Merron, 

ttTith horses and carriages fastened to trees, &c. durii^: 

the time of Meeting. 

Plate W.—Page 154. 

t 
The Falls of Niagara. 

To do full justice to this amazing cataract, would ' 
require a much larger plate than can be given in this - 
little yelume. If the reader consults the description - 
and dimensions ^ven at p. 154, &c. it will scarcely to ' 
needful to make furUier observationi 
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Plate V. — Page 203. 

An Indian Family on a Journey. 

This plate may compensate for the omission of the 
ofiecdotes, which the author. has alluded, to, but not 
given, in page 203« 

• . . • • • 

V 

Plate VI.— P^gc 265. 

American Friends going to Meeting in Summer; 

The open carriages described in this plate^ are called 
waggons, and the best of them Jersey waggons. They 
are made very light, hung on springs with leather 
, bFaceSy and travel very pleasantly. They are covered 
at the top with canvas painted. On the sides there are 
three rows of curtains, and those in the outer row are 
likewise of canvas painted. Those of the middle row 
ajre made of lin^n, and the inside curtains are green 
kiize. The season and weather regulate >the use of 
them«- 
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CHAPTER I, 

The author leaves home. Peak in DerhyshirC'^Manches^ 
ter'^liverpooU^Transactums hrfore the voyage^^Sets 
sail from that port, '^Occurrences on the voyage,'^* 
Arrival at Nero-York.. 

^2d of the Sth * Month, 1804. 
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FTER having taken leave of my relations and 

friends in SheflSeld, I left home vi ith my wife and 

children. As our road lay through Castleton, we 

visited Peak's Hole, which was a great gratification 

* To those who may not be accustomed to designate thtt 
MoDths by their Dnmerical namesy the following Table may 
be Bsefol : 

The ist b commonly called Jamiary 

2d February, • 

3d • March. 

4th • April. 

Mh May. 

6th ••• Junp* 

7th •• July. 

8th • August. 

9th •• • September. 

10th October. 

11th Novemberi 

12th .....,,., Deceiii\»«r. 

A 
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to the children, who had nevej.fe^for^ Sec» a ua^ural 
curiosity of equal interest. Tlie habitations within 
the cavern, with the manufactoiy of pack-thread 
tliat was carrying on there^ had a very singular and 
striking effect, which had something in it more like 
a dream or a vision, than a transaction of real life. 
Yet I did not perceive pn tlie countenances of 
those who were employed in tiiis subterraneous 
abode, less appearxmce of being happy or cheerful, 
tjxan w^e see upon the. feces we meet in the 
crowded streets of towns and cities :— Such is the 
force of habit. • 

After taking 3pnie refreshmeat, we set out upon 
our next stage; and, believing it would be some 
relief to the horses, I walked up th^ Winyards, 
which, though a laborious walk, is far from b^ing 
an unpleasant one* This is, perhaps, one of tlie 
most romantic roads in this country, on account of 
the steep and lofty mountains through which it 
\vinds its way ; and, after having ascended tli^ 
summit, a very different scenery is preselited to 
the view : The most fruitful- and populous part of 
the counties of Lancaster and Chester lying in 
full prospect before the eye of the traveller, pre- 
sents something like the appearance of one vast 
city intermi:^ed with fields and woods.. 

■ 

4 

In the evening, we arrived safe at Manchester. 
TTiere we were hospitably ientertaihed at the house 
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of T. H. jun. and were kmdly shown through his 
bleachiiigy dying, and printing worka. We werfe 
also shown a beautiful collection of dryed speci- 
mens of berbSy flOwers, &i^. thfe production of 
Botany Bay* Thcie he had received from an 
ingenious ybting man who had been transported 
into that country when but a boy, on a charge 
of pilfbring ; of which, I understood, it was ge- 
nerally believed he was innbcentr His habits of 
industry and care did not forsake him, although 
thrown amongst such a* set of companiotis as Botany 
Bay and a Tran8t>ort Ship m*y be supposed to 
furnish ; sind, in h fbw yekh, he had acquired 
property to a coH/Mct^U ainbufttc 

&th Monti, isd. Having concludfed to taie ouf 
passage in one of the jiacket-bo^ts which go be* 
twecB Maftdiester and Wahingtori; T. H. kindly 
accoihhiodated ntf Atith his sociable iat^ wsKteiv 
aide. . We got into tHe pac;k!^, and had' sr ^Ikisant 
^ nearly to Warringiori, when^ we dhi'ed, beiiig 
about 18 milear. Thisr is an easy mdde of travelling 
both as to expeitr^e and fatigue; and >^^ upon tf 
canal like tha^ of the Duke of Bridgewater's, and 
in' siich- k country as mat throng which w^ 
sailed this day, die weather at the same time beir^ 
fine ifnd cleat, it t^ould Scarcely be otfafei^ise thatf 
very pleasant. In die evening we smrivM at 
Liverpool, and took up our quarters at our cousin 
X • i5« s» • A ^ 
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5th Month, 24th and 25th, were spent at Liver- 
pool, in preparation for my intended voyage to 
America. 

5th Month, 26th. Being the first day of the week, 
we attended the meetings at Liverpool, and spent 
the rest of the day at our cousin A. B.'s, at Mile- 
end, near Liverpool ; where we had the company of 
Captain R. B. of the Romulus, an agreeable, con* 
sistent friend, from Hudson City, in the State of 
New- York. 

5th Month, 27th. In the morning cousin T. B. 
kindly conducted me to the Lyceum ; a splendid 
public establishment of the nature of a news-room 
or coffee-house, and library. Afterwards, accom- 
panied by my wife and children, we paid a visit to 
ike Asylum for the Blind ; an institution well worthy 
the support of the wealthy, where many persons 
who have lost their sight, are instructed in various 
^branches of business, by which they are enabled to 
pass their time usefully, and agreeably to them- 
selves. After visiting this institution, we walked 
to the Botanic Garden. Our relation being a sub- 
scriber, had the priviledge of introducing u^^^a^ 
Strangers ; and we spent a pleasant hour or two, 
having, in the compass of a few acres of land, an 
opportunity of seeing a vast variety of plants, flowers^ 
i^rnbs, and trees, natives of etery quarter of the 
world, aHve and flourishing as in the countries 
Irom which they are brought. Amongst them I 
noticed the banana and the sugar cane. 



Aft€t visitmg these nbble inStitiitioris, bur fe^l- 
mgs were harrowed by seeing ah unfeeling ^ress- 
gang dragging along a friendless poor man, whom 
diey'had just Hunted down in tlie streets. 

5tK Month, ^^th. This day I paid a visit to 
Captain N. on hoard his ship called the Laura; 
and, after some conversation with him and his 
agent, J. C. concluded to take my passage in hex 
to New-York ^ for which I paid 3d guineas, 

5th month J 9Qth. In the aftenioon of this day, 
I was requested by the Captain to be in readiness 
to go on board in the evening ; accordingly, after 
taking leave of my wife, children, and hospitable 
relations, I went on board, accompanied by my 
fellow-passengers, who were J. W. jun, and J. L. 
both of Philadelphia; J. F. of Leeds, and W. W. 
of New Orleans^ After sleeping that night on 
board, the wind proving contrary, and there being 
no appearance of a change, we all came on shore 
in the morning, and I returned to my wife and 
children^ This was, I believe, an agreeable disap- 
pointment to all of us, as the prospect of so long a 
voyage, and the probability that we might never 
see each other more, on this side the grave, had sat 
r&ih'efheaH/ily'upbii som6 of oUi- minds' at' pi^t^ing 
the evehirig" befbfe ; antd no^if^ to ha^r'e alm6st'' U 
cerfeintjr or landing anotheV daywifh^my wi!^^ 

A- 3 -- 
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children^ and near relatives^ seemed to me a pTivi* 
lege almost invaluable. 

5th Month, 30th, I spent this day with my wife 
and children, in the family of my kind relatives ; 
and so pleasant it was to me^, that it was like the 
addition of one day to my being in the world. 

5th Mojithy S\st. This morning my wife and 
children, with part of cousin B/s family, and 
M. M. of Rochdale, accompanied me on board 
the Laura, then lying about a mile from Liverpool, 
near the Cheshire shore. As our boat passed by 
the Princess, a ship of war, then lying in the 
Mersey, we were a little entertained by the ship^s 
crew being ordered to man the rigging, just as we 
were alongside of them. In a few moments after 
the word of command was given, the shrowds of 
eveiy mast appeared covered with seamen, from the 
deck to the heads of the masts ; having the ap- 
pearance of three lofty pyramids ; each begmning 
with a iile of men at the bottom, and finishing at 
the top with a single individual. After spending 
about an hour, and taking some refreshment or: 

lK)ard the Laura, we all returned safe to liverpool, 
^here I slept this night. 

\st of 6th Month, 1804. The wind becoming 
jnore favourable, we received orders to be ready 
to go on board again in the evening ; so I again 
$OQk have of my wife and childr^; but as 1 |l^ 
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before to return on shore, and the winds con- 
tinued variable, there was a probability that I 
might have to return to them again in the mom- ^ 
ing. These circumstances took away a little of the 
edge of our anxiety at parting, and rendered it not 
quite so formidable as our first taking leave on the 
29th ult. My cousin T. B. and W, B. accom- 
panied us to the water-side, where a boat was 
waiting for us. We got safe to the vessel, which 
lay at anchor the whole of this night. The next 
morning, being .6th Month, £d, as the seamen 
were raising the anchor, we were visited by R. B. 
who kindly came at six o'clock in the morning 
to inquire after our welfare. What little wind 
we had was favourable ; and it being a clear and 
beautiful summer's day, the town of Liverpool, 
and country on both sides the Mersey, appeared 

to great advantage as we sailed down the river, 

■ 

After passing a little way into the Irish Channel 
our Captain sent away the Pilot. On the Pilot's 
leaving our ship, the Captain requested that when 
he got to his own vessel he would not present our 
seamen with a bbttle of spirits as was conuuonly 
done in such cases, alleging that his men were 
already so intoxicated they were scarcely able • 
to w6rk the ship. This circumstance, though 
seemingly of small importance, had nearly been of 
serious coni^equence to us ; and, for a time, there 

ffeemed some danger of a mutiny wiou^st. tbfl 



ih^. Sifch' was the ^5«rties(s whieR it jJrddUc^, 
thtit, daring tire wSole voyage, tfiey stIrHenry re- 
"ftisfed line customary alloNvance frohi tfie Ca^taift, 
x)f a" bottle' of brandy at .riiie end 6f eVery weelc;^ 
tiii&f at one tiitie, a ringHeader in the bMAesfe, vfhb> 
fiad formerly si^rvdd on- board ar sfiip of war^ 
♦broke out into very' abusive latigu^ge to* the Cap-- 
tfefe, arid rietit^d hirti in smcb a mSntf^r that thei^ 
Mfas some danger of the Captain firing his pist<5l 
-at hitn. J \Vks' sorry to find' that this mati haii 
been favoured with ail education in ourSociety^. 
tind that his moflier was a valuable fi-iend. Not- 
M4thstanding his bad conduct towards the Captain^ 
W always behaved' with kindries^s ahd attention 
to me whenevi^i' I c^nle in his way, and when 1 
^|5oke to hiiri^ which I did, ^several times, endea- 
vouring tb convince liiin of the impropriety of 
liis conduct, in thus doing his utmost to break in* 
upon that subordination which was necessary to» 
be maintained in every ship« 

After the pilot had left u», we proceeded along: 
ihe Welch coast, havnig the mduntaius of North. 
Wales ui ftiU view during the whole of the day^ 
The weather being calnl and clear, it is scarcely 
in the power of word^' to describe the grari-^ 
deur of the prospect, which* indeed' was such 
that we could' hardly regirtt the slow prbgresa 
we made. In thef afte<'n6'on, when opposite one 
c/ tbe bigllidst' nibiiiitain&;; ^^e ^'er€ alirihed by 
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tie noise of a heavy discharge of cannon, from 
one or two vessels which were some distance 
a-head of us. At first we supposed it to be an 
engagement between an English and a French 
privateer ; but, on coming nearer, we had reason 
to believe they were two slave ships, which had left 
Liverpool a little before us, and had taken, the 
opportunity of scaling their great guns, and exer- 
cismg their men, when in a situation that would 
produce the greatest echo and noise ^ a disposition 
very prevalent in the world. 

The night coming on, the beautiful and romantic 
Welch scenery was hid from us, and, next morning, 
having made but little progress during the night, 
we found ourselves nearly opposite to Holyhead. 
Having been favoured with a smooth sea, we 
escaped sickness, and sat down to breakfast with 
some appetite. Before we rose from table, a ship 
that was coming up the Channel, put out her boat 
and made a signal to speak with us. Our vessel 
was accordingly managed in a way to put them 
to as little trouble as possible ; and they soon 
reached us. On their coming on board, we found the 
ship was the Liverpool, from New-York to Liver- 
pool ; and the Captain being an old acquaintance 
of the Master of our ship, they were rejoiced to 
see each other. After an exchange of intelligence 
and news papers, we parted from her, and sailed 
dowly round the head of Holy-head, aud aooti bad 
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a fine prospect of Caernarvbii Bay ; but befoi'^ the 
evening closed, the sky was overcast, ahd th6 witid' 
got up, so that we were under the necessity of 
taking in a great part of bur sails ; - and several of 
us began to be very i^ick. 

In the course of the night, which was very dark^ 
the wind became contrary; and it was with great 
difficulty we got through the narrow part of thJB' 
Channel, near St. David's Kead, without fairly 
putting back towards Liverpool, The passage 
was not accomplished, without several times tack- 
jng from one coast to the other ; and, could I have 
had the management, I would gladly have put the 
ship into Milford Haven, r.nd did advise tlie Captain- 
to do it. However,, we had cause to be thankful 
ttat we got well out of this narrow sea, allliougb 
not without imminent danger of losing our cabm- 
boy, who was washed overboard as he was carrj'- 
ing the knives and forks from the caboose to the 
cabin ; but, in passing through the railing, he got 
entangled amongst some fopes which hung from 
the rail, and was thus providentially preserved. 
IVearly our whole stock of table knives and forks 
were lost, which was a great inconveniency to us, 
Specially being just at the commencement of our 
voyage ; however 1 did not regret thp loss of the 
knives and forks, seeing the boy's life was preserved. 
This accident made so strong an impression upon 
the poor lad, that ]^e never recovered his spirits 
during the voyage. 
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Our iir£t mate being an active ^lan, made us p 

few table forks frqm an old barrel boop, using the 

anchor as sm a^vil. Ibese, with our pocke^ 

knives, served as a substitute for those we had lost. 

. . . * 

This little occurrence manifests the propriety of 

passengers providing the^^elves each with, ai^ 

extra knife and jforL 

About tv^'o days after tjiisy we got clear of both 
&e English and Irish coast, and made a rapid 
progress oo our way across the Ajdantic. There 
seemed every probability of our being favoured 
ivith a short passage ; but, in a voyage at sea, as 
in the voyage of life, it often happens that our 
prospects are not realized. 

After about two weeks of fair wmd in the gen&« 
« lal, we bc^an to experience hard gales, and froni 
iinfavourable quarters ; so that for a week or ten 
days, we made but little way. The patience of our 
Captain being a good deal tried, and his temper 
somewhat soured, he was liable to use harsh lan- 
guage to his people, and particularly to a black 
man who was 'stewi^'d of the ship. On one occasion,' 
1ke ship had laid to for several .hours, not being 
able to carry any sail, excepting a single one to- 
steady her. in this state she was left to drift be- 
fore the wind, which viras then, to use the Captain's* 
'Qxpressioh, blowing a hurricane, and she was ot 
course a good deal agitated^ "J^e waves, according' 
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to the seamen's phrase^ were running mountains 
high. It happened, under these circumstances, that 
one of the passengers, by a sudden roll of the ves- 
sel, was near beipg thrown down the stairs into the 
caHn ; but, catching hold of the mahogany hand 
raSl, he saved himself at the expense of breaking 
the rail. This the Captain did not observe till night 
when we were all seated in the cabin. Then 
he fell upon the poor black man, with vio- 
lent and abusive- language, charging him wth 
breaking the rail. After his passion was somewhat 
subsided, I told him that I was a witness that the 
black man was innocent of what he had charged 
him with; that, considering the kind of day we had 
passed over, there was great cause to be thankful no 
other damage had been sustained than the breaking 
ef the hand rail, and that, so far from giving way 
passion at trifling things in such a time as this, our 
Blinds ought rather to be impressed with gratitude,, 
fiiat we had been providentially preserved through 
the storm. ^ 
^ .. 

At first, the Captain seemed offended at my free- 
dom, and turned from me in displeasure. Nothing 
more was said at that time; however, after we were 
9II in bed, and the passengers mostly asleep, he 
called to me, and, on my answering him, he said, 
that he i^yas convinced of the justice of my obser- 
^tioQs; was obliged tome for the hints I had 
dropped^ and that he was sorry for his having 
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given way \o passion, vihen far other sentiments 
ought to have possessed his mind. This acknow* 
ledgement was ingenuous on the part of the Cap* 
tain ; and I believe he slept no worse for it. 

. In the course of the day, when the weather had 
cleared up, altho' the wind still blew very hard^ and 
^e waves were rolling along in awfal grandeur; 
while the ship was yet lying to and drifting before 
the wind, the other pass^igers and myself went upon 
'die upper part of the quarter deck, that we might 
have a fiill ^w of the sea when thus agitated, and 
Appearing in ^dl its majesty. There is something in 
*such a scene exceedingly humiliating. The most 
j>owerful of pien, when dius bafBed, and riding on 
the waves, every moment in danger of being swal- 
lowed up, are indeed but ** as the small dust of the 
balance." Every sensible mind, when placed in 
'situations like these, must be alive to the senti- 
ment which that expression conveys. As we thus 
istood admiring how every wave, after rolling 
along in majestic greatness, seemed to break at 
•our feet before it reached the ship, the first mate, 
who was on the watch, called out aloud, for every 
'one to ^ke care of himself^ Obsei-ving that he ran 
^nd placed himself under die quarter boards, nesn* 
*one of the stansions, I immediately followed his 
example, and, taking fast hold of the ropes, sat 
do^vn by him ; which I had scarcely done before one 

a 
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of these huge waves rolled completely over the ship ; 
and we were, for a short time, overwhelmed by it. 
Such was the force with which it struck the ship, 
that she reeled to the other side, and really trembled 
under the stroke. One of the passengers having iiis 
back towai'ds it, and not hearing the mate's warning, 
was struck down with so much violence, and pre* 
cipitated to the other side of the vessel with so much 
force, that -his head, striking against one of the 
quarter Jboaids, broke the board in pieces ; and a 
pair of cloth pantaloons which he hei^d in his hands 
at the time were washed overboard. Indeed we had 
great caus^o.be thankful to Divine Providence, that 
.we escaped without further loss or damage; and it 
was matter of admiration to me, that, whilst buried 
in the wave, my mind was preserved from any cou« 
i&iderable fear or anxiety as to the consequences 

At this time, we were, I believe, in the gulf 
stream; for as the water passed over us it felt as 
warm as new milk. The ship reeled so much to 
one side, at the stroke of the sea, that we had a 
second inamersion as she righted^ after recovering 
from the shock. As it had blown a hard gale all 
the preceding night, the ocean was become so very 
roij^h pf^tty early in die morning, diat a heavy sea 
broke through the cabin windows, and rolled into 
the beds on one side of the diip; which occasioned 
a great alarm ; and I have seldom seen men rise 
fiiore qidckly from tb^ \)e^ ^^ ^>3>x ^^rn^^ous 
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did on that side of the cabin. A little time after the 
storm Had subsided^ and the sea was became calm, 
we were eiftertained with the sight of a number of 
flpng fish, which, from time to time, continuetl 
to rise out of the sea, and after taking short flights, 
dropped again into the water. These flying fish ap- 
peared to be pursued by a number of dolphins, 
w4iich, for a considerabli^ time, kept company w4th 
die ship, so as to give us a fall^ opportunity of ob- 
serving their beautSiil colours, continually changing 
to the various tints of azure, green and gold. The 
gold fishes, which we see confined^iii glkss jars, are 
very beautiful ; but not at all to be compared with 
the dolphin, which is, besides, a much larger fish ^ 
generally weighing 8 or 10 pounds. Our seamen 
caught several of them, and we foimd them very 
good eating. Although the colours of the dolphin 
are exceedingly beautifuf while alive and in motion 
in the sea, yet they are still more extraordinaiy when 
the fish is taken out of the water, and is in the 
agonies 'of death; displaying then, every colour of 
the rainbow, changing in rapid succession as long 
as life remains. As the dolphins were in pursuit 
of the flying fisB, so the dolphins in their turn were 
pursued by the sharks; and such is the activity of 
these voracious animals in seizing their pey, that, 
whilst one of our people was dragging, up a dolphin^ 
as quickly as he possibly could, a huge shark put up 
his monstrous jaws and' snatched the fish fcom 
the hoQk» B 2 
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The voracious shark also had his enemies; for 
the sailors, by throwing out pieces of meat, enticed 
him to copie so near the ship, that one of the com^ 
pany who stood upon the main-chains had an op* 
portunity of casting the noose of a strong rope over 
his head ; and the other end oi the rope being 
passed through a block, he was quickly hoisted upon 
^deck, where he lay some time striking the boards 
with his tail with great violence. It was curious to 
see the agitation of the little pilot fishes, whichi 
accompanied the shtu'k; and when he was dragged 
out of the water, they seemed to use their best 
endeavours to follow him. 

The pilot fish is something like the mackerel ; 
but of a ^smaller size. On the shark's being thrown 
upon the deck, several sucking fish fell from him 
about 8 or 10 inches in length. Hiese fishes. I 
^should suppose, are a considerable annoyance to the 
shark, sticking close to various parts of his body 
like a leech. The Captain not being willing that he 
should be killed, on account of the dirt and disagree- 
able smell that he wx)uld make ; and the sailors not 
being willing that he should escape punishment, 
wantonly tied a piece of wood about the size of a 
<;ommon oar to his tail, and then hoisted him again 
and let him into the $ea. Notwithstanding he had 
been out of the water more than a quarter of an 
hour, the moment he reached the sea^ he dived 
^ato the deep with the incuHibittaee ^\. ids tail, 
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apparentlj^widi the greatest ease, and. was out of. 
sight iaa few seconds* 

Of the various kinds of fishes we saw oA our pas-< 
sage^ porpoises were the most common. They are 
large, wei^iing from .20 to SO stone; yet we fre- 
quently saw laxge shoals of them, extending as far* 
as the eye could reach, and all driving aloi^ io^ 
one direction; frequently leaping quite out of the. 
water^.and oftea passing close by the ship, so as to. 
afford the sailorr an* opportunity:- of striking them, 
widi the harpoon and' drawing them on board. 
Some of .the p^fie, I observed, were partial to^ 
the heart and liver of this fish when fried, as*- 
serting that theywere scarcely to be distinguished 
fsom those of a hog when dressed in the same 
way. At one time we^wese entertained by the 
sight of several .ii^diales^ five of which passed close. 
to the ship, qporting and fOHing. along wi&in a 
f#w yards of us; makin^a loud noise in snorting 
and spouting up the water from a hole in their 
fgrdieads. These cseatures were of large bulk^. 
and appeared exceedingly fat and sleek; their 
akin* shinii^ a» if vamishedw 

Although there does not appear any place of "^ 
rest for fowls in the wide ocean, yet numbers of 
them are diiily seen riding like pieces of cork on 
the loftiest waveS; and in the mo»t tempestuous t 
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weather. Tbese are mostly of the petrel tribe, 
although sea-gulls are often se^n at a great dis- 
tance from landj especially on the banks of New* 
ibundlana and in approaching didm. 

In passing these banks it is wbhderful to see the 
thick fog which gieneralty prevails, s6 that, in a mora* 
ii^, the rig^ng and sails of the ship would'b^ drip-^ 
ping wet, as though they had been in a heavy diower 
during the night. In addition, the weather was so 
cold that it was Very uncomfortabfe to be without 
fire, although it was the ifaiddk of sumnieiv and 
we were many degrees itiore to the southward 
than England. Ttese heavy *fogs, when se^n at a 
distance had many times much tfa« appearance of 
land ; and about the time of A^ setting sun, they 
presented a great variety cf appearances. Some- 
times we might ims^gine we had the sight of a 
splendid city, with tOwe^s, domes, and steeples, 
rising before us ; and, in a while, the whole would 
entirely vanish, and leave nothing to be seen but 
the wide extended ocean, bounded by the horizon* 

Being detained nearly two weeka m the gulf 
ftream, by light and contrary winds, our Captain 
began to be anxious abotit the provisions and water, 
in consequence of which he put the men upon their 
allowance of beef and pork^ which were now 
handed to them by. weight; and we ourselves were . 
prohibited the use of fre^h xyaterj in ^va^hii^ our 






bndld anil faces, aiid were obliged tb vtn^ tte sea 
water, vrbicli is far from being pleasant. « Besides; 
baving had a considerable loss by the breakage of 
ale and porter bottles, owing to their having been 

r 

put up when the liquor was new, the passengers 
and officers of the ship were obliged to submit to' 
a certain allowance of these articles; and' we now 
began to be more frugal of our fresh proirisionsf^^ 
than heretofore. 

While our time y^ Am passing on in the gulf 
stream, we were under some apprehensions of * be^ 
mg carried oiit of ottr cdwfie ^y the tsurreivt; and^ 
die sea^bem^ oftenas'SihOothaS' a fish-pond, w(^ 
occasionally hoisted out tlie boat, and ibking ail^ 
iron pot, let it dowQ into the sea, by which means' 
die direction of the eilrrent was ascertained. 
Some of us were at the trouble of sealing up af 
botde, inclosing a paper containing the latitude 
and longitude ; and, adding our names and places 
of abode, we requested that the person who* 
might pick it up would inform any of the parties. 
Although we had no great expectation ot hearing 
more of this bottle alter it wa^^ thrown into the 
sea, yet I had ndt been long m America before* 
the paper was handed to me, having been picked 
up on the sands near Newport, in Rhode Island.^ 
Hius, contrary to the received opinion respecting' 
the current of the gulf stream, it had been carried' 
in a nprtb-^resterl; direction. Thti^ t^ttm^^ 



way of accountmg fqr this circumstance, but b}i 
supposing that the acticMi of the wind had made^ 
the bottle deviate ifrom the cpi^ri^e of the stream. 

Having coi^iderable time on our hands, we, 
amused ourselves in little experiments o£ this sort^ 
Several times, we sunk well-corked empty bottles. 
to a coni^derable depth into the sea; and although; 
great care was taken to have the corks tight and. 
sealed, yet it was invariably the case, when drawn 
vp again, that the corks were. found pushed iato 
tJie bottles, or that the bottles had filled with water, 
liy its passing .through th^ pores pf .the|/:ork. I have*, 
already, observed that. the water in the gcdf stream; 
'^as Mrarm asv new milk; but on sinking a ther-; 
jBioiheter 3orae depth ia the sea, and hastily draw- 
Si^ it up again,, we foiiiyl that the water below* 
was as cold as in any other part 

Aftei a tediouis time spent in the gulf stream, we; 
^t length arrived oi> the coast of North America ^ 
and oa 1st day morning,.the 29th of the 7th Month, 
we were favoured with the sight of Long Island. 
A little after noon,, we ran ^lose in shore, so muchr 
so that the ship was hastily pat about, or she* 
would have touched the bottom in a few mmutes;: 
for, in turning round, she raked up the mud, 
so. much as to discolour the water to a con** 
riderable degree: however we were soon indeep-- 
W^terafpin, T^ti^; ^Aer having been for ^.^eek& 
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at sea, where the eye had been almost "wearied 
with a continued sameness of prospects, and after 
having had, for several hours, the delightful pro- 
spect of famirhouses and plantations, we again 
launched into the wide ocean. To be thus 
snatched from green fields and woods, and cheer- 
ibl habitations, wa» a trial of patience to some of. 
cmr companions; and, all the afternoon,.! noticed 
an amdoof looking towards the land| in most of us. 

Ihe next morning, about four o'clock, 7di 
Month, dOth, I was waked by the report of .a 
great gtttt, which was fcdiowed by considerable 
bustle upon deck. After getting up, I understood 
diat a shot had been fired over us by an English 
frigate, called the Boston, which, in company with 
tbe Leander and Cambrian men of vi^ar, and Driver 
sloop of war, was then cruizing near us; and 
as the cannon-ball that was fired over us, was an 
earnest of what we might expect if we did not 
stop to receive an officer from the frigate, the 
topsails were immediately backed, and we short- 
ened sail that they might have an opportunity of 
coming to us. A Lieutenant and Midshipman 
were sent on board. After spending about half 
an hour in conversation with us, and exchanging 
intelligence and newspapers, they left the ship; 
and, at parting, observed that they believed all our 
seamen were Citizens of the United States, and 
ftereforfe did not wish to ixanvme fticift \ Vox 
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that they hope^i we wouW not hoist our sails untir 
we had a signal from the frigate ^n which was com- 
plied with^. 

We wene now again in sight of land, being near 
Sandyhook. Having a fine ^iew of the Jers^ 
Mountains, and it being a clear summer's momr 
ing, the country before us appeared exceedii^ly 
beautiful. In approaching the shore we observed 

.an appearance not less beautiful in what I believe 
is called a land-loom. The whole country ap- 
peared to, be reflected in the atmosphere; some- 
thing like ^wbaJ: we see from the banks ot^nvet^^, 

:When objef^ts are reflected in the water«.| .But 
here,, instead of die.imagf^ appearing in tha water 
imited^At bot;tom^to-the<>ly^cts/tte^ were all r©- 

.flieoted in the air, with, their tops dpwnwards; and 

each reflection seeming .to touch the toj> pf tb^ 
object .reflected:. :, 

The different: ships -of war, which I have ju&t 
mentioned, made a very gay appearance; for 
the weather being: fine and clear, and but little 
wind, they had most: of their sails spread> and 
continued sailiiig to and. fro before Saiidyhook; 
tlie Never- sink Mountains being in the back 
ground. Their object was to watch two French 
frigates then lymg^ in. New-York, as the lieutenant 
of the Boston informed us, and, at the same time, 
to examine all American ships in order to discover 
if there were any of the sub^cU oi Great Britwp. 
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serving on board, with a view to Impress thenu 
It appeared to be an arduous and delicate situa- 
tion in which the Commander of these diips wa« 
placed. Having to fulfil, the orders of 4ii8 Govern- 
ment on the one hand, and. being- in danger of 
giving offence to die Americans on die odier, it 
seemed impossible for him to steer clear, unless 
possessed of a verj^uncommon riiare ^f prudence 
and tliscretion* 

fn saifing up to New-Yoilr, We parsed Iby die 
two French frigates, called the Didon and the 
^Sybille. They appeared to be very fidl of men- 
Soon after ibur o'dock in the afternoon, we ar- 
«ived at diat 'city; and on 'coming along-«ide the 
ivharf, we were handed on i^re l^ J. W. who 
Jdndly conduct^ us to our qolartefs, md we were 
soon after joined by A. B. who" drank tea and 
mpent the evening widi us. Thus, after a passage 
of 58 days, we were favoured to land safe in 
America, for which we have abundant -cause to be 
-diankful. In passing through the streets to our 
lodgings, I was struck with the great variety 
of fruit exposed for sale; such as pine-apples, 
Aieloos of various kinds, peaches. See.' &c. Me- 
l<ms and pine-apples I bou^t for Sd. or 4d« each, 
4Mad other fruit in prc^portion. On going to bed 
:this ovening, I found that after being so long 
babitoated to die motion of the du^i \ CQ>9^ 
get scarcely any sleep. 
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CHAPTjER II. 



JTaiyYorl.'^Philaiklphia.^Accouftt of the Mammoth,^** 
Narris TQom,^^Spnkg Mill Feny.-^Pkiladelphia.^i 

'. Biarlmgtott0^AoJHnfjtmiK€Si>Yorkif^^£akmore9 Waskr 
: ingtoJL^-^AlexaHdria. 

. ,7th Month, Sist, 1804. This movni^ I was 
conducted by my companions to one of the Public 
Baths kept in the city of New-York. These 
®i|ths ^*e m^n. 9^ pim I hiid 4ot «eeii before. On 
ieacb si^i.qf.a long {and spacic^us pasj^iigei is $. 
rapgeiof jsQifaUrrQoinS; in ea^ of wbCli i^ a Bath 
.sufficieqt ta ^^f^m^v^^te ^ue person ; with suit- 
^e.conv^^ces for :djFessing and undressing. On 
(ihe/ side .of e^ch; Badi are two brass cocks, the 
jDBe.fuvnil^g^^^nn and {he other cold water; so 
ithat rirtie jfc^^r; jin^y.have the water jat what tern- 
tpeiratiirQ*. )ie; pleases. lli^Fe is «lj9o a valve, by 
£in^U3 Ojf . whi^, if. ^re is /more vyater than is 
ideaisaaty he irmy let. pavt of it out. Some of these 
iBatfa3^e;miadejo£;whi^.nifti'ble; and are so con- 
;«tmcted}that api^rson may lie down, .or sit in them. 
.So gratefiuil il is to remain a conaiderable time m 
•llkm, ,m the, w%rm *?a3oa of the year, that it 
,is.u common praclke. for Jbadiers te take books 
;with:jthem to read, vi^e they thus indulge them- 
selves iQ. die Bath. There are also: Baths in a 
' difibrenit(£art ofilbe house set apart for female^. 
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After spending a little time at the Bath, we re- 
turned to breakfast. On sitting down to it^ I 
could not avoid noticing the difference there was 
betwixt an Americaa and an English breakfast 
table; and I took out ffiy pencil and put down the 
different articles that were on the table before me, 
which were intended for four persons only. The 
articles were as follows :— coffee and tea, with rolls, 
and bread and butter, broiled fish, veal cutlets, 
hung beef, boiled eggs, a small species of lobster, 
radishes, and bjiack-berries. The butter brought 
upon (be table, had a piece of ice placed upon it, 
which is a general practice in this coutitry, during 
ifae summer. This keeps the butter as cool and 
hard as in winter* Most of diis day was spent in 
passing our luggage through the custom-house;; 
and, it is but Justice to the revenue officers iu 
this country tq notice, tfiat fliey are very obliging 
in dieir behaviour ; and, being allowed handsome 
flsdaries, they are not in th^ practice of taking 
fees or bribes* 

• Sth Month, 1st, Being invited by F, T, I ac- 
companied him to his country-house, about two 
miles above New-York, on the East River, where 
I spent the evening and slept. Being in the heat 
of summer, and near the tide waters, I was con-* 
siderably annoyed with musquitoes. I returned 
with F. T. to New- York the next nioniing, and, 

c 
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aft^r atteneBhg the montMy meeting ^there, dined 
at J. B/s. The next day I set out in the 
ftiail st^ge for Philadelphia, in company with 
J. L. and J..F. On our way, we dined at Newarl^ 
at Archibald Gifford's Tavern, and reached 
Prince Town to supper. The country we passed 
through was pleasantly diversified with hill and 
dale ; and the luxuriant appearance of the iields 
fijf Indian com, had a very striking effect upon one 
^ho has not been much out of England. The 
situatiqus ^nd appearances of Newark and Prince 
Town, are plarticularly beautiful. 3ut it was 
quite dark before we reached Trenton, so that our 
coachman was unable to see his way, in driving 
into the ferry-boat; and the wheels on one 
Sjide of the carriage passing into the boat whilsj; 
jthose op die otl\er side went into the Delaware, we 
narrowly escaped a plunge into the water. The 
passengers usually keep their seats in the carriage 
while it is ferried ovej dve rivers in this country; 
and, in generd, the horses are so well tcained, that 
they are driven in and out of the boats without 
any difficulty. On finding ourselves in this perilous 
situation, we all ^ot out of .the carriage into the 
boat as well as we CQuld; which was no very easy 
task^ as it ^as quite dark, and we were without 
lamp lOr candle. The driver putting back his 
horses, got clear of the boat, and in his second 
attempt drove fairly into it, and w^ crossied the 

liver without further accideat. 
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Hie vxext mornings the 4th of 8th Month, we 
got safe to Philadelphia to' breakfast. Here I 
met with my brother J.S. and cousin T.W. whom* 
i accompanied to S. B/s, in- Arch-street, where* 
I took up' my lodgingis. The streets of PHiladel-* 
phia all mn parallel, or cross each other at riglif 
angles, and many of tBem are planted wdth a row 
of trees on each side. In walking, along them, t 
was a good deal entertained with 'the loud, and* 
dmost incessant chirping wluch is heard from the" 
trees i» the evening, after sun-set; aind which I un-' 
derstood' was chiefly occasioned by.tlie tree frog. 
This species of frog nrakes its abode amongst tlie 
branches of the trees, and makes a very considera-" 
ble noise in the evening. 

Bth Month, 5ik. T attended the North Division 
monthly meeting; and, being kindly invited, I 
dlned'and drank tea at J. W/s, where I met with 
R. J.— M. R.— S; S. and T. S. The company of 
so many friends, whom I had seen and knowri in 
England^ was very pleasant.- 

On the 6th of the 8tfi Month, I attended tlie 
quarterly meeting for Philadelphia, which, though 
one of the largest in America, did not continue 
more than one hour and a half, there being but* 
litde business before* it, besides answerinig. thd^ 
queries. As this was likely to be a very abundant 

c 2 
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fruit year, and many friends had large orchards^ 
some individuals very pressingly cautioned them 
against suffering then- cyder to be distilled. The 
concern of friends, in this country, against the fre- 
quent use of spirituous liquors in their families, is^ 
very great ; and probably it is not without just 
cause. The trouble attendant oa brewing and pre- 
serving malt liquor in warm climates is great; and^ 
on the contrary, spirituous liquors i^e preserved 
with so little difEicul^, in so little room, and at sa 
easy an expense, that most families, especially ia 
the country, give them the preference as a conn 
mon beverage throughout the year, when diluted^ 
with water. It is not from cyder alone they pro-- 
cure spirits. Large quantities are also distilled 
from the juice of peaches. This is called peach 
brandy, and possesses a peculiar flavour and colour,, 
obtained from the kernels. The general price of 
brandies of these kinds is about £s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. 
sterling per gallon ; and they are, when kept aa 
equal age, but little inferior to French brandy^ 
After the quarterly meeting, I dined with T. S.'a 
family, being invited by him; and, after dinner, 
took a walk with him through his tan-yard. I ob-» 
served that they did not confine themselves to oak 
bark; but made use of bark from other trees also, 
the particular kinds of which I do not recollect; 
but I think a species of pine^ and th^^ walnut arc 
of the number. 
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Sih Month, 7th. In the afternoon I accom- 
panied some friends to take a view of the skeleton 
of a Mammoth, which was carefully put together 
and set up in a convenient room in the ciQs When 
clothed with flesh, this- animal must hkve been of 
enormous bulk*» The tusks were upwards of six 
feet in length, and the leg. bones^ appeared about 
the thickness of the waist of a niiddlersized person* 
In comparing the bones of tfais-asiimal with those 
of an elephant, a considerable difference is observed, 
particularlyabout the feet; those of the Mammoth 
resembling the f^t of a beast of prey more than the 
elephant, appearing to be armed with sharp claws. 
One of the daws, about eight inches in length,.whic)i 
was found near^the skeleton, I had in my hands* 
An animal of ^uch bulk, so armed, must have been 
very destructive to the creatures around him. The 
Indians have a tradition, that on this account the 
Great Spirit directed that the whole species should 
become extinct. Near the- banks of the large 
rivers- in. this -country, and generally near the salt 
springs, the bones of these animals are found. In 
the inland parts of America all kinds of cattle are 
excessively fond of salt, and, as in other parts of 
the wprld,, there are here many springs whose 
waters are brackish^ Contiguous to these springs,, 
the clay and earth, over which the waters- have 
run, are impregnated with salt ; and to ^tliese 
places, all kinds of wild cattle frequently resort^ 
and are seen licking the earth with great eagerness^ 

Q 3 " 



so ' TRAVELS IN 

lliese places are ccdled Salt Licks, by the inhabi- 
tantSy and, on the banks of the Ohio> is a place of 
this sort> called the Bigbone Lick> on account of 
the great numbers of Mammoth bones which afe. 
found buried in its vicinity. From this it seems as. 
if these enormous creatures stationed themselves, 
near the salt springs, that they might make a prey 
of the animals which resorted to them; and, it is 
very probable, that the old MatnmothS) in particu- 
lar, might station themselves in places like these,^ 
where, at last, they would die of old age. 

The 8th and Qth were spent in Philadelphia^ 
The next day, accompanied by itiy brother J. S.. 
and T» W. I paid a visit to a relation at his estate 
above Norristown, being about 20 miles from: 
I^iladelphia. This plantation, consists of 300^ 
^cres of good land, 200 of which are cleared,^^ 
and 100 covered with wood. The wood land is^ 
the most valuable, being so convenient for the 
Philadelphia carpenters, &c. On the estate is a 
well finished square stone house, about 15 yards in. 
length, with a wide boarded floor piazza, both in 
back and front. These afford excellent accom- 
modation during the summer season, which con- 
tinues much longer, and in general is much warmer 
here than in England ; as, in these piazzas, they 
frequently take tea and spend dieir evenings.. 
Besides the dwelling-house there is an excellent 
htcheUf and offices ad^oim^ \ Nvltk a large barn^ 
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Mid Stables sufficient to ^accommodate 40 horses^ 
and cows ; all well built of stxiae.. The estate: 
extends tbe whole bmeadA betwixt the Schuilkill 
and Perkiom;.. On- die former river there is a^ 
Shad Fidiery which is of connderable value ; and^ 
if prosecuted with ^irit> might supply many ftt^ 
milies with fish for the whole year.. The house it 
80 situated that it commands one of the finest' pro- 
spects in,Pam^lvania> and^ beinj^tm a ruing ground, 
is dipy and healthy. The whde together format 
ene of die most beautifid* qiots I have seen in the 
United States^ Hiis estate> wiA all its appendages^, 
eost about S6OOL sterility which is but IQ,L per 
acre> the buildings included;. There is also an ex- 
cellent orchalx) of about 10 acres planted with die 
choicest fruit-treeS| which are just in. their prime*. 

This plantation was formerly in the possession^ 
ef a friend from London^ of the name of Vaux, 
who built the house and made the improvements 
upon iU, When he resided there with his family^ 
during die Americsm war, being in full view of 
die great American encampment at Valley Forge^ 
and on the opposite side of the river Schuilkill, 
he had frequently the company of General Howe^ 
and the other British Commanders. One day it 
happened that he had Howe to breakfast and' 
Washington to tea; and beuig a friend who wished 
well to all men^ he made no distinction betweea 
4he contending parties; but left hia Vvoxia^ o^gtuXOk 
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all. This was the general practice of friends diu^ 
ing the war, particularly with those who- stood 
true to the principles of their profession : and this 
proved the best policy; for although attended with 
some lo8s« of provisions at the time, yet they were 
generally preserved from any serious suffering in 
their persons, by their hospitable conduct. 

Sth Month, I2th, This being the 1st day of the 
week, our relation conducted us to Providence 
meetuig> a few miles distant from his house. After 
meeting we were kindly invited to dinner, by a 
friend who was" a- stranger to us. We felt and 
acknowledged his kindness, but returned with our 
relation, in whose family we spent the remainder 
of the day. Notwithstanding this was the hottest 
season of the year, we had a very liberal supply of 
ice upon the table;. which I found my relation had 
the means of procuring without trouble or expence 
to himself. Amongst the buildings in his purchase 
was an ice-house, which, every winter, is reple- 
nished by some of his neighbours, for the privilege 
of supplying themselves in the summer. I noticed 
that the two female servants employed in the fa- 
mily, had, both of them, been lately hired from on 
board a vessel lying in the Delaware ; and %vhich 
had recently arrived from Amsterdam with several 
hundred' Germans, men, women, and children, of 
Aat description of people called, in America, Re- 
demptiooers. These are peopk m \^^ dtcxstu:- 
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Stances, 'who, being desirous of settling in Americ% 
and not having money to pay their passage, agree 
with the American Captains of vessels to be tal^a - 
over on condition of hirii^ for a term of years, on 
dieir arrival in America, to masters who are willing 
to advance 10 or 12 guineas to be deducted out of 
their wages ; and it not unfrequently happens that 
diey agree to serve two> three, or four years for 
meat and clothes only, xm conditioa of their pas^ 
sage beuig paid.. Yet^ as wages, in tfie genelraly^^ 
are radier high ik America^ it will easily be sup- 
posed diat an active clever person^ conversant in 
some bosiness, will make much better tenns oa 
landing, than the old and infirm; or t^aatlk>se who 
come over ignorant of any business. 

The two female servants I have just mentioned 

were both widows ; and one of theai^ had two chil« 

dren with her in the family, who were quite young.. 

This woman had lost her husband about the tkne 

of their arrival on the American coast ; and the 

kusband. of the other, being a sea-faring man he^ 

longing to Holland, had, as I understood, lost 

ius life and property by an English ship of war.. 

Although these two female^ had obtained a settle*^ 

ment in a country enjoying many privileges beyond 

that which they had left ;. yet, I think, no feeling 

mind could behold them thus circumstanced,, 

placed amongst strangers of whose language they 

were almost wholly ignorant i md habitiuited td, 
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cvstbms very different from those to which they 
had now to conform, without sensations of com- 
passion ; and it was very pleasant to me to 
observe that the general deportment of my rela- 
tions towards them was respectful, 

I noticed many families, particularly in Penn- 
sylvania, of great respectabilify both in our 
Society and amongst odiers, who had themselvra 
come over to this country as Redemptioners ; o» 
were the children of such. And it is remarkable^ 
that the G-ermas residents in this country, have 
a. character fop greater industry and stability than* 
those of any other nation^ 

In the plantation adjoining to my- relation's, we 
visited a lead mine on the banks of the Perkio- 
min, which was then worked by a Frenchman. He 
invited us to go down into it, where, at the depth 
of about \% feet, I saw a vein of lead' ore 18 inches' 
in thickness; and? as it is wrought at a very easy 
expense, there was* ar great probability of its being 
a very valuable acquisition; But these things, like 
many others in the world, have &e stamp of great 
uncertainty upon them/ 

8M 3f(Mi/&, 13^A. We returned this day to 
Philadelphia. - In our way, we stopped at the Buck 
Tavern^ where we siqsped and bi*eak6isted. After, 
breakfast we crossed the ScbuilkiU^ at Spring Mffl 
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Peny, and had a sight of a vinejard of about five 
acres, under the management of a Frenchman. 
As the vines were not suffered to grow more than 
three feet in height, it had something the appear- 
ance of a field of raspberries. By thus pruning 
down the vines, the fruit, generally, becomes much 
finer than when suffered to spread, as is commonly 
the case in England. This day .the thermometer 
stood at 76, in the shade^ at two o'clock in the 
afternoon. I believe that Wje have sometimes as 
liot days in England, during the summer months, 
as are commonly felt in America; but there be- 
ing a much longer continuance of hot weather 
in the latter country, it is, of course, more fa- 
vourable ibr ripening various kinds of fruit. 
Having been very kindly invited, I dined at 
£. L.'s^ the father of one of our companions on 
the voyage firom "Liverpool. ITie generous atten- 
tions I experienced in this family, I trust, I shall 
not soon forget. On sitting down to dinner, I 
found myself in company with three other Englishr 
men, whom this kind family had also invited : they 
were J. S. of Manchester; J. N. of Wakefield; 
and J. F. of L^eds* 

Bth Month, 14^A, was employed in Philadel- 
phia; jand^ after business, I drank tea and spent 
the evening at B. J.'s. He was one of diat little 
band of friends who visited the South of Frai^ce a 
few years vigOs 
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Bth'Manthy I5th. Spent part of this day at 
J. W/Sy'where I had the company of R. J. and 
/rM. R. The lively and cheerful flow of R J/s spirits 
remains widi her in old age; no doubt, in a great 
measure, the result of a well-spent life ; and she 
enjoys, in a remarkable degree, the lov6 andesteejn 
of her neighbours and friends. In the evening I 
called on Wm. Savery's widow, who appeared to 
be dejected, on account of the recent loss of a 
beloved husband. Few men have finished their 
course, in the possession of more esteem and regard 
from mankind in general ; and his mind dwelling 
near to the Foimtain of Life and Love, his charity 
was unbounded. Exclusive of the testimony of 
the meeting to which he belonged, I noticed a 
number of tributes to his memory, in a variety of 
periodical publications, both in prose and verse. 

Qth Month, l6th. Spent a pleasant evening at 
D. Bacon's. He, like the last-mentioned friend, 
was a man highly esteemed in the circle of his 
acquaintance ; and, being of a sweet disposition, 
had great place amongst young friends, when his 
advice was wanted. He is since deceased. 

Sth Month f \7th. I dined and spent a part of 

the day at James Pembertpn^s, a kind and 

hospitable friend of this meeting. Although 

approaching to his QOth year, he was then of 

coi25iderabIe activity m offices oi Vvaftsv^^'^ \ft Ivis 
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friends. Having lived nearly all his time in this 
city, he has had the opportunity of observing its 
regular, although rapid progress, from a small 
town to a great conmiercial city. Amongst 
other things, he mentioned to me that he well 
remembered die time when there was but one 
ironmonger's shop in the place; and when there 
was only one ship in the trade between Philadel- 
phia and London ; and the arrival of this vessel 
used to be of so much importance, that marriages 
were sometimes delayed until its return. Such is 
the great increase of this city, that it is now said 
to contain 106,000 inhabitants; more than 1000 
families of whom are of our society. 

Sth Month, ISth. Being the first day of the week, 
I attended Frankfort meeting ; aftei-wards dined at 
N.W.'s, and in the afternoon drank tea at A. G.'s, 
where I slept. And the next day I returned t<» 
Philadelphia, A. G. kindly giving me a seat in his 
carriage. 

^th. Month, QOth. Most part of this day was 
employed at Philadelphia, in writing to my family 
in England* . Having an opportunity of noticing 
. a thermometer, I observed that it stood at 82 in 
the shade. The next day was employed in business 
at Philadelphia;. and I supped and spent the even- 
ing at J. W.'s. 
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Bth Month, 22i. I set out for New-York in 
the packet-boat, by way of Burlington, and had a 
pleasant sail up the Delaware, being about 20 
miles. The fare I paid was IS^d. to Burlington. 
The next day -I attended Burlington meeting, and 
on the 24th, set out in the public stage for Am- 
boy, passing through a great part of West Jersey. 
In our way we breakfasted at Croswick's, where I 
noticed a noble meeting-house and school, which 
friends have built there, with spacious grounds 
about them, all in neat order. This night I lodged 
at the mn at Amboy, and wiis pleasantly lulled to 
rest by the plaintive not^es of the WhippoorwiH. 
This bird is often heard in the dead of the nisht, 
in the summer season, in America. Its song is an 
unceasing repetition of the three syllables of its 
name, " Whip-poor-will," in soft and plaintive 
accents^. 

Sth Month, Qi5th. This morning I W€nt oa 
board the packet for New- York, and in the passage 
we passed by the Romulus, Capt. R. B. from Liver- 
pool. By this vessel I had the pleasure of receiv- 
ing letters from my friends in England, and also 
agreeable accounts of my wife and children, who 
were at Liverpool when she l^fit ^at ,port. 

I staid at New-York till after the 11 th of the gth 
jnojith. In this city I once dined at the house of 
V in company Vitik a^N^^A ^t^\s\i ftvends. 
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This individual is a remarkable instance of the 
instability of human things. A very short time 
since he was one of the most wealthy merchants 
in tliis city, and stood high in the estimation of 
friends, and that deservedly. By the Indians who 
visited New-York, he was looked up to as a father; 
and his house w^as always open to them. When 
by a sudden reverse, arising from circumstances 
^\'hich he could not coatroul^ his property wuA 
fijssipated and lost-^ 

Qth Month, 3d and 4th, were employed in feusi- 
Ress. One day, in passing along the streets, I was 
entertained with the sight of two Indian young 
men, with each a bow and arrow in his hand, trip- 
ping nimbly along, like two wild animals yet un- 
broken to the yoke. I also attended the sak of a 
forge and saw mill, with four dwelling-houses, and 
50 acres of land, distant 40 miles from Ncm^- 
York, and 10 miles from Hudson's River. The 
whole sold for 2701. sterling. Before I left this 
city, I wrote several letters to my family and friends 
IB England, by the Josiah, Collins. 

9th Month, I2th. I left New-York in the stage, 
for Philadelphia, arrived there the next day; 
and^ after staying one night, set out for Baltimore 
in the stage> by way of Derby, Chester, Wilming- 
ton, Head of Elk, and Havre-de*Grace. Herci 

B 2 
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crossed the Susquehanna^ a noble river, being 
about one mile over. Thence I proceeded to the 
Gunpowder Falls, where I saw some considerable 
iron works. 

9th Month, \5th. I came to Baltimore, and 
being pressingly invited by J. T. I took up my 
quarters at his house. As I was a stranger in 
Baltimore, and had no acquaintance with him, but 
had accidentally met with him at a friend's house,, 
as I was delivering a letter, I felt the greater obKr 
gation to him for his generous attention. 

QthMojtfh, 16/ A. After being employed the fore- 
part of the day in business, I was invited to (Sinner 
by G. M. an open-hearted old man, and father- 
in-law to J. T. with whom I spent part of the day. 
In the afternoon I called upon G. M. who, a consi^ 
derable time back, had emigrated with his father^ 
of the same name, and several branches of Uie 
family, into this country, out of the northern parts 
tf Yorkshire. 

9th Month, l^ih. I left Baltimore, and, in the 
evening, came to Washington City; or rather to 
*the scite on which the Metropolis of the United 
States is intended to be biult; for, as yet, little i* 
done towards the foundation of a city, excepting 
the public offices, and houses for the accommoda- 
tion of the ojficers uud clerks in the various tie* 
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partments of the State^ and a few inns and taverns; 
but, as George Town is adjoining to it, they to- 
gether make up a population of about 8000 inhar 
bitants. The capitol will be a noble building 
when finished; and is beautifully situated on a 
commanding eminence; whence every part of thei 
city may be seen ; and whence also is a fine pro- 
spect of the Navy Yard, and of the Potowmack aa 
far down as to Alexandria; being a distance of 6 or 
7 miles. Upon the whole, the situation is one of 
the most eligible spots for a city that I have ever 
seen ; and the plan being deliberately drawn out, 
and every thing done with regularity and order, it 
bids fair, at some future day, to be one of the- 
most elegant and regularly built cities in the world; 
and, what is of more consequence, the situation is 
dry and healthy. To a contemphitive mind, thera 
is something very interesting in the consideration 
of the representatives of an extensive empire, like 
that of the United States, thus jointly fixing 
upon the most eligible situation for their chief 
city. 

After taking tea at George To vyn, I crossed the 
Potowmack, and went down that evening to 
Alexandria, a beautiful little cit}', situated on that 
river, at a spot where it is about one mile over, 
and so deep that ships of war ride at anchor 
brfore Ae town. 

D 3 
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A worthy friend, of this city, metitioned to me 
a remarkable preservation experienced there during 
the war. While the town was in the hands of the 
AmericanGovemttient,the EnglishContniander fiad, 
for some reason, given orderis to bum it; and a dbip 
of war, .containing every requisite for its destruction, 
was ordered up jthe Potowmack. The iiiihafoitafits^ 
as may well be conceived, were in the utmost con- 
sternation; but, at the moment when they were in 
the greatest confusion and distress; whilst the ship, 
was steadily making her way within sight of the 
town, and all was given up for tost, there being 
no prospect of h^lp, at this critical moment, tiie 
ship struck upon a sa^bank, where she remained 
immoveable. The town was thxis providentially 
saved from destruction, by that All-powerful arm, 
which so often interposes in the affairs of men ; 
sometimes bringing down those who by a series 
of success seemed to think themselves out of 
the reach of accident ; and sometimes raising up 
others who by ^ long train of adversity had 
thought themselves even below hope. 

QthMojith, 18/A. I lodged last night at Alexan- 
dria. Soon after I fell asleep, I was suddenly 
waked by the noise of a number of horns. It ap- 
peared to me that the instruments used were cow- 
horns; and they made a prodigious bellowing in 
the dead of tlie night. On inquiring I found that 
it was the constant practice of the watchmen cf 
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this tity^ ^n meetings to -take their rounds, to 
serenade the citizens mth a loud blast from their 
horns, which they carry with ^m^ and which are 
used for the same purpose -as the watchmen's rat- 
tles in England. This momuig, in Gompany wiUi 
two* friends, I crossed the,Px>towxuack, and paid a 
visit to a family at N Tliis family, xomist* 

mg chiefly, of females, were bom at Wickersley> 
near Rotherham. Their mother was of a family 
near Settle, who are of the Roman Catholic per- 
:$uasiou. The *family pame over early in (^e set* 
tlement of Maryland by Lord Efaltimore ; and the 
bricks of which the house is built, tbey informe^l 
me, were brought over in the same ship with their 
progenitors. The house, is constructed upon the 
plan of soi:ne of our old English mansions ; and the 
garden is laid out in the old English stile. It is 
remarkable that I have never yet seen a garden, ip 
America, walled round as in England. I believe 
that one principal reason is the warmth of the cli- 
mate, and the clear, fine atmps{]^ere, which pre- 
clude the use of fruit walls. Besides, walls wouljd 
obstruct the free current of air, which would be an 
objection to • them. Yet, I have frequently seen 
gardens handsomely fenced round to the height of 
6 or 7 feet, with neatly planed boards, painted 
white or green. It abated greatly the pleasure I 
should have received from the hospitality of thi^r 
family, when I was informed that they were in 
possession of upwards of one hundred Negro 
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slaves; nnmbers of whom I saw at work in tlie 
fields, the garden, and about the house. They 
appeared to be a remarkably stout, robust race of 
men, and, in point of health, had, to all appear- 
ance, greatly the advantage of their owners. A 
person, hot conversant with these things, would be 
naturally led to think, that where families have the 
opportunity of employing a number of slaves, 
every thing about their houses, gardens, and plan- 
tations, would be kept in very nice order. How- 
ever, the reverse of this is generally the case ; and 
I was sometimes ready to think that the more 
slaves there were employed about a house and 
plantation, the more disorder appeared. I am 
persuaded, that in a well-regulated family, with 
one or two hired servants, much more neatness, 
order, and comfort may be preserved, than can be 
maintained by treble the number of slaves. I have 
been in families where several slaves were kept 
which have scarcely afforded the common neces^ 
saries of life. I have sat at table in families where 
two or three slaves have waited upon us, and yet 
there has not been a lodging-room or accommoda- 
tions at night, equal to what many a labouring man 
in England is able to furnish ; and, to compare the 
accommodations of a slave-holder, in some of the 
Southern States, with what the meanest of the 
Pennsylvanian farmers are accustomed to, would 
be still more unfavourable to the former. 
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QthMoJith, 19th. After attending to some busi- 
fless, P.J. and several other friends joining us, we 
took a boat with an intention of visiting Mount 
Vernon; but, after sailing a few miles on the 
Potowmack, the wind got up very high, and 
we found it would be unsafe to land ; so, .after 
taking a view of |jbat beautiful spot from the river, 
we found it most prudent to return. Bpfore we 
had got half way back to Alexandria, the wind 
still increasing^ a great part of our company pre- 
ferred walking 7 or 8 miles in the heat of the day^ 
to the danger of continuing their voyage on the 
river; and they were accordingly put 011 shore at 
the first convenient landing* On approaching the 
shore, I was entertained with the sight of a uam-* 
ber of beautiful tortoises, that were seiated upon 
the edge of a large boat which lay a wrecjc at the 
water side. Their colours were as beaotifnUy 
variegated as the wings of the butterfly. After 
landing a part of our company, we beat up the 
river in the best manner we could; and, had I not 
been a pretty good swimmer, I should frequently 
have considered myself in extreme danger; but 
knowing that if the boat had filled with water, I 
was able to swim on shore, I bad not much fear 
about me. 

gth Month, 20tk. I atterideAAIexandna monthly 
meeting in the forenoon; and, tliere being a vessel 
)jing here, which was about sailing fox \an^x^^^ 
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I wrote and foi'\i arded several letters to my rela- 
tives in England. Although the atmosphere oi 
the continent is in general veiy clear ; yet I couh 
not avoid noticing, that, in this part of America 
it was still clearer than in any place I had befor< 
seen. The stars seemed to glitter with a brillianc; 
exceeding any thing I had already been witnes 
to. So great was their lustre, that, waking abou 
midnight, and observing a considerable degree o 
light shining into the chamber, at first, I thougli 
it might be from the moon ; but, on recollection 
I knew this could not be the case, and lookin! 
out at the wndow, I found the light proceedei 
from several brilliant stars, which shone with sud 
brightness as to cause the shadow of any intei 
vening object, much in the same manner as th 
moon. The inn I slept at, is kept by an English 
man of the name of Gadsley^ and is conducted i 
« manner much superior to most inns, in this couk 
try, or many in England. Every diing was pre 
served neat and clean, with good beds, and no 
more than one or two in a chamber. / 



Note* — James PembertoD, a friend mentioned in page 5 
is since deceased; and an interesting account is given of bii 
in the lOtli p^t of << Piety Promoted," by J. G. Bevaa* 
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CHAP. III. 

fort-TdbaccO'^Fredericksburg"-^Bichmond'^jN'€gro trial^^ 
Gouchland'^Fredericksburg^' Effects of Negro Sla^ 
^ry .on ihe WhiteS'-^Mount Vemori'^George Tow»— 
BaUimore'^Brandy Wine^-^iltnington-'^Philadelphia, 

On the Qlst of 9th Month, 1804, I left Alex- 
andria, crossed the Potowmack, and went down 
to Port-Tobacco. In my way I passed through 
Piscattaway, where I dined, and where, amongst 
other things, broiled squirrels were served up at 
table. In travelling along this day, I observed 
that the population of this part of the country 
consisted chiefly of black people 4 and, in many 
parts of the road, I noticed.it was mostly tracked 
\vith their bare feet, some of which appeared to 
be immoderately large, arising, probably^ from 
their almost constant practice of going barefoot. 
In many places I had an opportunity of seeing the 
&nners busily employed in treading out the grain 
in the open fields, with their horses. These were 
mounted with several negro boys, who continued 
riding round and round in a ciixle^ in which the 
sheaves were spread. At the same time, a num 
ber of negro men were employed in casting oft 
the strawj when the grain was trodden out, and 
replacing it with fresh sheaves. Sometimes I have 
seen ten or tw^elve horses go round in one circle ; 
one negro boy having the care of two or three 
horses. 
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9th Month, 22d. In. passing by the public 
grave-yard at Port-Tobacco, I observed on one 
of the grave stones, the name of Gray inscribed, 
"with the addition. that he was a iiative of the parish 
of Sheffield. 

9th Month, 9,3d. In travelling along the road, 
I was a little entertained with several parties of 
females riding to their places of worship ; some 
of whbm were escorted by a negro boy who rode 
behind 6ne of the girls. On coming to a gate, or 
any other impediment, the negro jumps nimbly off 
the horse, and, after rendering the service required, 
as nimbly runs after his mistress and again resumes 
his seat, without any detention of the party. 

Yesterday I visited Colonel Ware, at his. hajbi? 
tation, by whom I was kindly treated. Many 
habitations in this part of the country are exceed- 
ingly private and retired; and the situations of 
some ^f them beautiful beyond description ; but 
that cruel system of negro slavery, seems to hang 
like a datk cloud over all their pleasant scenes. In 
the afternoon of this day, I returned to Alexandria, 
and, m crossing the Potowmack, was ferried over 
by two negro slaves, who gave me an account of 
two of tlieir fellow slaves being drowned, in cross- 
ing tills ferry during the last winter, at a time 
%vlwn hrgc quantities of ice were floating down th^ 
. stream^ vFhich overset lVie\)o^X* \\ifX\^N^/\\. ^wafc- 
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dmes happens^ that these poor creatures are veiy 
unnecessarily exposed to dangers, when they dare 
got remonstrate with their ownei^s. 

Arriving at Alexandria in time, I attended their 
afternoon meeting, and dined with W. P, a valu- 
able old customer; and afterwards supped and 
spent die evening with his partner J. B« a worthy 
Minister. 

9th Month, ^Ath. I set out in the mail stage 
for Fredericksburg^ where I spent die evening, and 
lodged at the house of a hospitable person of the 
name of J. C. who, though not a member of ou^ 
society, has a regard for friends and their prin- 
ciples. In some conversation I had with him, he 

told me that he canie over to America with his 
parents, iti early life, from Ireland ; atid being soon 

left an orphan, had many difficulties and dis-. 
ceuragements to surmount; but that he had been 
favoured to establish himself here. I found fie 
was considered by his neighbours, as a man of re- 
spectability ; and by many of them was supposed to 
be a member of our society. Altliough convinced 
of the truth of our principles, yet I believe he has. 
never api)lied to be received as a metnber ; and 
being at a considerable distance from any meeting 
of friends, and having but little of their society, 
except the transient call of such as may be travel- 
ling thai y^ay, it is probable he m^yei iii;)i^ wpV^3-, 

* 
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9th Month, Q5th, I pursued my way ta Rich- 
mond in the mail stage, through a beautiful coun- 
try, but douded and debased by Negro slaveiy. At 
tlie house where I breakfasted, which is called the 
Bowling-green, I was told that the owner had in his 
possession 200 slaves. In one field near the house^ 
planted with tobacco, I counted nearly 20 women 
and children, employed in picking grubs from the 
plant. In fiie afternoon I passed by a field in 
which several poor slaves had lately been executed, 
on the jcharge of having an intention to rise against 
their ijiasters. A lawyer who w^s present at their - 
trials .at Richmond, informed me that on one 
of them being asked, what he had to say to the 
coiu-t in his defence, he replied, in a manly tone of 
voice : "I have nothing more to offer than what 
General Washington would have had to ofi*er, liad 
he been taken by tlie British and put to trial by 
them. I have adventurjed my life in endeavouring 
to obtain ii\e liberty of my countrymen, and am a 
willing sacrifice in tlieir cause : ,and 1 beg, as a fa*- 
vour, that I may be immediately kd ;to execution. 
J know that you have pre-determined to sh^ my 
blood, why then all this mockery of a trial ?" 

In the evening I arrived at Richmond, the capi- 
tal of Virginia. In one respect, this has a good 
deal the appearance of an English town, having a 
cloud of smoke hanging over it, occasioned by the 
usp Qf pit-coaL lUey bave ^eat plenty of ihis 
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article ill the neighbourhood, a considerable quan- 
tity of which they ship to other parts of the United 
States. There is also a navigable canal for the 
conveyance of coal, on which a great deal of busi- 
ness is done, and the canal appears to be as welt 
managed as those in England.- 

QlhUlonthi Q6th. Having business witli C. A. of 
Gouchland; at the distance of about SO ntiles on n 
cross road> I hired a horse and rode to his house 
in the course of the day. My- road lying, part of 
the ws^,? through extensive plantation^ cultivated 
by negro ' slaves^ many of wKom dwell in small 
clusters pf huts at ilo great distance from their 
master's house, I had the curiosity to look into^ 
some of their little habitations ; but all that I exa^ 
mined were wretched in the extreme, and far 
i&ferior to many Indian cottages I have seenr- 

In passing along I observed in sonie places that 
the land was very productive in tobacco^ being 
a fine rich black mould#^ 

Qih Month, 0,1 th. I slept at C. A/s, and this 
morning set out for Fredericksburg, being ac- 
companied by bis young man, our road lying 
through the woods great-part of the way. At the 
place where we dined, we were waited on by two 
mullatto* girls; whose only clothing, appeared t^ 

B a • 
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be loose garments of cotton and woollen cloth, 
girt round the waist with a small cord. I had ob- 
served that this was a common dress of the work- 
ing female Negroes in the fields ; but, when engaged 
in business in the house, it seemed hardly suiScient 
to cover them. In the yard, I observed a number 
of slaves engaged in the management of a stilly 
employed in making spirits from, cyder. Here 
agam I had the curiosity to look into some of the 
!Kegro huts, which like those I had before seen, pre* 
rented little else but dirt and rags. In travelling 
along, I saw several plantations of cotton, in some 
of which the negro children were gathering the wool. 
In the afternoon, as our road lay through the woods, 
I was surprised to meet a family party travelling 
along in as elegant a coach as is usually metwitk 
in the neighbourhood of London ; and attended by 
several gaily dressed footmen : a sight not very 
common in the back-wok)ds of liiis country* The 
evening coming on, and no' inn being near, we 
took up our quarters at the house of a planter of 
the name of Holiday, where we were well accome^ 
wodated. 

9ih Monthj 28fA. We came to Fredericksburg 
and lodgjed at Fisher's Tavern, The next morning, 
I was waked early by the cries of a poor Negro, 
who was undergoing a severe correction, previously 
to his going to work. On taking a walk on th^ 
banks of the 'Bappah^uocV, ii\^ iVv^t on which 
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this town Is seated^ I stepped into one of the large 
tobacco warehouses which are built here, for the 
reception and inspection of that plants before it is 
permitted to be exported. On entering into con- 
versation wiUi an inspector, as he was employed in. 
looking over a parcel of tobacoo, he lamented the 
licenciousness which he remarked so generally 
prevailed in thb town. He said^ that in his remem- 
brance, tho principal part of the iohabitants were * 
emigrants from Scotland, and that it was con^- 
dered so^ reproachful' to. the white inhabitants, if 
ftey were found to have an illicit connection witH 
their female slaves, that their neighbours would 
shun the company of sucli, as of persons with 
whom it was a^reproach to be acquainted. Tlie 
case was now so much altered that,, he believed, 
tiiere were but few slave-holders in the plaice who 
were' free from guilt in this respect: and that it * 
was now thought but little of. Such was the brit- 
tality and hardness of he^rt which this evil- pro^ , 
duced, that many amongst them paid no more 
regard to selling their own children, by their 
female slaves, or even their brothers and sisters, in. 
die'sailie line, than they would do to the disposal 
ef a cow or a horse, or any other property in the 
brute creation. To so low a degree of degrada* 
tion does the system of negro slavery sink the white^ 
iphabitantS; who are imhappily engaged in it»^ 

JB 3 
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tfth Month, Q,9th, Having paid my fare last 
tught to go in the mail stage to Alexandria, I re-^ 
paired to the ' Tavern this morning, at the 

hour appointed by the landlord, who is also clerk 
to the stage ; but the circumstance of my lodging 
at another inn, on account of the vermin vndi 
which I had been annoyed when I last slept at the 
■ Tavern, had so displeased the man^ that 

he had sent off the stage considerably before the 
^sual time^ in order that I might be disappointed 
ef getting to Alexandria this day. As I stood at 
the door of the Tavern, remonstrating with die- 
landlord' on account of his mean and unkind con- 
duct in treating me thus, J. C. rode up to us ooi 
an excellent horse of his own ; and, as soon as he 
imderstood how the landlord had behaved to me^ 
he immediately dismounted and insisted upon mf 
piursuing my journey upon his horse. I accord<> 
ingly accepted his generous offer, but, before i 
set out, I complained to the post-master^, who re* 
turned the money I had paid at the Tavern, anc^ 
at the same time declared, that if ever he again 
jdetected the landlord in the like base conduct ta 
4Lny traveller, be would remove the maM «tage 
to another inn. The circumstance of pursuing nqp 
journey on horseback^ afforded me an opportuni^ 
of visiting Mount Vernon, the habitation of the 
late General Washington ; and I was shown tfaroi^b 
the house by a person who had the ciure of it* 
Tbe situation is beautiful; being a rismg ground^ 
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commandiiig a fine prospect of tbe river Potow^ 
mack and die lurrounding country. In die evei»- 
ing^ I arrived safe at Gadsby's Tavern in Alexan- 
4lria, having enjoyed, on horseback; a much moi« 
pleasant ride^ than I should have bad in the stage. 
Thus it aometinws hiq>pens that our cnjoymenta 
arise out of disappointments. 

9th Manth^ SOtk. A respectable person at the 
mn being about to return towards Predericksburg^ 
afforded me an opportunity of sending back J. C/s 
horse, and I accordingly availed myself of it« I 
supped and spent this evening at £. S.'s^ a valuable 
medical friend in this city. 

iOthMonth, 1st and^i^yiett spent at Alexandria 
m commercial engagements. The next day I took 
iny passi^ in die packet for George Town^ and 
had a pleasant sail up the Potowmack; having a 
fine view of Washington city, particularly of the 
Capitol and of the President's house; which are in 
sight all the way from Alexandria. In the evening 
I came to Geoi^e Town, and staid at an inn> ill 
company vrith a Messenger who had just arrived 
fipom Spain, with dispatdies for the American 
Govionment; and, he being an agreeable ii^eUi** 
gent person, die dme I was with him was spent 
sadsfactdrOy. 

\(Hh Month, 4th. I set out for Baltimore, 10 
conqpany with Thomas Washington; a relation of 
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the General of that name* With diis person I 
had some acquaintance^ having met With- him b^ 
fore. In travelling along, he gave me a^ little 
account of a visit he paid to Paris, at the time ol 
the Revolution. Amongst other things, he men- 
tioned to me the extreme indifference with which 
many poor men paid the forfeit of their lives, 
during that awful period. At one time he accom- 
panied the American Ambassador, to a place whence 
he had a near view of a number of these victims, as 
they were about to be executed ; and where he was 
so near that he could hear their conversation; which 
was as light and frivolous as of men engaged in 
the common or ordinary concerns of life. One oi 
them remarked to his companion, that he would 
take care that he would have nothing to do with 
Revolutions in the next world, seeing he had m^ 
with so' poor a reward in this. 

Several of our companions in the stage were 
French people, and amongst them a Catholio 
priest. There was something singular in this 
man's conduct and conversation. Sometimes he 
appeared very devoutly reading a book of devo- 
tion; and, in a moment, he would shut up his book 
and begin singing with the greatest gaiety, and 
talking nonsense to his female companions. In 
the afternoon I arrived at Baltimore^ and took op- 
my quarters at Jr T.V 
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lOth Month, 5th. A vessel bebg about to sail 
for England from this poit, I employed the day 
in wiiti]^ to my family and friends there ; and, in 

die evening, I supped with my old frieiid G. M* 

I 

I ^ ^ 

lO^A Mouthy 6th. This day I was engi^ed ia at* 
tending to my concerns in Baltimore ; and the next 
being the 1st of the week, I attended the meeting in 
^at city, and supped and spent the evening with 
J. M. an old customer, who having acquired a large 
' property iu trade, has now retired from business*. 
I was informed that his eldest son had addressed 
Wm. Patterson^s daughter, in order to marriage; 
but having Jerome Bonaparte for'a rival, had met 
with a disappointment ; she having given the pre^ 
ference to the Frenchman, to whom she is now 
married. I had an opportunity of seeing Jerome 
and his Ijpride, and could perceive in his coutite* 
nance and person, a great resemblance to the- 
portraits we see of the French Emperor* 

loth Mouthy Sth, was employed in writing to 
my friends in England; and, an opportunity ofFer^ 
iDg, I forwarded several letters and papers to them. 

lO^A Month, 9tk I left Baltimore. The road 
in some parts lying through the woods, and the 
wind being very high, we found some difficulty in 
getting along, on account of the great number of 
large trees which were blown down and laid across 
the road. However we got safe to Havre-de^ 
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Grace ; but the wind continuing higB> it wa* 
thought unsafe to send the mail across the* Sus- 
quehanna, which is here upwards of a mile over j 
80 we concluded to lodge here, and see what the 
morning might produce. As we were a mixed' 
company in the stage, the conversation turned on 
various subjects; and the poor Negro slaves being 
frequently itt sight, as we passed along, they be*- 
came one of course. I observed one passenger to 
be a warm advocate for the slave trade; and he, 
in very strong terms, condemned the conduct o£ 
friends who were active in the cause of the Negroes.^ 
Amongst other things, he remarked that there waa 
a tailor in Philadelphia, a Quaker, of the name 
of — >, whose work-aboard being at a front 
window, he had an opportunity of noticing the pas- 
sengers in the street; and that whenever he saw a 
Negro whom he judged to be a runaway slave, he 
would, in a moment, jump from his work^board 
and run into tlie street* If he found the Negro to 
he reaUy a runaway, he would take him under his 
protection, and send him. to aome settlement iathet 
back parts of Pennsylvania, where he would bo. 
sure to find employment; and thus he went on 
from day to day, in what the slave merchant 
considered no better than highway robbery* ITie 
man who was making these observations, I found 
had been in that trade ; and that T. H. was the fiiend 
who had with much projMrie^ been a fatheF tO' 
the oppressed Negroes. 
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10/A Months \Oth The winds having some- 
vhat abated^ we ventured to cross the Susque- 
hanna;. but it being. the time of low water^ and the 
force of the winds having driven down the water 
very considerably the boat? could not approach the 
firm land by more than 100 yards^ And VKe had to 
mount upon the backs of the boatmen, who car- 
ried us through the mud; but with considerable 
difficulty, and not without now and then letting us 
down in the mirje. t)n getting fairly over, I found 
•a number of friends by the river side, on theii* way • 
tolBalfimore yearly meeting ; and amongst them 
M. W. formerly of Sheffield. In the course of 
the afternoon I passed by A. A, near the Head of 
Elk. In the evening I came to Newport, where 
I slept,'having had the comj)any of J, Plesants, of 
Philadelphia. 

lOM Month, llM. I came to Wilmington, and 
was kindly entertained at S. S.'s and J. G-'s; the 
formef of whom accompanied me to the Br-andy 
Wine fiisver Mills. These mills are mostly in the 
hands of friends ; and al&ough not the most ex- 
tensive, are in construction and in situation perhaps 
«qual to any. They are eight in numher, and each 
grind upon an average, per day, about three tons 
and a hidf of flour, and about ten tons of Indian 
meal; going Ihrough all the processes of grind- 
ing, dressing, packing, Sic. llieyWe so situated,' 
that sea vessels receive and discharge their cargoes 
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alongside the mills* The neighbourhood of ihese 
mills b romantic and beautiful, and is one amongst 
the many pleasant spots! have seen in this coun- 
try* Indeed the town of Wilmii^on has every 
advantage ; its situation being on a rising ground, 
and its streets, intersecting each other at right 
angles* 

IQ/A Month, 12/A, was spent pleasantly at 
Wilniington, in the families of J. G. and S. S* 
In this place, as in many towns in this coun- 
try, I observed that a considerable proportion of 
the inhabitants were friends, and what to an 
Bnglishman had something remarkable in it, I 
noticed that the femajes at llie inn, where I took 
my place in the stage, appeared like plain consist- 
ent friends, and indeed they were such, for ought 
I know to the contrary. 

lOthMonth, IStk. I took my departure for Phila^ 
delphia, tlie road lying through a pleasant country, 
diversified with hill and dale, and commanding a fine 
prospect of the Delaware and the opposite Jersey 
shore, nearly all the way* In passing by some 
farms near Wilmington, I was struck with the idght 
•f several fields of Indian corn, the crops on which 
were finer than any I had ever before seen* On 
inquiry, I found they belonged to an innkeeper^ who 
had manured them well. From various observa* 
tions I have made, I have no doubt that the land 
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in diis countiyi generally speaking, would, when 
pleatifull; mimured, yield much greater crops than 
UA comnMNily be obtained in Engllind; chiefly 
owing to tibeir summer, or season of vegetation 
eontiBOiBg a greater length of time than with us. 
,Ili liie evening I arrived at iHiiladelphia. 

lOfil Month f \Ath. This being the first day of 
tbewtoky^I attended meeting; and, in the after* 
noon wiis dt the burial of S; E. who had been a 
fHend and customer of mine some years. The uncer- 
tainty of life, and the fluctuating state of things in 
the world, were seldom more fiilly exemplified than 
in tKe case of this young man. Few men have pur- 
sued business with more reputation and success 
than he had done; so that, in a few years, he had 
hoaourably acquired a very large property; and, 
only a few weeks before, was united to an ami- 
able young woman^ to whom he had for some time 
been sincerely attached. At this moment, when 
every thkig on earth seemed to smile around him, 
and there was every prospect of many years of 
happiness, a blight was brought over all, in au 
unexpected and awful \vay» He was suddenly 
deprived of reason, and, after a few weeks con- 
finement, departed this life, leaving a mournful, 
although instructive lesson of the mutability of all 
earthly enjoyments. Having received an invitation 
from my countryman T. S. I supped and spent the 
evemng at his house. 
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10th Month, \5thatid \6tk, I was employed In. 
business; and having an opportunity, by a vessel 
which was ready for sailing, I wrote to my family. 
The next day I spent an hour 'or two in Doctor 
R/s family. Hie Doctor, although advanced in 
years, is still very active in business ; and his wife, 
>vho is an elderly wom^n, continues to be very 
active in her family. J found them amijdst a ni^ 
merous group of promising children ; some of 
whom are arrived at years of maturity. The con- 
versation I h^d with the Doctor was interesting, 
lie tiaying been intimately acquainted with many 
of the leading characters in die Revolution, par« 
ticularly with General Washington, and the Presi- 
dent, T. Jefferson. As Docjor R. had constantly 
been a warm advocate for the abolition of Negro 
slavery, he sometimes endeavowed ta introduce 
the subject in conversation with the General ; but 
always fowd hiin .extremely backward at saying 
any thing on diese occasions, as if ^conscious of the 
cruelty of Ae practice, aldiough he was deeply in- 
volved in it* Thou^ a man of great character 
and talents in many respects, yet the detention of 
iiis Negro slaves in bondage during his life, will 
always be a shade to hb virtues. Yet it is but 
justice to notice that, by will, he provided for die 
liberation of his slaves^ wbo io course bccauus fret* 
faen at bis death* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Occurrences, SfC, m PhUadelphia-^ during a itay of several 

Months, 

I staid iirPlnladelphia^ for some months longer; 
but my engagements being of a commercial nature^ 
this period furnishes but little matter that would 
be interesting to the reader. I shall therefore pasff- 
along with extracting some few observations.- 

lO^A^ Monthy SOtky 1804, t attended the Northr 
Bivit^n meeting. In the evening, being on a 
^sit at J. P.'s, I noticed a grave looking ancient 
friend, whose speech and apparel corresponded, 
excepting that the fingers of botli hands were 
adorned with rings, which I supposed to be gold. 
Oq inqiuring the cause, I was informed that the' 
friend was an approved Minister, notwithstanding' 
her fingers were so ornamented ; that rings were' 
commonly worn, by some, as a remedy for the 
rheumatism, and that this friend wore them on that 
account; but those she had on were only brass. 

Vlth Monthj 9d, I supped artd spent the eveiJK 
ifig at S. S/s, where a sister of John Pemberton'* 
\ridow WRS present. She informed me, &at her 
father was frequently in the practice of entertain-^ 
iiig'different parties of Indians, who came to Phi- 
ladelphia on public busmess; and that having onxre 
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invited a number of cbiefi^ Vfho were then in the 
city^ to breakfast^ they came to the house rather 
eariii^ than the servants expected, accompanied by 
their interpreter. However they were introduced 
into the breakfast room, where a servant was en* 
gl^ed in bri^tening up some of the brass work 
about the fire-place, and were desired to sit down 
until her master made his appearance*^ They had 
not sat long, before one of. the Indians mad(e an 
observation in his own language, which the inter- 
pretei* was desired to put into English; bat this he 
objected to, alleging that what the Indian had. 
aaid was a matter of indifference, and not worth 
repeating. On being closely pressed to keep back 
nothing the Indians might say, as every thing from 
them would be interesting, he compUed, and said 
that the remark which the Indian made was this: 
*f Ixx>k," said he to his feUow Indians, '^ at that ser« 
vant, how she labours at those aachrons. I dare sasy, 
if we had come yesterday, we shouki have found hec 
at the same employment; and if we come to- 
morrow moriung, it is ten to one but we shall still 
find her at the «ame work. How foolish these 
white people are ! thus to labour &ad toil about 
things which can answer no good purpose; cer- 
tainly diese white people must be fools !" Thus 
the Indians •judge the civilized part of the worid ; 
and what is called the civilized world, is not behind^ 
in judging the Indians ; so apt are we to judge 
one another. 
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llth Month, 15M. In conversation with a friencP 

of die name of R. W. he informed me that, in the 

early part of his life; Ue was on^the island of the 

Havanna, where he had some considerable business 

to transact; but being ignorant of the Spanish 

hngttf^, an Irish Roman Catholic Priest kindly 

lent hinrhis assistance on' rarious occasions; ^n^f 

so effectually, that't&ePiiest was the means of hig 

acquiring a large property^ during a short stay 

there. At the time of pardng with ttiis friendly 

Priest,, he pres^Qited him with a purse of one 

tUousand dollars^ as a small compensation for the 

assbtance he had received; but the truly Catholic 

Priest declared, that he would not accept of any 

comp«[isation of this sort; adding, •'' All I ask of 

you, in return for' any service t may have rendered 

you, is, that if, at any future period, you happen to 

meet a countryman of mine in need of assistance, 

you would do to him as I have done to you.'^ 

This affords one amongst many proofs, that the 

thily Christian spirit is not confined to any pro*^ 

fession of religion* 

3d of lQ.th Month Aftfer attending the Nortfi 
!EKvision meeting, I called at the widow > 

where I saw the body of a young man from Sheffield, 
who was found dead in his bed that morning. I was 
condiicted into the room by another pei'son from 

Sheffield From the appearance of the deceased, 

J' 3 
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it seemed th%t he bad depart^ iivithout tlie lenast 
struggle* He went U> bed m usu^l bei^tib* .Hpw 
uncertain is the te^uce (>f bunimi Ijie ! 

On ^e 1st of Ist Moqth, 1805, I at^ead^ th# 
tmrial of the above-mentioned you^ng ms^i, ipi 
company with several of my countrymiejny ai^ong^ 
-whom was Phineas Bood, the British Consul., 
The Bishop of Pennsylvania pctrfp^rm^ what b- 
called the burial service, after tb^ msmn^ of the 
Church of England* 

' Jst Month, 4lA. This diiy wjets remaifkably coJdji 
far beyond any thing I had ever experienced ia 
England. The thermometer being down as low 
as 12, about 20 decrees below the fr^zing point* 
The river Delaware^ which is more &an a mil^ 
over, and which has a strong current, vi^as quickly- 
frozen over to that degree, that hprses and car- 
riages, heavily laden, w^re seen traversii^ from 
one side to the other in great numbers ; chiefij* 
with fire wood from the Jersey 9hore. ExcliAdive 
of these, parties of pleasure were seen driving along 
in sledges or slays upon the ice. Hiese kindf of 
carriage^ are in various fantastic forms resting 
iipon sliders shod with iron or steeL 

\it Month, 6ik. In company with T. W. I 
crossed the Delaware upon the ice. The tide ^ows 
to the height of about Q feet in this river^ and in 



it ftie foyne wq4 baidpi which ,ux^ ^^eo nt low 
W8(^. Tl^esii cigcniBufamccs produce a .^eiy sbgift^ 
III and romaiitic iqipearance, by IIm large sheets of ' 
ieeh^i^ obslnicted and aecuMulated in.wiooa: 
parts of the rmr^ having Ibe reaembbince of ki^ 
UiHdcs ol white majrbb piled on heafiti. Therei 
leii^ a ^onstapit intfrepucse betiween die tmoi 
diorea of tfts Ddl^wafe* ijt i^ cwioua tp obserne 
t)i« varimKi Dseaof wIih^ the owners of the f^ry 
bo^ use, to countefa^ Ae ^et& ^ Uie frost, em. 
its first setting in, ao as to presejrve the commii;* 
^cation open* On die^ oceiMKma llw siake^ use 
of a boat that has two slidera, one jcm. each iside.- 
the keeiy shod with iron; and, as the shallow parts 
(tf the riyer are first fro2en, they sail as usual over 
tlie deep parts, and, on conuog to ihostt which 
ace frozen, d^y dra|( l^j^ bojrt out ^f l&e water>, 
a^ pi^h it alvog the ic^, imtil they co^, to the: 
deep places^ when the bo^ is Hgaia pl^ngef|f 
ii^ tbe waiter. Thus they go on until t;h^y readi; 
4e opposite jsboirej, and as it will, h\ course,, 
8CMa»eti«i€^ happen, in the ear]ly part of th^i^ frosii^ . 
that between the deep and the shall(3^w wat^r, tl^. 
i^e is 9ot s«]^£cienit)y strong tp support the boa^ ; 
ip this case, it is cc^mon for one of the f&irfm^i 
t^ sit at the head of the boat, wkh his feet hi^i^ 
out, loaded with a pair oi hea?y irgp bkound $hpe^^ 
and, with a long p^e ip hia h^nds. ^ With these 
he labours with aU his mighty to br^ tb^ 'uie,ox^ 
W3f» Yf^y (^ t|u9 bl^t» 
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Ist Monih^ 1th. I supped and spent the even-^' 
ii^ at B. J/s; in whose service is a young French^ 
man^ a son of one of those friends who reside at 
Nismes or in that neighbourhood ; and I believe he 
conducts himself agreeably in the fsunily. I hav& 
noticed anumber of friends in Philadelphia^ who 
have come from various parts of the contment of 
lE^urope. They appear thankful for the encourage*- 
ment and protection they meet with in this favoured' 
land; and some of them having felt the heavy 
hand of oppresnon in their native country, know 
better how to estimate the value of the privileges^ 
which they here enjoy*. 

\st Month, Bth. I spent this afternoon at' 
J. HJb, a friend who, some years past, came fronr 
the neighbourhood of Darlington, vidth his wife* 
and family. There is something so remarkable in- 
the circumstances of his leavings England, that Lam' 
tempted to give them as related from his own moutb: 
He being a merchant of great respectability and* 
liberality, who by industry has realized- a large pro-^ 
perty, I believe they may be relied on. For some 
time before he left England, his dioughts had been* 
tmned towards Pennsylvania ; but, before he had* 
come to any fixed resolution, he dreamed that he 
had met with a friend, from that country, who was 
able to give him every necessary information on 
Ae subject. A short time after this dream he 
came accidentally to DarWni^oii, ^Vt^ \a ^»ph ^ 



ptrsom in tiie stroel, "wbo sxiiucJlify maembled tha/ 
friend he had seen in his 4feam. He accordingly 
applied to him, and found the individual he ifvas 
speaking to, waa John-Pemberton of Philadelf^ia, 
Vfho was at that time on a religious visit to Great' 
Britain. Having received what information he^ 
thought necessary, he made arrangements for his 
voyage to America, and, with his wife and children^ 
took a final leave of England. 

IsiMantK&tk. Idr^nk teaand^pentth^ evea*: 
i9g with R. J. at h^ comfortable habitation* It 
^as pleasant to see how cbeer&d aijid lively this. 
«iluable friend is preserved in old age» On, nQtic* 
ii)g die coldness of the weather, sl^e remarked thai 
it was the most inclement season she had witnessed 
for 40 years. Considering how gree^i ^dliyely 
her faculties are preserved in the winte^r of her age^ 
it is not surprisi^ that she maintains the esteeissL 
md affection of her friends and n^gl^t^urs. 

lit MofUh, I44h. I dined at J* W/s, in comi^^ 
imnj with Doctor FotbergjiU of Bath, who i^a4> 
lately coi|ie ixmi to Am^c^a, on ^covint 9f \^ 
healili. At J. W/s hospitable Ud4e> we wer% 
treated with wild venison, which had been sent 
to him from amongst the Indians. Another of Ifae 
company was a partner in a house* at Antwerp. 
I was sometimes ready to think that Philadelphia) 
mii^ be considctred as a kind QCcenSoraX ,^t;<^\>'Y^ 



7CJ TBA^VELS m 

winch is found people of every nation on t6r 
earth ; and where all appear to unite cordially, as 
in one common family. Such, are the beneficial- 
effects of a free and liberal policy^ the seeds of. 
which were sown by that enlightened patriot Wil- 
liam Penn* 

IstMoTtth, QQfJu The frost still continuing vei7 
intense, the use of wheel carriages was in a great? 
measure discontinued: even the stage coaches 
being placed on sliders. Carriages fitted up- in 
this way, gHde along with such silent celerity, that^ 
the laws require the horses should have small bells? 
fixed to their harness, that passengers in the streets' 
may have notice of their approach ; otherwise diey^ 
would be liable to many accidents. Oh level- 
ground, or in the most trifling descent?, there is so 
little friction upon the sliders, that I have often 
noticed the traces to be quite slack for a consider- 
able time, when they have been drivmg" along with 
great swiftness; the pressure on the reins being suffi- 
cient to keep the carriage ininotion. TKe noise of 
carriage wheels, which is, in general^ very<»nsider- 
able, especially in the principal streets ^ is now 
supplanted by the tinkling of bells on every hand. 

\st Months 21sf, to \d Mbnih, 3Ut. TTie frost 
still continuing very severe, I made frequent ex- 
cursions upon the ice of the Delaware, where a. 
great many ships lay bound &st by the frost* Oa^ 
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^eiy large vessel, I noticed, called Ae Connect!* 

-cut, ^Mfbidi had now been fast near one month, 

with her whole coniplemeift -of hands on board ; 

Jbeing nearly one hundred in number. This ship 

was intended ior a voyage to X)omihgo, and was 

completely armed as a reguls^ vessel of war. As 

most of the men^ad received part of their wages 

*in advance, -and the owncriwere fearful they might 

take advantage of the sKip's being thus detained 

and leave hei, they had fixed a strong net work 

all round her, rejicbingfrom Jthe beam, nearly as 

high as the yards. T3ie crew.being thus inclosed, 

tad the appearance of a flock 6{ birds in a cage. 

This kind of net work is sometimes made use of 

in time of action to prevent' being boarded by the 

tnemj^ 

The Negroes in the iiland of Domingo having 
thrown off the French yoke, and set jup an Em- 
peror of their own colour, the Frendh Government 
lad, in consequence^, declared them rebels ; and, 
having prciiibitad all intefcourse with them, this 
circumstance occasioned the Americans to arm 
iheir ships vi^hich traded to that island. About 
this time James Pemberton sent a number of 
friends' books to the Black Emperor, as a pre- 
sent, accompanied with ai letter; to which James 
received a reply and acknowledgement, written in 
a very singular stile ; the substance of the reply was, 
as I undeEStood it; that be was obliged to him for the 
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.books; l>ut ifasit fco wsus determined to be Emperor 
of Haiti, {ihe Indito ftaniie for Doflbiago,) in de« 
■fiance of both the French and the Qudkers. Not- 
withstanding this determination, he has since beeii 
eut off by his enemies^ 

This day I attended Market-street Meeting, and 
afterwards- dined with A. A. and M. R. and 
spent a great part of the afternoon with them veiy 
pleasantly. 

2d Month, 1st. This day I dmed at j. D/s, in 
company with J. F. one of the persons who ac- 
companied me on my Toyage from England. The 
extreme severity of the winter had brought down 
several kinds of water fowls from the northern 
parts of this continent, which were quite unknown 
to the naturalists in this^ country. J..F. shewed 
me one of them which he had purchased, add 
which appeared to be a species of duck ; but was 
much larger, and of a more beautiful plumage 
.than the common kind. 

^d Month, 4th, I attended the quarterly meedng 
in thb city, in which a testimony on account of 
AV. Savery, was produced and read, expressive of 
the high estimation in which he was held by friends 
here. 

9d Month, Uth. Being mvited, t ittehded ithc 
marriage of J. W, a&d A. A. Of TbSi^etpWA, 
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>ivhere I met with my countrywoman A. A. and 
her companion M. R. ; and also T. S. formerly of 
Kendal, who is now married and well settled in 
tins city. 

9d Month, 9.\st. I still contipued in Philadel- 
phia ; and this afternoon was pleasantly spent at 
S. S.'s. The next day! attended the Middle 
Monthly Meeting, where I was gratified with the 
«ght of a young .man presenting an acknowledge* 
jnent to frieods, .on account of having taken up 
tfms; .for which be liadbeen disowned. During 
die. time he was ia the army, he had married an 
amiable young .woman, who was convinced of the 
tmth of friends' principles, and joined the society. 
The in^prQSsion made uppn the meeting, on his 
presenting his acknowledgement, was such, that 
he was reinstated in the society before the meetin^g 
separatejd. 

Being invited by J. E. I supped and spent the 
evening at his house. A person was also in 
company with us, who had made himself re- 
markable, in being a principal leader and minis- 
ter .ampog tbose seceders, ^yho gjve themselves 
the name of Free Quakers ; aud who, during the war 
with.Epgland, gave friqnds a great deal of trouble. 
The ground of their offence against friends, was, 
chiefly; the pperation of the rules, of discipline, in a 

9 
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variety of cases^ that arose out of ciccumstances 
.attending the revolution; particularly with respect 
jto taking up arms in defence of the rountry.; and 
things of that nature. This person appears to he 
a man of good abilities, but of strong passions ; 
and he is considered as the main support of his 
society ; which is now reduced to a very small 
number, and .will most likely become extinct on 
his removal. 

2d Month, 24tk. In company with T. S. his 
M'ife, and several other friends, I drank tea and 
spent the evening with J. W. and his bride. The 
.company consisted mostly of natives of England, 
and on this account the visit was peculiarly gratH 
fying to me in a foreign land. 

3d Mqnthj 1st, This afternoon, at B. J.^s, one 
of our company was a joung woman who w^s 
there on a visit. Her usual residence was in one 
of the new settlements, on the banks of the Ohio, 
about 500 miles from Philadelphia. She informed 
us that mapy families on the banks of this great 
river, are supplied witb shop goods from vessels 
which navigate it^ and are fitted up with counters, 
j^helves^ and drawers^ in the same manner as are 
shops on land, and well stored with all kinds of 
goods. As they sail along the river, on coming nestr 
a plantation^ they blow a horn or conch shelly tq 
give notice of their arrival; when the planters^ with 
their wives and daugfateirs; repair to these floating 
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s&opsy and' select such things as they are m ^^ant 
of ; and make payment in the produce of tlieir' 
}dantations ; such as grain^ flour,, cotton, tobacco j 
cfried venison, the skins of wild animals, 8cc. &c; 
The shopkeeper having disposed of his goods in 
Utiii way, returns home with tlie produce he has* 
collected ; and again renews his stock, and pro^ 
ceeds on another voyage. The young woman re^ 
marked, that four or five of these floating shopr 
would pass by her father's house, in the comse of- 
aday. 

She likewise informed us, such was the primitive 

simplicity in which they lived, that it was a very 

unusual, tiling to have locks to their doors; and 

tEatwhen more strangers called upcm them, thaa 

they had beds to accommodate them with, it was 

customary for the family to spread temporary 

beds upon the floor, on which they passed the 

night, leaving their own to the strangers. Yet, 

notwithstanding the homely faie of some of the 

back settlers, luxury is makbg rapid strides amongst 

them ; so that many of the most costly manufactured. 

of Europe and Asia, begin to find a ready sale in 

some of their infant towns aiid cities; and severaT 

extensive manufactories are already established at 

Pittsburgh' and in the neighbourhood ; where 

coals are cheaper and more plentiful than in En^ 

land. In some places^e mountain side presen% 

91 front of coal; like our rocks of stone in England^ 
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Srf Month, 2(1, 3d, and Ath, were spent in Phi* 
ladelphia. The 2d I diank tea and spent a plea- 
sant evening at my khid friend T. S*'s, formerly of 
Kendal. Oh the 3d I attended the North Divisioa 
Meetings and was afterwards kindly entertained by 
J. W/s family, in which I spent an agreeable even* 
ing in company with A. A. and R. J.; and on &e 
4th spent part of the day at my friend T. S/8> ia 
company with A* A. and her companion M. R« 

Sd Month, \Oth. I went over to Germantown, 
attended their meeting, and returned to Philadel- 
pliia in the evening. At Germantown, I perceived 
that many of the friends were descendants of 
Qcrman parents ; and I should suppose that most 
of the towns people are of German extraction. 
I ub.-erved here a number of stocking makers, who 
ananufacture an excellent and substantial article. 

:l J Month, 1 Ith. I dined at tlie house of a 
friend, a native of Bermudas. In the course of 
'conversation he informed me, that his business 
having led him to St. Eustatia, he was there at the 
tune that island was captured by Admiral Rodney; 
and was witness to many transactions consequent 
on tlie capture of such an island ; which, like 
every other effect of war, produced great distress 
and misery to the inhabitants. 
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5d Month, 2^i. After about three months con* 
tinuance the frost broke up, which was such as had 
not been felt for the last 40 years, and duruig which 
even the largest rivers were so frozen, tKi^t 
heavy carriages passed' over them daily, as on dry 
iandi Af one^ tiine I had the ou'iosity to measure 
the ice on the river. Delaware, and found it was 2^ 
inches in thickness. Now- the wind having, shifted 
to the southw&fd^ the snow and-ice were fast dis- 
appearing;* and,, on taking a ride towards Glouces- 
ter Point, it was curious, to hear- the loud croaking 
and whisding, . that, proceeded from the Lizards 
and fr^g9 in every gooLof water I passed by. 

4ih Month, 5th. During my stay in Philadelphia^ 
]i often experienced' the generous hospitality of my 
friends, in that city, in very, frequent invitations 
to one or other of their houses. In the recollec- 
tion of their kindness the feelings of gratitude 
often arise in my breast; . 



CHAPTER V. 

SttrUngtM--Alleritaam---N'ew-York-^BrUtol-—PiUadfl- 
phid-'^Yearly Meeting there. 

On the &h of the 4;th Monihy^ 1 1^ Plnladelpya 
on my way to New- York, and^ aft^r m piciaaakit 
sail of three iioirr&> a^ived s&fe at BterMaglM. 
Among tlie pafiseng^rs hi the pa^k<^t> Wais a 8i4tifih 
sailor on his M'fty to 'Ehgknd^ bbihg sumihohiBd ii» 
an evid^ce dnl a ti4al b^lwdto th^ b^hidrs Mi 
underwriters of asla^^ sUi^. fefe f<M me, 'thttt 
he was the only ^tVi^oi^ o«M; "ctf S80 pei«(M^'9IM 
of wl^ich were slaves* 

We read that a siparrow dbea mt IbU to tfle 
groiind without die notice of oui* hedvetily l^achei'. 
How great then must be the responsibility of tbi^ 
owners ,of one of diese slave ships, "who-, 'iil A^ 
wantonness of power or the gratification of abasb 
and sordid disposition, thus expose the lives of 
their fellow^-cyeatures to every species of suffering,, 
and vei7 frequently, as in the above case, to a 
premature death I 

I recollect once being in conversation with a 
person concerned in this trafSc, and who was dis- 
posed to defend it ; at length being hard pressed^ 
he gave up the point, in a good deal of -warmth^ 
with this remarkable declarati<ni :-«•'* Why, Sir, 
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^j(m tMH *ipp<>te <h^t the jflSmigfity fodts so 
^ mtraWly. hrto ottt iacttmt tti y&Hdb r^*»-Tkti8r \^e 
sefe fliat the'grekt'^tlvemry'd^cei^^ hW victim8rint6 
a belief^ that their attions slits tibt seto hyiSiieOiti^ 
niscietit "Eye. I spMt (tie eVetiiiig aild didpt mld^ 
O. IXVib^BIe roofc 

4M:J£mMs 7/A. I aiteaded BudiHgton M«ee- 
ing; udin die-^rfbilMMMi feet out m 4te ^tage fbr 
^katoiwn* Mj <fomfm<M'm ike vtagd nvas a 
youog man lately returaeAiMmiSic Domingo. H|^ 
had resided several years there^ and had been wit* 
aearto many alvocious crtielties which fawd been 
fopeti^ed on linlt island^ botk >by ite'vtnte mi 
Wack paopki;' and which aM lob ifhoekingto i^ 
tsto. An iDakmg a CMnptfrieell' between' the- M^hite» 
HDd blacks^ as to the facdlti^s of the miiid, ht 

declared that he could perceive no difference, 

» 

Wb^ ihii advantages of education' |iad ^een eqtiah 

4tk Mmth, 6th. I lodged last mgtit at A}^ 
lentown, and came th'is day to Amboy ; and, aftier 
tihn^sPy iVent onboard th^ padM for New- York, 
*where I aflririved «rfe this evening, ihave oft^ 
iidmnred the prospect^ atomid Amboy, sis weH ait 
Aose firom the Se^, thfoiighont the whole pascagi^ 
to New York, particularly lA- passing Sfoten and 
Long Islands, and wheti the eye catches a AtHt view 
6tiiiktJcSi^t The M^ole is indeed extremely bead- 
tifiil, 'bAtiBOt easily described*' * " 
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4th Month, imh. Since my arrival in-New^ 
York^ I have been engaged principally with bus>* 
ness. . On the llth. I accompanied several of my 
.conntrymen on board, the Laura,, on their way to 
England, and^vas ready to murmur that I was not 
to continue one of the party. Whilst I stood upoo 
the battery, watching die ship as she made her way 
towards theKarrowsj^ ^ weatfier bdng fine and* 
clear, somewhat- like one of dur finest summer 
days, I thought that I had scarcely ever, beheld a^ 
prospect more delig^tfid.. 

This af tomoon^ the 12tb, I took my passage ii 
the packet> and came again to Amboy in the eve» 
ing, where I lodged;; and, on the^ ISth, I came to 
BristoL On the 14di, being.firstday, I attended 
the meeting at this place^ 



•i 



I have often had to notice the hqspjkality of 
friends in this part of the world. Here again I 
witnessed it, in the generous attentions of a friend 
of this place, who kindly invited me to his house; 
where I dined*. This, friend I found was a relation 
to the Wilson's of Kendal. After spending an 
hour or two satisfactorily in his family, I went on 
board the packet for Philadelphia, acqon^panied 
by several friends from this neighbourhood^ who 
w^e on their way to the yearly meeting about to 
be held in that city. The weather b^eii^ warm 
and fine, and having a dear moonlight . eveniog, 
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we bad an agreeable sail down the Delaware; tlie 
pleasure of which .was heightened^ by the unref* 
senred conversation of a number of sensible friends 
on board the packet* After landing near the spot 
where William Peim held bis treaty with the In* 
dianSy 1 made the best of ray ^vy to my old qoav* 
ten itt Ardv'ttreet^ wlmre I lodged this night* 

4^ Mottthr ISihj 1S05. I attended the firrt 
sitting of the yearly meeting in BhiladelpUa^ Thii 
yearly meeting comprises the following quarterly 
meetings^ (yit.) Philadelphia, Abbington, Bucks 
County, Goncord, Cain, Weatem, Southern^ Bur- 
lifigfCotl, Ha!(Mienfieid> Saleai^ and Shrewsbuiy. 
TUse finst sitting wlsts chiefly occupied m oatting 
over the i^resaitatives, reading several cerlifr* 
cfttiss of public friends present, from distant 
yearly meetings, and in answering the five first 
queries. 

In ihe- afternoon the remaining <pieries werar. 
ainswered. 

Atk M(M^ Idih. At the third sttting % number 
of ef>i^Ies wdre i^eoeii^d from diflermt yearly, 
meetings on this continent^ as well sts one fwm 
tisuU held in London. Six hundi^ copies of the 
latter were ordered to be pmtod, Ibr distvibuttOH^ 
widiin the (fistrict of this yearly meetmg. « 
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Last evening I attended a committee of tfie 
yearly meeting,, appointed for the revisal of tbe 
discipline*. 

In tlje afternoon, T attended'* the fourth sitting f 
the early part of which was employed in readii^ 
several certificates of publie friends present. Some 
committees were also appointed; and a report 
from the committee on the revisiou of the disqir 
jJine, was read and agreed to«. 

iih'Monthy MtK. In die morning, I attended 
the fifth sitting, when the consideration on the 
state of the society, as it appeared from the answers 
to the queries was entered into. The minutes of 
the meeting. for sufferings were also read ; and an 
epistle to the yearly meeting in, London was read 
and agreed to? 

In the afternoon was the sixth sitting, when a 
report of tbe state of Westowi* School was read. 
Afterwards a discussion took place on the subject 
of a report of the Committee oo^ Indian affairs 
being read m tfae'meetii%^'but'it* ended 'witbout 
anj^ decision oi th^ question at diat time. A testh 
nony respecting Wmt Siyery was read, smd also 
one on. account of another deceased friend| ^hicb 
Qoachtded the meeting agreeably. ^ - 



, ■■ I 
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Ath Monthy 18/A. Meetings, for worship bekg 
lield at the three (}iff6rfpt mooting-houses in this 
city, 1 attended that in Pine-street, and afterwards, 
being kindly invited, I. dined at N. W/s, in com- 
pany with a lai^e number of friends^ from different 
parts of the vcoutinent 

■ 

In die afternoon, I attended (he seventh sitting 
of Ae yearly meeting, w^hen it-was almost imme- 
diately agreed, that die report from the committee 
on Indian affairs should -foe read; and it turned out 
Tery interesting and satisfactory to the meeting at 
large. After this sitting, i drank tea and spent a 
pleasant evening at W. A.% in company with 
J.S. a worthy minister, and a broom-makier; a 
4iumble occcupation, like thatof ;the apostles of old. 

Mh Monfk, igih, T attended the eighth sit6ng, 
"when the ncimutes of die last yearly meeting werie 
read; 9lso the report of the committee on the revi- 
sion of die discipline. In consequence of this 
leport, it'was agreed that any friend paying money 
in lieu of personal service in war, "even diough the 
money ^nS psudiShould 1)6 applied to llhe uses of 
the parochial poor, would infringe' iipon our testi- 
mony agiuttst that dreadful evil. 

In ihe afternoon, I attended the nmth sittings 
"which was mostly occupied about monej concerns ; 
when it appeared that the Bati<mal stock had a 
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balance in hdnd. In the evening I attended 1 
Westowa School -Committee. 

Aih Month, 90th. I attended tlic tenth and I 
fitting of the yearly meeting. The epistles 
seveml yearly meetings were read and agreed 1 
afterwards. several' female friei^KJ^ were .i|itro4u( 
from the womensV n^eeting. After a short paii 
one of them addressed, herself to the meeting; 1 
more .particularly to those en^ployed in husb^d 
V^ho composed a l^rge part of ;the body, then ..p 
»ent* Ip ; lively ^and ^niui^ted lapgu^ge she , 
,maxkeii to.tb^m, that .4ie, nature qf $h^ir,^^pl< 
.inent afforded, iaajpeculiar;||ianne^, ap qppor 
nity of observing the wmd^rfHl works of t 
creation ; but^ at the same time, she expressec 
fear rthat some of thcmi 4id pot si^ffii^ien^y, 
these . things^ reg^d the Alpughty .a«d rBcp^^fiqf 
Author of every n^erqy. Jp the. *r^c41e^^ 
thereof, the words ^f a piops author 1^^ oecun 

to her memory, \vbich.w^redescfiptiY^.^I ^jsf^ 
truly alive to,tJbe fee)ing8:pf.gi[8^titude ap4,^Q| 
^tion to . idpie ,Qr^at .Fffst ,Pa^^ ^bii^s; ai 

arp. as fqllowsi*^ . . * 

■ . . . 

" He looks abroad into the varied iield 
^* Of Nature, and tbo' ppor^perhaps, cqnaparfd 
'< With tlose whose mansions guttier m his sight^ 
'* Calls the delightftil sceneiy all hi« own, . 
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^-' Ills are the mountains^ and the vallles his; 

** And the respleudeDt rivers. His t* enjoy 

^' Wit^ a propriety that non^ can feel, 

*< But who, with filial confidence inspir*d, 

'' Can lifl to Heaven an uiipresumptuous eye, 

^ And smiling say, ^ my Father made them all!' 

** Are they not his by a peculiar right, 

" And by an emphasis of interest his, 

^ Whose eye they "fill with tears of holy joy, 

** Whose heart with praise^ and whose exalted mind, 

*' With worthy thoughts of that unwearied love 

" Wliich plann'd, and built, and still upholds a world, 

<*"So cloth'd with beauty, for rebellious man ?^ 

During the time of expressing the above lines, 

m unusual solemnity prevailed; and although a 

very large number of friends was present, which 

might amounl to tsi^o thousand, yet not the least 

discordant sound was heard. After the women 

friends had withdrawn, some discussion took place 

relative to the slave trade, in which it was lamented 

that the endeavours of friends and oAers, had not 

produced the desired eflTect; but, that it was still 

carried on virith rather increasing avidity. Under 

these consideradons, friends were called upon in 

(he most impressive terms, to remember the 

oppressed Africans, in their supplications at the 

Throne of Mercy ; and, under the weight thereof, 

the yearly meeting concluded to general $a^s- 

{action. 



«^ 
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CHAPTER Vt 



Pkiladelphiaf SfC'-^TrentoU'^New-York''^ Burtintton-^ 
Fhiladdphia-^Newcastk'^Baltimore — Washington^ 
Richmond'^Alexandna'^Contrmt between Penns^lvth 
^ia and the SUaies culikated bj/ Slaves* 

I remsdned at Pliiladelphia^ or in its vicinity, 
for some weeks after the yearly meeting ; and 
the 13th of ^tli Month, 180^^ M^as spent at 
my rdation'-s W. B. Our time passed on 
very agreeably ia traversing- his 'plantation, or 
farm^ on the Banks of the S4;;huylkill and 
Perkiomy. Hie more I see of it, the more I 
am convinced that it is one ^f the most beautiful 
and healthy siluatioB3 I have known, either in 
America or in England. The ground rising till it 
becomes elevated high above the banks of the 
rivers^ eonmiands a prospect as delightful as can 
well be eoncieived. A view of some of our ISTo- 
))l«men'(i Park9^ 'on the more extensive scale, may 
give a faint idea of the prospect here seen; for 
even with such it is comparing small things MHii^ 
great ones, or putting art in eompetiiion with 
nature. As far as the eye can Command, one wide 

spreading Forest is sesm^ interspersed with planta- 
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tions or farms, and sheets of water ; ^vliich have 
a little the appearance of lawns and fish- 
ponds, such as are seen about the ancient seats of 
our nobility ; but upon a scal« exceeding all conv* 
parison. 

6th Mouth, lAth to the l6ih* I continued atf 
my relation's ; and, in one of our walks along the 
margin of the Schuylkill^ I observed a neat little 

cbttage, inhabited by a black &mily, to whicAr 

&e former owner of the plantation^^ had given their 

freedom, with this cottage and a few acres of land.^ 

This little domain was managed with great econo* 

my, and afforded diem a comfortd>Ie and inde- 

pendent livelihood. We picked up several land 

tortoises^ a species of animal which abounds ia 

these meadows. Here is also a great abundaiicc 

of that kind of tortoise called the snapping tiirtl'ig;. 

which makes very good soup ; and, as fapas I am 

.able to judge, nearly equal to that made from the 

sea turtle. The snapping turtles are voracious 

animals, destructive to young ducks and goslings, 

laying hold of them by the legs and dragging then» 

under water to devour them. 

5iK Month, nth. My relation kindly Brougfit 
me to Philadelphia in his coach, and remained with 
me at our lodgings until next day^ after whkh^li 

H a 
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spent ^bout a week iu the company of my friends 
in Philadelphia. 

5th Month, Q.4ih. I put 10 hogsheads of to- 
bacco on board the Rose, Captain Hathaway, foi 
which I paid fourpence halfpenny per pound. Th< 
Captain offering to take with him any little mattei 
I was inclined to put under his care, I transmittec 
a packet of letters, and several little articles fo; 
my family; and with them eight land tortoises 
M'hich all got safe to England. In the same vesse 
M. R. took her passage home, in company wid 
an English family, and a young man from Lan 
caster, in Pennsylvania. They were favoured ti 
arrive safe at Liverpool; but this poop youn| 
man, taking his passage in the Ontario, on his in 
tended return to America, was lost at sea; the shij 
Jhaving never been heard of after she left Liverpool 

After piling with Capt. H. I set out for Neiw 
York, accompanied by J. J. and his sister ; an< 
having five other friends in company, we took tfi 
whole stage to ourselves, as we were all going t 
attend the yearly meeting in New York. On oa 
way we passed the Delaware at Trenton, where w 
dined. I have remarked that some people in Amc 
rica have a great predilection for wearing boob 
and for smoking segars. Even children of fiv 
«r six years of age, ^re sometimes seen, in thei 
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kooUi, Bmoiimg segars. At Trenton, I was enter* 
tamed with the Aight of t company of journeymen^ 
ttiUorS) at die work-board, all booted aa if ready 
for mounting a horse* This article of dress is 
full as expensive here as in England ; yet a 
boot^nudc^ Wld me^ thatt b^ sometimes sold 
Ho less than three pairs if^ithni the winter io 
lome ladixdduals mijIo esuhaed their btead b;y their 
Aaily labour ; ^md, for these^ diey paid S&s. ster* 
Hog ptr patr» In the afternoon we parsed Princ^e-*- 
tpwn^ and, that night, lodged at Brunswick. 

. 5ik M)J9th, Q5ih. We breakfasted at ElizSibetb 
SWn; and arriv^ at Paules^hook Ferry about 
Mon* H^re 1 4aw a; $eet ^ afined vessels, i* e. 
A>itr ships and oneJ]frig« As ihey were full of 
ten and g«ii% and the men wtre dressed in uni*- 
foimBf the^r %ad a very Warlike apipeartince. Thia- 
fleet wafi just rehn'tted from the island of St. Doipin'^. 
go, wiih a very valuable cargo of coffee ; attd was said 
t» iiave made the most succeac^l voyage ever re- 
membered^ At the ferry we w^e told, itst was^ 

G 's fleet, and was principally belonging to a 

aierchant a^ New-York ol that iiame, whi^ ha* 
acquired v^ . gteat ricfie»^ thereby. This was a 
lemarkable instance of iher great exteht to A^hich 
.tbenerchauts of this country carry their m^can* 
lile concerns j yet so uncertain is trade, that this 
jKom stopped payment a few months afte£war(&> 
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We crossed-the North River, and arrived at New- 
York to dinner ; where I took up my lodgings at 
my old friend P. P/s, whom I fowid in a weak 
^tate of health. 

5th Month, 26th. I attended New-York meet- 
mg; afterwards dined at J. B/s, in company with 
two friends from Canada^ In the afternoon i 
drank tea at J. M/s, in company with several 
other friends; and spent the evening at C^ and 

5th Month, Slst. The last five days I spent in 
attending the yearly meeting at New- York; and 
on the evening of tlie Slst attended a Committee 
on Indian Affairs; Hiis committee corresponds 
with the Indians, who are disposed to be instructed 
and assisted by friends; I observed that the com* 
munications fi^om the Indians consisted chiefly in 
requests that friendis would furnish them with iron* 
work, and workmen to assist them in building 
their houses and bams.. 

6th Month, IsL . I went to Flushing on Long 
Island, along, with my relation T. W. and ano- 
ther friend. On the 3d we returned to New- 
York, and, in the afternoon, I set out for Phila- 
delphia in the Amboy Packet, in company with a 
French merchant, his wife, and three children. 
They came from Bourd^ux^ whence tfiey weit 
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jttst arrived. We bad al^o. on board a yonnj^ 
man from Montego Bay, in Jamaica. The after* 
noon being fine and clear, the ivind fair, and 
the company agreeable, we had a delightful sail 
ta Amboy, being about 30 miles.^ 

6th Mouthy 4th. I came to BurKngton.;^ and; 
a^er a pleasant evening spent in the family^ 
slept at G, D/si. 

6th Months Sth. Tins morning f called upon 
J. H. with whom I spent an hour or two veiy 
pleasantly, in company vrith Geo, Dillwyn. Most 
of the time, we- sat upon the benches at his door, 
die weather being very fine and warm. It is very 
common here to have benches, facing each other, 
•n the outside of their houses, at the doors, un« 
der the shade of trees planted in the streets; 
Inhere they frequently sit enjoying the fresh breeze, 
and the shade. Burlington is a pleasant place 
in these respects; the principal street being 
fronted by the Delaware, has the benefit of the 
cool air blowing from it. This evening I anived 
at Philadelphia, after a pleasant sail of IS miles 
^wn the Delaware. 

^th Monthf Q,Qth. After spending about seven 
weeks in Philadelphia and its neighbourhood, 
principally in attention to commercial engage* 
mentS; I this day set out; accompanied by Edward 
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Wilsoii^-foir Baltiinorei in die Newcakle paclte 
boat. We had a pleasant sail down die Delawar 
aod aniired at Newcastle a little before noon ^ 4 
titles. This. plaiQe has the appearance of coi 
siderable antiquity^ diough it b not very latg< 
and, in the neighbourhood of it are many thoi 
fkXKea^ which a^ seldom foand ui Aitevictu 

7th Month, 9Qth. We set out this mornifis £ 
French-Town, by the stage, where we arrived 
breakfast^ . 1^6 milea^ and that place being on d 
banks, of the Chesapeak Bay^ we there met wii 
^e Baltimore; Packet^ in^ which we embarke 
after our refreahmeat*. h sailing, down the Ba 
die weadier being fine^ the Captain sent his bo 
along shore to collect drift woo(^ for the fire; ai 
she soon returned well loaded. On bo^rd tl 
packet, we dined, supped, and lodged, and brea 
fasted next morning. For all this and our passag 
we paid five dollars each. 

7/A M^nthf SOih^ After bpeakfbsting on boa 
die packet in Chesapeak Bay, we landed at Bal 
more; and, passing a few miles mp the riv 
Potapsco, I spent the remainder of the day 
business, and took up my lodgings at J* T/s* 

8^A Month, 3d. This evening* I vimted ElliGd 
3iill8, in company with J. T^ and liis wife. Tl 
jpverseer of these nulls ivyformed :ia6 diey €oy 



NORTH AMERICA. ^. 

grind and pack 300 barrels of flour per day. A 
barrel being 1961b8. or 14st. the annual returns, 
tX 3 8. per stone, would be nearly 200,000 L The 
stones were 7 feet in diameter. 

Sth Month, 6th. I left Baltimore^ in company 
with T. M. of Sandy Springs. In the evening we 
reached George-Town, where he is employed, by 
the corporation, to fill up the deep channel of the 
Patowmack, on the south side of Mason's Island, 
in order to turn the stream of that river to the side 
next to George-Town, that the harbour may be 
deepened. Near Bladensburg we passed a Caro- 
lina Slave Merchant, with a company of slaves, 
men, women, and children; who all stopped at the 
door of the inn where we dined. Some of them 
appeared much dejected; an(^ on my questioning 
them, they told me they were taken from their 
relatives and friends by force. One of the females 
being known to a black man in the stage, he asked 
her how she came there^ knowing her to be a free 
black. She replied, that some time since, her 
husband bad been taken from her, and carried 
mto the Carolinas ;: and that she had (ktermioed 
to follow him in his bondage. This appeared tO 
be a remarkable proof of conjugal affection, and 
showed a high degree of sensibility: but, in thus 
following her husband, there is great reason to 
fear, fromi the general conduct of these Slave 
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Merchants^ that £^e herself would be sold as a slate 
by this man; who, imder pretence of taking her txy 
her husband, wosld probably betray her. This 
night I lodged at Wm. Morgan's^ in George-ToAvn,. 
at whose house T. Moor also lodged;. 

' Qth Month, 7th. I went to Washington city* 
The next day I visited Doctor Thornton, of the 
patent OiEce, and was shown a variety of curious 
models* I noticed one in particular, for picking, 
carding, and spinning cotton, which might be 
wrought by a child of five or six yeais old ; and* 
though in but little compass, would »pin 18 threadfli 
at once. In the afternoon I vi^ted General^ 
Mason's residence on Mason's Island, which is a^ 
very beautiful spot. In this excursion \ had the 
company of T. Moor, Samuel Brooks, and the 
Mayor of the city, who assisted* in rowiiig tEr 
boat. The great officers of these cities are not 
above occasional offices of this kind. In the even- 
ing, I came to Wm. Moi^;pn's, and lodged tbere< 

^h Month, 9th^ I saiSed^down the Patowmact 
to Alexandiia, and tx>ak iip my quartets with my 
kind friend and relative P. J« who had marrie4^^ 
M« L. a cousin of my brodier J. L«. 

QthMonthf ISth. I spent this day atFrederieksk 

.burg, a considerable town on. the Rappahannock^ 

to which I came in the stage yesterday. Somet 



tusiness coBtmues to be done here m tobacco; but 
Aat trade b much on the decline « 

6th Month f 1 4th. I came to Richmottd^ ftrougfa 
d country cultivated bj black slaves ; where, as 
a matter of course, poverty and Miretchedness 
tcfm to abound. The different appearance of 
those States, in which slaves are employed, wfaeii 
compared with Pennsylvania and the other States 
iidiere slavery is not permitted, is truly astcmifAung, 

^h Month, I5th. I spent this 4ay ait Ricfa^ 
mend. In theevening I walked to Manchester, over 
die bridge at James's River, wfaidi at &is place is 
nearly halfa mile wide. Frommy.ownobservationsj 
^d the information I receive^ from an iiihri>itaht^ 
Kichmond appears to be a place of great dissipa- 
tion; chicly arising from the loose and debauched 
condnct of the white people with their black 
female slaves. It frequently happens here, vii in 
other places, that the white inhabitsmts, m sellk^ 
the offspring of these poor debased females, sell 
<heir own sMs and daughters, with 6d much indif- 
ferenee as they wocdd 'sell their <}attie. jBy such 
meafiSy orrery tender senttinent of the human 
breast is laid iyoste, imd men become so degraded, 
that dieir feelings rank but little above diose c^ 
Ihe beauts of ■■ Hiie ^Id, lo tbe treatment of dieir 
offiprmgi how. far do some of tb« brute creatioa 
surpass them! 
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An active clever woman of this place, vnih a 
servant and two children^ came with me in the 
stage part of the way to Fredericksburgh. She 
told me that she was a native of Edinburgh, and 
that her husband and family had been settled for 
some time in Richmond, as linen-drapers and mil- 
liners; had been successful in business, and had 
the prospect of a continuance of success; but, as 
a longer residence there, would,. in their view, be 
attended with almost certain ruin to the morab of 

• 

their children, they had determined to leave the 
place, ^id remove to a less exposed situation; 
where they would not be tried with the con- 
taminating influence and effects of this unhallowed 
system of slavery. For an active, industcious 
coup^ with a numerous rising family, thus to 
come to the resolution of. quitting a lucrative bu- 
siness and situation, on these grounds, is, I think, 
a maik of best wisdom and isound judgment, aud 
is worthy the imitation of all those who are alike 
circumstanced. ' 

SA'Monthf l6th* I left Richmoqd in the 
morning ; and reached the Bowlmg-green Tavero 
to dinner* The owner of the plantation on which 
this Tavern stands, it was ssud, had more than 9O0 
slaves in his employment. I reached Fredericks- 
burg diis night. In passing alon^, I saw some 
Yams growings at a little distance; soutb of Fre* 
dericksburg. 
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Bth Mantkj 17 th. I came this day to Alexan- 
dria, la coming we passed Mount Veinon, the 
habitation of die late General Washington^ a little 
on the righty about 10 or 12 miles from Alexan- 
dria, When we came witliin about 5 miles of this 
city, the stage driver told us that before sun-rise 
in die morning, while it was yet rather dark, close 
by the place we then were at, his 4 horses suddenly 
stopped ; but for what cause he could not con- 
jtcture. However, on giving them a smart stroke 
or two ViiAx the whip, they suddenly started for* 
ward, when he immediately saw a veiy large 
make entasgled amongst dieir legs ; but, push- 
ing on with great violence, they soon cleared 
tkenselves; and die stage drove directly over it* 
The sound of the horses hoofs, and the sensation 
he felt when the carriage passed over the snake, 
wsai in him d^ idea of driving over several 
shea^ves.of wheat ; and, to die best of his judgment, 
horn die £Mkit view be iiad q{ the laeptile, he be^ 
lieiieditto>heas thkkas'die ealf of aman'sleg^ 
'Bie jpfi3f9eiiger3 were akrmfid, but, on recovering 
fram thfiifi feigkt, insisted upon getting out^ and en« 
de»Teui99g' to find die snake, believing that he must 
be4isafaled by the wheels of Xh^ carriage. They ac- 
cordingly searched •about, the place, but could see 
nothing of him ; and, as there was a stream near, 
they supposed he had got into it, and had floated 
4own^di die curroit. The senior Magistrate of 

I 
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Alexandria was present in the stage^ as the driver 
gave this account ; and being well acquainted witk 
tlie nian^ considered him worthy of credit. 

Sth Manthy ISth. I attended Alexandria meet- 
ipg ; and, in the afternoon, drank tea with a friend 
from Birmingham, now well settled here with his 
-wife and children. My home was at P. J.'s where 
i lodged and was kindly entertained. 

The number of black slaves kept in and near 
Alexandria, is very great. On market days many 
oome out of the country with fruit, vegetables, 
&c. and some, even girls of 10 or 12 years of age, 
ai'e seen walking the streets with baskets on their 
beads, without any clothing. Some, both men and 
"women, are nearly without clothing ; and what little 
is allowed to many of them is all in rags. Their com- 
mon full dress is a coarse sacking or linsey rFocfhej ' 
shirt and trowsers for the men; and, for the women, 
a long garment or a petticoat, and a short w aist- 
coat of the same materials ; both sexes go without 
shoes or stockings, and mostly without h^tsf. I 
miderstood from a respectable person that farther 
to the South he has seen, at the houses of what 
are called gentlemen, the young blacks waiting 
at table,' quite naked ; without discovering any ' 
appearance of shame either in master or «lav€. 

There is a very striking contrast betwieen the fip- , 
pearance of tlie horses or teams in Pennsylvama^ 
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and those in the Southern- States where slaves are 
kept. In Pennsylvania we meet great numbers 
of waggons, drawn by 4 or more fine fat Koi*ses ; 
the carriages- firm and well made, and covered 
with stouty good linen, bleached almost white; 
and it is iiot uncommon to see 10 or 15 together, 
travellings cheerfully along the road, the driver 
riding en one of the horses. Many of these come 
more than 300 miles to Philadelphia, from the 
Ohio, Pittsburg, and other places; and 1 havebeea 
told by a respectable friend, a native of Phila- 
ctelphia, that more' thian 1000 covered carriages 
frequently come to Philadelphia-market. Indeed 
the appearance of them on market-days, in ISf arket- 
street, which is 2 miles in^ length, and about 40 
yards in width, is such as no stranger can have a 
just conception of; to say notliing of the adjoining 
streets, which are crowded with farmers* carts and 
waggons from every quarter. 

The appearance of things in the Slave States is 
quite the reverse of this. We sometimes meet 
aragged black boy or girl, diiving a team consist- 
ing of a lean cow and a mule ; sometimes a lean 
bull or an ox, and a mule ; and I have seen a mule, 
a bull, and a cow, each miserable in its appear^ 
ance, composing one team, with a half-naked 
black slave or two, riding or driving, as occasion 
suited. The carriage or waggon, if it may bo- 
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/ealled such, appeared in as wretched a condition 
as the team and its driver. Sometimes a coupk 
of horses^ mules, or cows, &c. would be dragging 
a hogshead of tobacco, with a pivot or axel driven 
into each end of the hogshead, and something like 
a shaft attached, by which it was drawn or rolled 
along the road. I have seen two oxen and two 
i^laves pretty fully employed in getting along a 
single hogshead ; and eome of theae come from % 
gv^at distance inland. 

Ip the evening of this day, I had a pleasant sail 
up the Patowmack to George-Town, where I 
lodged. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

fFashingtoni^Fredcrich-Toxin — York-Tomi'^Columbiar^ 
Lancaster-^Merion-^Radnor: 

\gthof %th Monthy 1805. I spent this day at* 
Washingtott City and George-Town; dined at 
Doctor Thornton V, an old school-fellow, and a^ 
descendant of Governor- Pickering. of Tortola. I 
likewise spent the evening with the Doctor at the 
Patent Office, from which we had a beautiful 
prospect down the Patown^ck. 

8/A Month, QOth, I went in the stage from 

George-Town to Frederick-Town, in Maryland. 

At this place the death of a person of the name 

tf Smith, was a genieral subject of conversation. 

I' was informed that^ in early life, he had been a 

•transported convict, from England, and hadrlived 

and wrought with the black slaved, and had 

taken a wife from amongst . thera. Since the time 

of his servitude expired, he had, by industry 

and management, acquiied 70,0001. part of which 

he gave' to his children by his black wife ; and the 

residue, being much the Wgest proportion^ to his 

white children. This man, I was told, was the 

principal stockholder, in the Columbia Bank. 

I spent two days more at Frederick-Town, be*- 

^detained by the stage. Great numbers of 

1 3 
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black slaves are kept in this part of Maryland. 
One farmer was mentioned to me who kept up- 
wards of 200; and from the quantity of land he had 
under cultivation, there did not appear to be more 
than 10 acres to one slave ; which of course could 
yield but little profit to &e owner. I waes told of 
one couple of slaves he had, who lived as noan and 
wife, and were valued at more than 4001. on ac- 
count of their stout healthy children; whom be 
could sell at a very high price when jetAg. Fvom 
the information I received, it appesired that breed-. 
ing slaves was the best part of his business. Such 
is the corrupt dtate of things wher« slavery is 
permitted. 

Sfh Month, Q,3d. I cause to Haoiover, in colth 
|)any wiA two persons eft the itsme of Suntl, 
grandsons of a fiiend in the namstry w4io' &xh 
merly resided at Marlbroogh, in Fairfanc Ck>unty, 
Virginia. John Woolman makes honourabfe men- 
tioQ of this friend in his joumaL 

Btk Month, 24th. This momiag y/i^ passed 
through York-Town, where we breakfasted. At ii» 
Assizes or Sessions, which were held at tfert time, ^ 
boy of about 15 years of age, was convicted of die 
wilful and deliberate murder of his play-fellow, a 
little boy ^ or 3 years younger than liim^f. The 
reason he assigned for this cruel act was, thrAt Mft 
companion had won a few peace from bim at some 



game of chance. A lawyer who had attended the 
trials was with us in the stage, and said that the 
culprit appeared unconcerned as to the issue ; 
and when convicted, showed no emotion ; but with 
a great deal or indifference requested that his 
acquaintance^ would attend at his execution ; which 
they did. 

At noon we come to the Susquehanna, on the 
oppotttfe siiore to CohmAia, where we dined. 
Hiis is one of the most beautiful and romantic 
parts of America. The river is here nearly one 
mile broad, wi& a number of beautiful little 
islands spread over it. What added greatly to the 
beauty of the scene, were the high rocks which 
rise from the margin of the river, and near which 
were seen many eagles and fish-hawks soaring in 
the air; the latter frequently darting into thB 
Water, where they make a prey of the fish. In 
rising a^ain, it frequently happens that the eagles 
pursue the hawks, and compel diem to let go their 
prize; and such is the swiftness of the eagle, that 
be will often dart down and seize the fisb^ before 
it tetuAes the water. 

In the shallow parts of the river, many beauti- 
fol white herons are seen, stalking along in 
search of food; making a beautiiul variety in the 
prospect* 
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I saw a number of large flat-bottomed boats iH 
this river, some of which, had come upwards of 
300 miles, aad could carry 1000 bushels of wheat. 
The largest of them are more than 70 feet in length, 
but calculated for one voyage only, and for floating 
down the rivers with the stream, ovfer shallows and 
falls ; for when they arrive at the place of thrir 
destination, they are taken in pieces and the 
timber is used for other purposes. Exclusive 
of these boats, which are called arks, and have 
frequently a kind of cottage upon them, in which 
several persons are accommodated during the 
voyage; there are also many large floats of timber 
which are so fixed together, that they appear like 
one large compact body^ on which a small dwelling- 
house is built for the accommodation of a family. 
These floats sometimes contain several thousands 
feet of timber, which are conveyed in this wa) se- 
veral hundred miles, at a very trifling exp^ise. After 
crossing this beautiful river in the ferry-boat, we 
came to Columbia, a small new built city rising 
fast into importance. Here we again entered into 
the stage, and passing througha fine well-cultivated 
country, on a good tunipike-road, we camfr to 
Lancaster; which is considered the best inland 
town in North America, and is about 12 mile$ 
distant from Columbia. 

Sth Month, Q5th. This was the first day of tlie 
"Week ; and there being no meeting of friends h 
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lAocaster, I wa» induced to mquire if no friend 
lesided there^ and was infoimed of. a person resident 
in the town, who was a member of our society. 
I called upon him and was kindly entertained by 
llim the whole of the afternoon. After a little 
conversation: with him, I found that he was father 
to one of my customers in America. I have often 
thought it a great privilege in our society, that 
iidi an iuterchai^e of hospitality and freedom pre* 
▼ails among us. It has a great tendency to smooUi 
die path of life, especially to strangers in a strange 
land. In the course of conversation jn this family, 
I found that Major Andre and Colonel Despard- 
Had both taken up their lodgings with them, 
when prisoners on parole to the Americans. 
They spoke very respectfully of Major Andre, who 
htd so conducted himself as to gain much upon 
Ae affections of the whole family. Some of hiaf 
drawings and letters were shewn to me, which 
diey preserved with great care. 

Sth Months Q6th. The short time I remained 
in Lancaster, I found that considerable business 
was done in the manufactory of locks, latches, and 
vfleguns, all of which are esteemed to be superior to 
those imported from England. This day I came to 
Phihidelphia and had the company of Judge Yates 
die whole of the way. In the evening, I attended 
the burial of C. W. a young man whom I had left 
hat a few days before in good health. 
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8^A Month, SUt. The last five days have been 
spent at Merion. At this place I was told that 
a3 William. Penn was once coming up from New- 
castle to Philadelphia, a friend in the vessel re- 
marked tliat both tlie wind and. the tide were against 
them ; William Penn immediately replied, that 
^^ himself had . been sailing against wind and tide 
all his life/' This reply was very descriptive oS 
the difficulties which this great man encountered 
in the world*. 

Qtk Month, Q,l$t4 The last three weeks TcOlK 
tinned at Merion, occasionally going to Philadelt 
phia on business. In the afteinoon of this daj[L 
visited P* A» and his wife at H. . Bowman-s.* 
They are an ancient couple of plain, honest fri^ds, 
both in the ministry. ITie grandfather, of the for- 
mer came amongst friends in. a remarkable wajv 
He resided neai; the sea coast in the Jerseys, and 
being an active, lively young man, he used sorne^ 
times to employ himself in playing upon a violin 
amongst his neighbours ; especially when the you&g 
people were collected to dance and make merry* 
After one of these occasions, as he was returning 
home, late in the evening, he observed a humaa 
skull lying upon, the sand ; which, as he passed .bfy 
caused some serious reflections; but they passed 
qff for the present. Going that way again some- 
time after, the impressions were renewed,, and 
while he was musing over the skull, which, bsid 
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ihus, a second time^ been the means of bringing 
into his mind a train of serious reflections, :he con- 
cluded to bury this dry bone which had so po^ver- 
fidly preached to him. He covered it carefully 
up in the earth;^ and went home, enjoying the 
pleasing reflection vof having performed this last 
office to the remains of a fellow-creature. Such, 
however, were the weight and solemnity occasioned 

by the impressions oik his mind from this circum- 
stance, that-a total <:hange in hislife and conversation 
succeeded; and, shortly after, he joined friends 
and became a valuable minister in the society. 
Some mention is naade of this friend, I believe ia 
Thomas Chalkley's Journal. His name was Peterv 
Aodrews* 

Vth Month, Q>9th. I still riemained at Merion^ 
and, this morning, attended meeting there. In the 
afternoon, I had the curiosity to take a view of a 
large methodist meeting, held near us, called a 
camp meeting ; which had been continued about: 
awee)^, almost night and day. The <?oncourse o£ 
people was very great ; and numbers of them, it 
was said, had come several hundred miles to attend 
the. meeting. Many tents and huts were erected 
on the spot; and a great number of carriages ()t 
yarioMS descriptions, si^ch as coaches, coachees^; 
chair^, covered waggons, carts, &c. &c. were col- 
lected under the shade of a lofty forest. From 
isome conversation I had with one of the conductors 
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of tbis assembl;, I understood 'll»t great exertioos 
bid been used to presenre order, espeeially dirou^ 
the night; ^UEid, that, at ten o'cloek in the evetui^, 
patroles >went. round the eneampment to see diat 
all \f ere in their proper tento and phices. Thofe 
who had not a birth within the^camp yrete sent out 
Their meetingshad been^-kept up-«ev«ral days \nth 
ahnost incredible zeal, from early in the momiag; 
until late in the OTening; and, eyen after they hni 
vrithdrawn into their huts and tente, numbers of 
them jcontaiiedin prayer through a great part of 
the night It m^ well be supposed therefore 
that ^ preachers were a good deal exhausted; 
eapedaliy as their ^langufge and gestures were 
generally violent. Some of the most zesdous 
would quite exhaust themselves in less than an 
hour ; but; there hemg a considerable number on fte 
stage on which they preached, dieir place^were sap- 
plied iniinediately on then* sitting down. I obserred 
that a great number of N^o fcrailies attended; 
and many of them in handsome carriages. The 
whole number of persons composing thisr nieetii^ 
was ^d to'be 5000. / 

Wtk Mentha Sd. I spent the fast f ou r da ys at 
3ferion. We have lately had the agreeable com- 
pany of divers' friends, some of whom left Fhila- 
delpliia on a:ccount of the jeBow fever, l^bidi 
prevailed in ^ city. 



IQCi Month, 4th, I attended Merion meetings 
^here we had th^ company of Elizabeth Cogshall 
and Elizabeth Bird. Aft^r meeting I spent some 
time with them pleasantly, at the house of a 
young man who had been disowned for taking up 
arms; but.who had lately been reinstated; and his 
wife, who is an agieeaUe friend, was received into 
luembenhip.at the same time. 

lOth Monthj 5th. Joseph Paul kindly took me 
IB his carriage, to see a large encampment on the 
Kdge Boad, where many poor persons were accom- 
Skodated^ who had left Philadelphia to avoid the 
infection of the yellow fever. Afterwards, we visited 
4e gardens and green-houses of Wm. Hamiltoo, 
inhere we saw a number of plants and shrubs^ 
natives of every quarter of the world. 

lOM Month, lOth. I went to Radnor monthly 
meeting ; at which was a couple, who were about 
to be married ; for whose accommodation the meet- 
ing at Merion was agreed to be held on 5th day, 
instead of 6th ; and the alteration appearing eligi- 
ble for a continuance, was so determined. After 
meeting, I dined at J. H.'s, and supped and spent 
the evening at O. J.'s This friend was one of 
those who suffered banishment on account of their 
supposed attachment to the British, during the 
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revolution. His sister told me that on William^ 
Penn's arrival in Ariierica, he lodged at her great 
grandfather's at Merion. At that time her grand- 
father was a boy of about 12 years old; and being 
a lad of some curiosity, and not often seeing sudh 
a guest as Wrii. Penn, he -privately crept to the 
chamber door^ tip a flight of steps, on the outside of 
the building, which was only a log-house. On peep- 
ing through the latchet-hole, he was struck with 
awe, in beholdii^ this great man uponliifi knees, 
by the bed-side; and could distinctly hear him in 
prayer, and in thanksgiving, that he was thus pro- 
vided for in the wilderness. This circumstance 
made an impression upon the lad's mind^ whick 
^as not effaced in old age. 




^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Baoerfori^^lcaveg Meriori'^Bordcn Toun-^Amlfoj/?'^ 

NeuhYork — Hudson'^ Nine Partnen — Quarterly 
MeeHng'^Hudsan^' Albany — Troy. 

IQth of lOth Month, 1805. I retiinied from 
Rfudnor to Merion^ and this day attended Ilaverford 
meeting, at ^'fiich were several strangers, "^rhis is 
ope of tKe oldest meeting-houses in America ; and 
'^ at Ae early settlement of this meeting, friends of 
FhOadelphia went every third first day to attend 
it;, most of them coming on foot a distance of 
; iBout ten miles. At that time nearly the whole 
A'fflhc.Toadwas through a shady forest. Amongst 
V Ae rest, Wm. Penn used to come on horsebaclcj 
• Imd would occasionally take up a little bare-footed 
^^1 behind him, tb relieve her when tired. By 
ttip early minutes of the monthly meeting, it ap- 
. Mars tliat several friends were appointed to marfc 
'data road through the woods from Philadelphia, 
^ Haverford and Radnor meeting's. 

',^i/10th Month, I3th. I attended Merion meeting; 
^^Vltidiich was Sarah Harrison, who visited us at 

C lodgings after meeting; and we spent the after* 
I with her at the widow George's. 

lOth Month, I4th, was spent at Merion, prin^ 
eipally in writing to different correspondents fc 
America, k Qi 
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lOih Month, 1 5th, was employed in writing to 
my dear wife and the children^ and to some of 
my relations and friends in England. 

lOlh Month, l6th, was spent at Merion in writ- 
ing, and in the very acceptable company of 'a 
family, our fellow-boarders, whom I was about to^ 
leave with regret ; intending next day to set out oa 
a visit to my cousin H. M/s family at Hudson's, 
on the North River^ and to my cousin J. £/s, at 
Elkland's; near the head of the Susquehanna. 

10th Month, 1 7th. This d^y I came to E. W.% 
dnd J. P. being so kind as to take me to Frank- 
fort in his carriage, I embraced the opportunity 
of visiting a brother of his on the banks of the 
Delaware, where I spent an hour or two agreeably* 
Afterwards, he took me in his chaise to the stage 
office, whence 1 rode to the shore opposite Bordeil 
Town in the Mail Pilot. In crossing the Delft* 
ware to that place, I fell in company with a respeo* 
lable old Scotchman, who had been amusing hinb 
self in fishing. He told nie that he had sometimes 
had the company of General Moreau in his amuse!' 
jncnts, of whom he spoke highly, as a man of mild 
and agreeable manners. I spent this evening at 
Borden Town, the residence of the noted Thomas 
Pa}Tie. My lodgings being at the. tavern from 
whence the stage set out early in the morning, I 
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was tlirown into a mixed company of the towns- 
people. Being a stranger, this extraordinary 
person was introduced as a subject of convert 
sation; but the company being of diflferent reli-- 
gious and political sentiments^ I found that nothing 
correct could be gathered respecting the charac- 
ter of this man, even amongst his townsmen and 
neighbours. S5me of them asserted that Be was a 
dninkard ; others the contraiy. Some asserted that 
Be was not fit to live, and others with equal earnest- 
ness that he was an upright honest man^ and kind 
and friendly to the poor. Perhaps all might have 
some ground for their assertions, by viewing dif- 
ferent periods of his life ; but what appeared the 
most remarkable was an observation of the land-'' 
iMy, who asserted her belief, that he was ah 
enemy to American freedom, and that he wasr 
supported by Great Britain, and w^s the friend of 
that Government. Ei proof of her assertion, she 
said that he had treacherously mixed black sand' 
m the American gunpowder, intended to be used 
j^inst the English.. All this, however, manifested 
that the mmd of* man is liable to be darkened and' 
clouded by party spirit, which so much prevails in 
the world ; and which seems inseparable from free 
Governments, when mankind, individually, are 
unwilling to come under the government of the. 
Prince of Peace. 

k3 



. * ■. •* « 
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» 10th Month, l^th, I set outforAmboy,tlirouglx 
the Jerseys. 

10th Month, IQth. I came to South Amboy; 
some parts of the road were through a fruitful 
land^ and others through a land 'almost as sandy 
and barren as the deserts of Arabia* 

10/// Month, tOth. I waq imexpectedly detained 
at Amboy, the packet not arriving in time.— 
Tliis being first day, and there being no meeting 
near the place, I spent my time in walking along 
the sea shore, and observing the variety of marine 
productions that were spread along tlie coast 
Having my little bible, it was not the least of 
gratifications, occasionally to sit down upon a piece 
of the wreck of some stranded vessel^ which the 
stormy ocean had cast upon die beach, and read a 
page or two in that instructive volume. Whilst 
thus employed I could not help pitying that poor 
man of Borden Town, whose name 1 have recently 
mentioned, for having so unwisely deprived him- 
self of the great consolations which the Scriptures 
afford, by cultivating a disbelief of the troths 
which have been recorded for our comfort and 
instruction through time.— ITie situation of Amboy 
is peculiarly beautiful as to prospects. It com- 
mands a fulh view of the Neversink .Mountains^ 
smd of the light-house at $>\i\aA^-V\oq»V., \i>j which 
vessels generally piiiss *m gowi^ Xo ^\Alt<^\si^«^ 
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York and the Atlantic ; particularly those in the 
European trade. Other vessels also come up the 
3{aritan and die Hackinsack rivers^ which add to 
fthe beauty of the scene. 

lO^A Month, Q,\st. I went on board die packet 
for New- York, directly after a breakfast made 
chiefly of stewed oysters. These shell-fish abound 
80 nmch here, that little children are taught to eat 
them to breakfast. The landlady told me, that she 
fionietinies had Q, or 300 bushels in the cellar, at a 
time, in the winter season. A/ter being on board 
about a quarter of an hour, we were invited by 
signal to touch at Perth Amboy, on the opposite 
filiore ; where we landed about ten o'clock, and 
took in two families for New- York. As we sailed 
along, this Bay, I had an opportunity of seeing th^ 
oyster fishers, who were busily employed. The 
instruments they generally used, somev^ hat resem- 
bled two hay-rakes, with long iron teeth, having 
the handles, which are very long, pinned together 
about two feet from the heads of the rakes, so as 
to open and shut like a pair, of large pincers. 
TTiese instruments, which are called tongs, are 
opened wide when the heads are let down from 
the boat ; and, as soon as they reach the bottom, 
the men close them, and the teeth of the rakes 
meeting drag the oysters together. By this method 

from one to three or four oyst^isaitXaJjJciv^X^ 
time. 



I1& TRAVELS IN* 

§ * . . 

In sailbg from Perth Amboy to, New-Yorkt 
we picked up a good new boat, worth 10 or 1^ 
guineas, which was drifting out to sea. Having 
been so detained at Perth Amboy, and the wind 
proving unfavourable, we did not arrive at New- 
York until after dark. As the yellow fever had for 

some time prevailed at J^iew.-York, I was desirous o£ 
being put on shore at Brooklyn, on Lot\g Island; 

but, the night being dark with wind and. rain^ I 
could not prevail upon the Captain, of th^ packet 
to land me; upr could 1 obtain a. boat. of any kind 
to take me over. I was therefore under the neces- 
sity of going to New-York, where all was silent 
and solitary; and what used to be the busiest parts^^ 
were now without an inh^abitant to be seen. 

Having landed at Quince's Wharf^ I went along. 
Water-street to the Fly-market Wharf, hoping to- 
meet with the ferry-boat; but here likewise all was^ 
silence and solitude. I then went through the 
whole length of Fly-market, which had the ap- 
pearance of having been untrodden for weeks past; 
the light of some lamps shewing the boarded floor 
to be as clean as that of a parlour. From the Fly^ 
market, I crossed Pearl-street, into Maiden-lane^ 
and went on to Broad-way, to the City Hotel, a 
large spacious inn ; where"! was the only guest* 
When I was here last, the house w^ crowded with 
company; so much had this awful visitation varied 
fee scene in every part of \K\a )q^«^ ^^^l* "S^tm^ 
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of its inhabitants, with whom I had been ivell 
acquainted, had been saddenlj taken' away by the 
ravages of that dreadful disease. The liext mom* 

iflg I left New-York> and passing through Green- 
wich, and over Harlem Bridge^ I arrived at 
T. W.'s to dinner. Tliere I spent the afternoon in 
company with one of the Pilots for the Sonnd^ a 
healthy old man between 80 and 90 years of age, who 
frequently walked fiO miles a-day. In coming u^ 
to T. W.'s, I passed through Greenwich, a village 
to which the business of New- York, together with 
the banks and public offices," were removed 05 ac- 
count of the yello# fever. TTle bustle atid con- 
fusion occasioned thereby is not easily conceived. 
For the accommodation of the merchants, m^uy 
temporary wooden buildings were erected. 

lOth Month; 2Srf. I accompanied T, and E. 
W. to West Chester meeting ; and, in the after- 
noon, drank tea and spent a few hours with I. C.'s- 
fafmily, m ho were under affliction on account of 
the decease of his wife. She had been lately re- 
moved by the yellow fever, having, it was sup- 
posed, taken the infection the day previous to 
her coming to West Chester ; to which place the 
family h^d removed for safety from the infection, 
llie removal of this Valuable fi ieiid, has been a 
very trying dispensation to her husband and family^ 
If I understand right; she has left 13 children^ 
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tn conversadon with heir daughters, I m^bP- 
stood that the family were not aware that her 
complaint was ih» yellow fever, mitil after her 
decease. She was preserved in so much stillneaB 
and quietness, and> . apparently,, under so little 
bodily pain during the progress of the disordeif, 
that they had no apprehension of its being thb 
dreadful complaint, until afterwards informed by 
the medical attendants^ I lodged this night ixd 
the preceding at T. W/s. 

lOth Months 24M. I came down with T. W. 
in his chair, to Greenwich, on business. There I 
received letters from home, and also foi*warded 
divers others to England, by the Centurion. . 

lOth Mouthy Q.5th. This day and yesterday 1 
made my home at F. T.'s, where I lodged*^. 

lOth Month, 26th. This afternoon I left F. T.^s, 
and went on board a Hudson packet, called the 
Traveller, of which Ely Bunker, a friend of Hud- 
son, was owner and captain. As soon as the tide 
served^ we sailed up the North River, having in 
company a. young man from Hudson, and a youn; 
woman that was on her way to visit a sister wIk 
lay sick at Hudson. 

lOth Month, ilTth. Thi» and the preceding mgfi 
J lodged on board the pacWet, lu^i^wx^^osw^xhi 
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er, die scenery and prospects are in many 
ices grand and beautiful in a high degree ; espe- 
Uy in sailing by the Highlands, Stoney Point, 
1 the Katskill Mountains. Sometimes, for a 
isiderable distance, ihe Tocks rise from the edge 
die river, in*bold, lefty -precipices, similar to 
ise of Middleton Dale, in Derbyshire; and the 
sr, in many parts, is from one to two miles 
ir. This gives room for the vessels, which 
dgate fhe river, to pass and repass each other 
ihout danger; although the number is said to be 
wards of 1600. They consbt chiefly of sloops 
about 70 tons burthen ; yet large ships are occa- 
nally seen as high up as Hudson^s and Athens, 
ing about 150 miles up the country. In sailing 
this river, we sometimes had the sight of 15 or 20 
isels vrithin a short distance of us ; and Captain 
inker mentioned that he had sometimes seen 30 
company. Although this river Is pretty straight; 
general, yet it frequently winds its way between 
ty rocics and mountains, which cause a variety 
currents in the wind, so as to require a good 
il of care and management to work the vessels 
advantage. It was amusing sometimes to ob* 
ye that, while we lay becalmed on one side of the 
earn under a lofty rock, the vessels which hap- 
ned to be on the contrary side, would skim past 
like an arrow, with a fair wind, leavrog us far 
hind; and at the same time the com^airj ^nqvM. 
ert themselves at our ^f&culticts a^ X^ics ^v\^^ 
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pajst ; but> before we got inwy miles> it sometiine^ 
hap(>eaed that the tabbs were tiumed:; And the winds 
would favour us to get before those who had so 
receatly derided us. To persons^ di^oaed tp 
moralize, there was somewhat iastructive in these 
changes of scene; as we may not nnfrequentiy 
obser^te similar occurrences in (wr passage throu^ 
life. 

lOth Months 2d^A. I arrived at Hudson early 
in the afternoon, and paid for my passage/ (A 
aboivt 150 ^liles, one dollar and a half; and was 
charged diree quarters of a dollar per day ivr 
board and liquor dining the voyage. As m« 
were about leaving the sloop, a boy cune oa 
board, and abruptly told the young woman, our 
fellow-passenger, that her sister, whom she was 
come to see, had just breathed her last*. Thb 
proved more than the poor girl could bear; aud 
she was not in a situation to leave the vessel while 
I staid. It was a great pity that more cautaoi 
was not observed in conveying such afflictive intel- 
ligence. In stepping ashore at Hudson, one of the 
first persons I met^with was George Bunker, die 
first mate of the ship in which I came over 
to America, whose family reside here. He 
kindly sent his son as my guide to T. C.% whence 
I went that evening to H. M.'s, and lodged at his 
house on the banks of Claverick Creek. 
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dOlh Month, QQth, I spent this day pleasantly at 
Sunnyside, theresidence'cf a relation, and went with 
him over his farm. He has purchased 300 acres 
of land, with a dwelling-house and bain, for QOOl. 
sterling. Ilie estate runs near a mile on the 
bmkB of a river, which is stored with plenty of fish, 
and which passes into the North River about five 
miles below. On the opposite side of die farm, 
there is a good turnpike-road, leading to Hudson, 
&c. About 100 acres are cleared .from w^ood, 
and are in a state of cultivation; the remaining 
'200 acres being wood land, are esteemed tlie 
most valuable. Tliere are about 20 acres of 
meadow near the river. Hiis land is very rich 
and productive; and the whole of the estate, 
if in many parts of Yorkshire, would be thought 
good and valuable land: inferior, I believe, is 
sometimes sold for 100 1. per acre. 

10/A Month, QOth. This morning I walked to 
the residence of H. M. jun. near his mill on 
Claverack Creek. At this mill is a fall of about 
30 feet, over one of the most rugged rocks I ever 
«aw. In England the strata of rocks commonly 
lie horizontally, but here they are nearly perpen- 
dicular, forming many rugged points and pm- 
nacles, over which the water is thrown with no 
jittle foam and noise. After dining, aiid spending 
a few hours very pleasantly, we returned to Snu- 
nyside in the evening. 
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\Oth Mojithy Slst. This day! can;ie tjo Huds<^ 
tineeting, in company with as many of H. M-^ 
family as could ride in their coachee, a handsoii^ 
carriage drawn by two horses. After meeting . J 
,, dined at the house of a worthy elder. In conyer^- 
tion he gave, me a Ijittle l^istory of H. B. whose^e^r 
,aieighbour and friend he had been for. many yeais; 
/even for ^ome time before sljie appeared as. a 
minister. Her first appearantCes, he obsjerved^ 
were very acceptable, and in a good degree of 
^humility. About that time he accompanied J. T. 
. pn a visit Xq her, who expressed his belief that she 
.was rightly calle^, and encouraged her in tfce 
.-ej^ercis^ of her gift. This circumstance tend^ 
.to open her way more fully in the minds of friendsj 
and her communications l^ecame more frequei^t, 
. w^d .were . enlarged.. Notwithstanding this, the 
friend observ^ tp flae, .that he very often had feis 
fears on her account, and sometimes imparted them 
to her. About the time she applied for her certi- 
ficate to visit England, he felt mope fprcibly her 
danger, and that it would be increased by her in- 
troduction to the cities of Europej and it was 
some time before he could determine to sign \et 
certificate; but the fear of appearing singular, 
outweighed his better feelmgs, and he accordingly 
signed it. Notwithstanding the very fallacioug 
sentiments she had propagated, I felt charity and 
isood-will towards her: and called to see Her husi« 
]bapd ; she being from home. 
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nth Monti, 1st. I spent fliis day pleasantly at* 
Suiinyslde. In the morning I went out with my 
Gtmsin Charles into ike woods, and caught an Ame- 
rican hare in a hollow" tree; btit we were obliged' 
to hew down- the tr^c bfefore we couH come 
at the prize.- The American hare is ' not like' 
either ttie hare or thfe rabbit of Engldiid, but haar' 
the appearance of n mixture of both. When the^ 
poor crealuFe wits taken> it cried like an hifant; - 

11/A Month, 2d. I remained at my relation V, 
ahd, in die afternoon, accompanied my cousin 
Samuel on the water, with a design of taking a" 
nunx, but we were dbappointed, 

iUh Month, 3d. I attended Hudson meetirfg; 
and afterwards visited H. B.'s family from Eng-' 
laud^ in comp^my with my relations^ 

iTifA Month, 4th. Tset out for Nine Partners' 
Quarterly Meeting, accompanied by Charlesr^ 
Marriott and three of his sisters. We took om*' 
provisions with us in the coached,, aiid found the ' 
iankeepeift very cheerfully spread a table> with af 
doth and knives and forks^ being well satisfied' 
\iath the profit on the feed of our horses and the 
little liquor we drank. This being the general- 
practice^ it makes travelling more easy as to ex-* 
pense^ for the whole the innkeeper had to receive^ 



IW TRAVELS IN 

of US, being s^ company of 5 or 6, was not more 
than half a crown at dinner- By retail, a glass of 
brandy or rum and water, such as is commonly 
called for in England, is charged at the inns Sid. 
Although the means of intoxication are more 
easily attained tlian in. England, yet I think, on 
the whole, that all classes are more sober here 
than in my native land* The frequent elections 
have a strong tendency to promote intemperance ; 
but as a seat in the legislature in this comitry, is 
not, in its consequences, so lucrative as in England, 
there is not the same inducement for corruptioa 
and intemperance. This evening we reached 
Jonathaa Marriott's,^ and lodged there. 

1 Ith Month, 5th. We continued our rout ancf 
reached T. M.'s to dinner, where we spent the after- 
jioon, and lodged at night* This fiiend made re^ 
spectful mention of Tho. CpUcy, whose companioa 
he was for some time in his travels in this country. 
During the Revolution, T. M, with some other 
friends, was taken prisoner by the British^ and 
confined a long time on board a prison diip. 
Whilst there, he employed himself in making » 
variety of little articles in wood, some of which 
he showed me. They were very neatly executedj^ 
and bore testimony that, they had been made^ 
rather to pass on time than to earn wages. In 
one of these memoriab of his captivity, he bad 
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fl quantity of tea, ^hich had been gathered in the 
woods about his dwelling. It had much the ap- 
pearance and iBiavour of common bohea tea. 

nth Month, 6th, I attended iSTme Partnerar 
Quarterly Meeting. At this meeting there were 
three friends in tfife gallery, sitting neat together, 
wHose age^ united made about SOQ years. After 
meeting, we spent an hour or tw^o in tKe school 
for friends' children, where the teachers kindly ' 
brought forward a few of their best readers, botli ' 
boys and girls, and gave us a specimen of their ' 
abilities in that branch of learning. Some of th^m 
read well, and did credit to the institution:. 
Amongst the teachers, I observed a yoimg couple, 
who had been married some time! the husband' 
was between 17 and 18 years old, and the wife a 
Utile older, but ^not mtich. One consequence of 
sdch early itfarriages is> that many generations are' 
frequently seen living at the same time. Tlie* 
children of a friend of my acquaintance/ John'. 
Biddle/ of Philadelphia, are the** seventh gfcnera-^ 
tion; the female liead of which family was a friend- 
then livings In the afternoon I visited T. R. aiid 
Ms Wife, in whose* compfdfiy w*e spent half an hotir 
pleasantly. After leaving them,- we set out for 

Stamford quarterly meeting, and lodged atA.S/s^' 

lUh Month, 7th. Came to P. U.'s, where I 
I^dgedr Here I saw several articles very, ueatfy- 

J.. 3 
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pdinted^ and which appeared to me neater anit : 
more lively than oil painting, and which, I was* 
informed, consisted of nothing but the colouring 
substance ground down with curds. Here I also 
saw a quantity of sewing silk mad^ in this coun- 
try, and produced from, silk worms raised iXi 
Mansfield, in Connecticut; in which place upwards: 
of ten tons of silk had beea produced the last year.. 
In the afternoon of this day we visited M. C. at 
his farm, which is one of the neatest and best 
conducted I have seen^ There I saw a ram front 
the Straits of Magellan, which had beea presented 
to him by his brother Captain H. who had brought 
it from thence. The animal was of great strength,, 
and much larger than any English ^eep.. He had' 
two, large hgrns standing upwards, somewhat like^ 

those of a goat ; and two. others growing front' 
near the roots of the former, twisted, like those of 
other sheep. His colour was black, and his wool' 
of a coarse quality ► Afterwards we visited Captain 
S. C. at his farm, which is, I believe, a very good 
one; and it has an excellent house and good accom* 
Hiodation, and ]& very pleasantly situated. On our 
way this friend met and passed us, with a ws^gon- 
load of slaughtered hogs for the next country store; 
but be soon returned, and we supped and spent a few 
hours very pleasantly with him and his wife. As 
Captain C. was the conmiander of the Fortitude^ 
in which I came over to America the" lirst time^ 
m company with Thomas ScatteT^oo^^ x!j»a x\sA. 
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afibrdeda pleasing opportunity for talking over a 
variety of circumatance&that occurred during our 

voyage* 

1 Ith Month, BtJi. I attended Stamford quar* 
terly. meeting. From my observations here and 
in other meetings, in New-York State in particular, 
I thought some friends, active in the discipline, suf- 
fered lossy by placing too high a stamp on a 
coarse, homely appearance in dress and fiimiture,^ 
without sufficiently coming under that ameliorating 
influence vvhich draws out of any reliance on par* 
ticular forms of dress and furniture. Truth and 
sound sense lead into neatness, decency, and mode* 
ration in these respects ; but extremes do harm. By 
keeping the eye and attention constantly fixed too 
much on outward things, the better part is in some 
danger of being neglected. In the evening we 
returned to J. M.'s, where we lodged that night; 
and the next morning set out for Sunnyside^ 
where we arrived safe in the evening. 

\Uh Month, lOth. I attended Hudson meeting* 
Afterwards dined and spent a few hours with T. C. 
a valuable public friend; and, in the evening, re-r 
turned to my relations. The three following daya 
were spent pleasantly in their family. A part of 
the time was occupied itn taking two drawings of 
the house, &.c. &c. mtended as a present for my 
cousin's sister in England, which will give her 
ff leads there some idea of Ameiictca &c^qs;tj«' 
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lUh Month, I4th. I attended Hudson meetingi 
and afterwards dined and spent a little time whir 
Captain R. B. in his family. In the afternoon, ac- 
companied, by several of r H. M.'s. family, and £. C. 
I. went across the North River to Athens. After 
spending about an hour there, I took leave of these 
agreeable young friends, and went on board the. 
sloop, called the First. Counsellor, for Albany. The 
time I spent at my cousin M.''s, was pleasanter* 
to me than any I have passed in this land; and hift^ 
house was the. most like home. 

llth Month, 15th, I slept last night on bbard*^^ 
the packet; and this day arrived safe at Albany, - 
after a pleasant sail up Hudson River, on the 
banks of which are many beautiful " prospects. 
Albany has mtore the appearance of an English* 
town, than any I have seen in America. Some 
of the streets: are narrow and irregular, and 
many of the houses are old. On approaching flie 
city, in sailing up the river, the roofs of many of 
the buildings, from being covered with tin plsCtes 
instead of slate> exhibit a very singular and glit^ 
tering appearance in the sun.: I lodged ^his nighl 
at &e eoffee-hottse^in Albany.-. 

llth Monthy iQth, This day I-rode up to Tro^ 
on B« S.'s horsey which he was so kind as to fiir^ 
■ish me with, to White's Town, nesar Utica. Troy 
is a bejiutiful city^ and improving, i-apidljr. ]^ ii 
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already of considerable extent^ although^ like 
Hudson, of but few years standing. Divers of 
the steeples and towers of their public buildings^ 
being covered with tin plates, as at Albany, gives 
the place a very splendid appearance. I lodged 
ttiis night at Troy, having had the company of a 
friend from New- York, in the evening. 

. 1 Ith Monthf 17th. I attended the meeting at 

Troy in company with the beforermentioned friend. 

Here is a very neat meeting-house, kept clean and 

in good repair. There is something not quite right,. 

or at least something that produces very unpleasant 

feelings and reflections, in suffering meeting-housesi^ 

to become dirty and out of repair. We sometimes 

judge of the estimation in which people hold their 

guests by the room assigned for their reception and 

entertainment. What those people think who 

suffer their places for worship to remain a scene of 

dirt and ruin, whilst perhaps their own habitations 

are superfluously elegant, I cannot comprehend ; 

I fear it bespeaks their having no very high idea of 

the Divine Majesty, to whose service they profess 

to appropriate such buildings. This meeting-house 

at Troy, I was informed, was built diiefly by two 

female friends, whose husbands had sometime 

before been disowned for dealing in spirituous 

liquors ; this traffic being contrary to the rules of 

friends in New- York State.' Those persons not 

seeing the propriety of the rule, or not choosing to 
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forego the profits of this branch of their tradief^ 
had suffered themselves to be tfsunited. At 
the same time they declared that although^ 
fraends disowned them, they would not disowft^ 
their friends* Since their separation tliej have' 
attended friends m^eetings for worship ; andf 
being people of property> they have, on all' 
occasions, encouraged their wives to be ge- 
nerous in dieir contributions tdward^ tKe neces- 
sary-expenses of the society. I was told thatlE'* 
this instance their two ivives had furnisiied the" 
means of defraying nearly the whole expense of 
building this handsoine meeting-house. In die ' 
afternoon I parted with J. B^^ and set out for 
Schenectady on the Mbhavdt River; I arrived^ 
there early in the evening where I lodged. Thij • 
day I sent letters to my dear wife by,,J. B. t9^ 
be forwarded from Now-York.- 



.leq 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Oenesee Country — Utka^-Brothertotm'^Indian Tak"^ 
The Orchard-^Indian Inn — Lakes' Skanea^edes, Owas^ 
tOf Stneca, and Canandarque'^An Atheist-^Holland 
'Land Cempany-^Prairies. 

ISth ofXlth Month, 1805. I crossed the Mo- 
hawk river^ and travelled about 30 miles on the 
Genesee Turnpike. ^Having company I stopped 
-with them at an inn^ where wel lodged. This inn 
does no credit to the country. 

llth Month, IQ^A. I was joined by an agree- 
able young m^n from Hudson, of the name of 
iOsborne, who is in the practice of the law. He 
liad also in company with him a respectable trades- 
man from Balls-town Springs ; so we travelled along 
pleasantly through the romantic valley of the Mo- 
^hawk, and, in our journey, saw sc -few straggling 
Indians climbing up the mountains. Jn the even- 
ing we eajne.to the smaller falls of that river, 
where the navigation is aided by a number of well 
constructed locks. TTie fall is about 70 feet. 
Here is a pretty litde town having some good inns, 
and standing in a mdstt)e.ajutiful and romantic situa- 
tion, somewhat resembling Matlock ; but the 
; scenery is more rugged' and stupendous. . 

Here we lodged ; and the next morning, the COth 
.of llth Month, we set out; along the German 
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FlatS; to Kerseymere^ where we breakfasted at 
n very good inn, although about 200 miles inland. 
In travelling this road^ t^ sometimes observe ves- 
tiges of the devastation formerly made^ through 
the instigations of the Engli^ or French Govern- 
mentS; by the Indians^ as they were prevailed upon, 
sometimes by one power and sometimes by the 
other^ to join in their wars and quarrels. How^ 
degrading that men, placed in authority, and pro- 
fessing to be the followers of Christ, diould be 
thus employed in working upon the simplicity of 
the poor Indians] In the afternoon we came to 
Utica, an improving place, of considerable busi- 
ness, a little distance from Fort Schuyler. In the 
evening I came to B. S/s, where I lodged and left 
the horse which his son so kindly lent rae at 
Albany ; having replaced him with one I bought 
at Fort Schuyler, 

lUh Month, 9,1 St. This day I passed through 
Clinton, where I dined ; and, in the evening came 
to an Indian village, called Brothertown. Here I 
was comfortably accommodated at die house of 
an Indian, whose ^ame was Obadiah Scipio. His 
wife Elizabeth, is the daughter of an Indian Chief 
of the name of Fowler, She was a personable 

woman and of an expressive countenance, aod 
was very industrious. Her dairy produced ex- 
cellent cheese and butter^ notwithstanding a 
great part of her time was employed in spin- 
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lUQg for the family apparel^ nvhicli was very 
decent. It was mostly prepared for the weaver 
by her own household ; and; whilst I was in the 
house, a female weaver of tlie village, brought in 
a piece of cloth made from yarn spun in this 
femily, which was such as would have done cre- 
dit to any female in England. This reputable 
IncGan couple had four fine healthy children, who 
sat by the fire; and, though of a copper colour, 
dieir countenances were far from unpleasing. 
Their names were Denis^ Calvin, Cinthia, and 
Celinda. 

The schoolmasteT of this Indian village, who 
b paid by friends, introduced me to a chief of 
(he name of Hendricks, with whom I had some 
Conversation; and we sat about an hour by the 
fire-side of a pretty large family of Indians, where 
it was pleasant to see the spinning-wheel go 
briskly round. There were l6 or 18 Indians 
toxmd the fire ; the older part of the family sat 
<m a bench in front, and the little Indians on the 
ground on each side. The fire was made at the 
end of the building, and the smoke found its way 
through the roof, without the. aid of a chimney. 
The walls and roof were hung 'With ears of Indian 
com, and other winter provisions. It is difficult 
to describe my feelings, on sitting down with an 
Indian family in this way. In a sympathising 

M 
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mind; sensations of pity audxompassion will pre- 
dominate. On the other .hand, it is not unlikely 
that a similar feeling may prevail in the breasts of 
these children of the forest, towards those who 
may consider themselves as raised far above them 
in education ^and civilized life. It is remarkable 
that an Indian boy or girl is rarely found willing 
to change native habits, for those of towns and 
cities ; but there are many instances, I am told, of 
cthose who are called civilized people, assimilating 
their manners with the Indian's ; and of giving their 
mode of life the preference. Man, as man, is a 
strange and incomprehensible being when left to 
himself; whether in what is called a savage or a 
civilized state. In either, when so left, he stands 
jequally a ready instrument, in the hand of the- 
common enemy of the peace dod happiness of tho^ 
world. 

I spent the rehiainder of this evening by Scipio^^ 
iire-si<je, and was accommodated with a good bed. 
at night, on which I slept comfortably. Both th& 
sides and ceiling of diat part of the building in 
which I lodged, were covered with #ars of Indiaa 
corn in the busk ; which, to me, had a novel but 
liot an unpleasant appearance. 

11 /A Month, Q.2d, I visited the Indian school 
master and his school, and was presented with a 
few specimens of writing. Here I met with a 
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fittle poem on an Indian boy, wHo ivas sent to 
Haverford college for his* education, wbich I 
thought worth copying, it being founded on factor 
it is as follows:—* 

ftom Susqnfebanna^'s farthest springs. 

Where savage tribes pursue their ganie|^ 
Bis blanket ty'd with yellow strings, 

An Imiiaa of the fbrei( came'* 

from council grave the fathers rose. 
Viewing the hopeful youth with joy j 

To Ha'rford's Hall, o'er wastes of snow^ 
They sent tbeir tawny-coIoar«d boy.« 

Awhile he wrote, awhile he read. 
Awhile he learnt the grammar rules;' 

An Indian savage, so well bred, 
^ucb credit promised to the schools* 

Some said he would in law excel ; 

And some in physic thought heM shine ; 
Others, who knew him passing well, 

IIopM he might pjro'x'e a sage divine i> 

But those of more discerning eyc. 
Could then far other prospects show, 

As oft he tbrew his Virgil by, 
To wander with his dearer bow. 

The tedious hours of study spent. 

The drowsy lecture haply done, 
He to the woods a hunting went ; 

But sigh'd to see the setting sun. 
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house; and, from the appearance of the inhabi- 
tants, I suppose the master was a chief of the first 

order. Upon his head he had a very grotesque 
kind of cap, much resembling a lofty antique 
helmet. His daughter, who appeared to be a girl 
about 13 years old, had a very pleasing Indian 
countenance ; and her arms were ornamented with 
silver bracelets of considerable breadth, both above 
and below the elbow. Though her dress was en- 
tirely in the Indian fashion, with moccasons, leg- 
gins, blanket, &c. ; yet, being neat, clean, and of 
tiner materials than usual, she had not an inelegant 
appeamnce. These people understood a little 
English ; but, at several of their habitations, where 
I called in the course <rf the day, they either could 
not or would not understand what I said. Some 
of the younger boys and girls laughed immo>» 
derately, on my inquiring of them the road; but 
without being able, seemingly, to give me any 
other answer. As I went along, I met with two 
clever- looking Indian young men, carpenters, 
having their tools with them. And under the 
piazza of a commodious Indian dwelling, I saw, 
hung up in neat order, the harness and yokes of 
horses and oxen. There was also a good farm 
yard surrounded with bams and stabks, the whole 
it^ving every appearance of good management; 

In the evening I joined my old compamofD again 
M the Genesee i^ad; having parted^witti'^iim ni 
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going to B. S/s. This night we took up our 
lodgmgs at a very good inn, kept by a Doctor 
Stockden. Although in the midst of the Oneida 
Indians, and 300 or 400 miles inland from Phila- 
delphia or New-York, the room in which I slept 
was el^antly furnished. It had an excellent 
bed, &c. the floor was s}M'ead with a good carpet, 
a&d the curtains of the windows and of the bed 
^ere of smart Manchester print. I observed 
several stout Indian men sitting in the bar room ; 
but they were not suffered to get intoxicated, which 
I thought was greatly to the Doctor^s credit, as 
many of the tavern keepers supply them to excess. 

llth Month, Q3d. We set out early and came 
to a large good inn, belonging to an Oneida Indian, 
Mrho has assumed the name of John Denny. This 
is a large brick house, having four good rooms, 
dnd a spacious passage and staircase on the ground 
floor. The rooms were not less than 18 feet by 
20 feet, lofty and well finished. He had an offer 
of 821. Ss. 6d. a year rent for it, or one dollar 
per day, which he had accepted. Tliis house 
of Denny's, and that belonging • to Stockden, 
Rrere built by Indian workmen, and do them great 
:redit. Denny has two daughters, one of whom 
iiras lately married to a German, a respectable 
Fanner ; and her fether, according to a promise 
le made, gave him one bushel of dollars as her 
IKUtioD^ aad; I was told; he sometimes says, that 
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if liis other daughter marries a prudent respectable 
young raan^ he will give her two bushels of dollars 
for her portion. 

The Genessee turnpike road passes dirough a 
lai^e tract of land belonging to thi» Indiaa; and 
bas so much raised the vahie of it^ that he has 
0old some smail lote near die road, as high as 61- 
l»terling per acre, which ia a. great price in sucbai 
renAote situation* 

A» I sat in John Denny's house, L was told by 
aa intelligent person of the family,., that build- 
kig so good a house, and making, such improve' 
meats had niearly cost him hi» life,, by raising the 
envy and iiidigaatt(»v of the neighbouring chiefs. 
Under the influence of these unworthy passions, 
th|^y bad called him before one of their council 
j&res, and itiformed him that they had taken his 
proceedings into consideration, and were dete^ 
mined that he should leave ^e improvements he 
bad made, and remove into some o^r part of die 
country ; that they had observed he vcas become 
preud, like, the white people ; that the house he 
had built was very unbecoming an Indian ; and 
that he must quit it without further delay.' la 
reply, he tol^ them, that be was ready to comply 
with the orders of the> chiefs of his nation, provided 
they would make him satisifafptidn- for the gresA 

expense he luijd beep %t ; but m% ^tbecwise* . Th^ 
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council broke up without any thing further being 
ilone at that time. 

Shortly after another council was held by the 
chiefs ; and a messenger was sent to the house 
requiring his attendance ; but, fearing some vio- 
lence was intended; he refused to comply. Tliis 
refusal irritated the chiefs so far that they imme^ 
diately sent out four warriors, with orders to put 
him to death; but, observing them as they ap- 
proached the house, he put himself in a posture 
of defence ; and, being joined by his brother and 
huro white persons who happened to be in the 
bouse, they were able to make such a defence, 
that, after a sharp contest, in which both sides 
iuffered severely, the warriors were compelled to 
\y, covered with blood, being grievously wounded, 
rhus circuniltanced, he applied for protection to 
he goveiiiment of the United States ; and abjuring 
lis allegiance to the Oneida nation, and taking the 
»aths of allegiance to the United States, he became 
I citizen thereof. In consequence of this conduct, 
n officer of the United States duly apprised the 
)neida chiefs that John Denny was now become a 
itizen thereof, and of course was under the protect- 
ion of that government ; and that the government 
^as determined to protect him. The officer also 
tated, that if the Oneida nation committed any fur- 
ler outrage against Denny, it would be considered 
I a breach of the treaty of peace and amity thea 
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^Hbsisting between tb^m, and tRey might take the j 
consequences, which would fall very heavily upon- j 
them. Since this period, he has not been dis- j 
turbed by the Indians ; but is going quietly for- 
ward with the improvement of his lands, whict 
are rising rapidly in vahie. 

My companion, who had come with me from 
near Skenectady, having some businessp with Jobs' 
Denny, the Indian, respecting a mill seat whi(ji 
he wished to purchase, I left him, and pursued 
my way on the Genesee road. In' the evening I 
reached Moss's tavern, in. company with an agree- 
able person, whom I met with soon after leavisg 
Jdin Denny's bouse. T^titcvdling along this day, 
I saw some wild deer cross the road. They ap- 
peared more light and active than those in the 
parks of England; and, in Bounding "along, seemecf 
almost as light as air, being at that time pursued 
by a hunter's dog. Here they are hunted for food, 
and hot for sport, as in England. 

lUh Month, ^4dh. I travelled along the Genesee' 
turnpike, and passed many fine tracts of land, 
covered with beech, the sugar maple, 8cc. &^ 
Much of the land in these parts, I- believe, cotiW 
scarcely be sold for 10 s. per acre, to be paid for 
in cash ; and yet, in the neighbourhood of many 
principal towns in Great Britain, would bel 
thought cheap at lOOl. per aci*eu From the mai^ 
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9cal advantages of soil, climate, &c. I think it is 
ery probable that the long-extended line of the 
jeuesee turnpike-road, may, in a few years, be as 
hickiy inhabited as some parts of Europe are at 
his time. In Uie aftemocMi I refreshed myself 
ind horse at a comfortable inn on the outlet df 
lie Lake Skaneatetes, which forms a sort of mill* 
lam, covering a space of about 3 miles by 15. 
It was pleasant to observe, on this outlet, a nimi- 
ber vof mills, ^sufficient to do the work of some 
thousands of Virginia slaves. It is greatly to be la* 
mented that die absurd policy of the Southern 
States, has placed these poor creatures as a barrier 
against every improvement in mechanics. Sec. 
Vice as well as virtue brings its own reward ; but 
the sufferings of those poor objects, on whom this 
false policy of the vicious #exerts its baneful in- 
fluence, are much to be lamented^ and a truly 
feeling mind will deeply sympathize with the un- 
liappy sufferers, thus deprived of every outward 
consolation that can make an existence in the 
^orld desirable. 

Some of flie mills were emploj^ed in the manu- 
factory of cloths. On the banks of this lake are 
many delightful situations, which would be liighly 
valued in a country like England. On every side 
ibey descend with a bold slope, and are generally 
covered with fine timber, excepting here and there 
an* insulated plantation, where the ground is 
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cleared. These cultivated forms add gready to 
the beauty and variety of the scenery, Aftex* 
taking some refreshment at an inn in the village, 
which is close by the lake, I again mounted my 
borsc; andj in the evenings came to an improving 
town, and took up my quarters at Bostwick's 
Tavern. 

1 Itk Monthf Q,5th. After passing by the Lake 
Owasco, I arrived at Cayuga^ where I breakfasted 
at a very good inn. Cayuga is situated at the 
outlet of the lake of that name^ where there is a 
bridge over the lake 1700 yards in extent, which 
I passed after paying 13-|d. toll. I was informed 
that on the setting in of the frost, the preceding 
winter, more than 1500 sledges, loaded with pro- 
duce, passed this bridge in one day. This lake is 
nearly 40 miles in length, and about 4 in breadth, 
and opens an extensive communication with New* 
York, by joining the Mohawk and North Rivers, 
with the exception of a short portage or carrying' 
place, where the vessels cannot^pass. 

In the evening I came to Geneva, a handsome 
town, situated on a high ground on the banks of 
Lake Seneca. This lake also extends about 40 
miles in length, and generally from 3 to 5 miles 
in breadth; and is navigated by sloops. On in- 
quiry I found that land sells here from Ids. €d. to 
27s. per acre, though of very good quali^. Hiere 
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being a bold shore all along this lake, tliere are, 
as may well be conceived^ many beautiful situa- 
tions on its banks. 

This night I lodged at PoweFs Tavern, in 
Geneva, which is, in every respect, a most excel- 
lent inn, and capable of acconmiodating a large 
number of guests. At this inn^ I met with an 
agreeable and entertaining young man, with whom 
I spent the evening. 

llth Month, Q6th. This day I passed the out- 
let of Lake Canandarqne, and the town of that 
name. The lake is nearly equal in magnitude to 
Lake Seneca, and the town extends to its borders. 
These lakes abound with a variety of fresh-water 
fish, particularly salmon and salmon-trout; and, 
what is a little extraordinary, the latter are mucli 
larger than the former, frequently weighing from 
70 to 80lbs. each. 

In the evening 1 came to General Hall's Taverd^ 
where I was well entertained by him and his 
family. The General, though an innkeeper, 
stands very high in the estimation of his. country- 
men. In the Revolution, though very young, he 
was a Sergeant; and, having little or no property, 
he lias been raised to the. rank of a General on 
account of his good conduct, ^ni he is now ac« 
quirmg wealth. 
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llth Month f 9,7th. After leaving General 
Hair^; I crossed the Genessee River, and soon 
came to an Indian village, Avhere I called at on^ 
or two dwellings, wishing to have some conversa- 
tion with the uihabitants ; but we w^re unable to 
make each other understand. 

Before crossing the river, I passed through 
JIartford, where are ^evend good innau 

In the course of the day I met with mani 
Indians; and after dining at Ganier's Tavern, E 



came to Beamus's Tavern, where I lodged. Th< 
last 5 or 6 miles of ray ^vay lay in a line throng 
the thick foi;est; the roads, in many parts wher 
the ground is soft, being formed of the ^traigh 
.trunks of trees, laid close to each other across 
road, and then covered with eairth or gravel ; hiiJ^ 
in some parts the latter is peglected^ ^d tbs patt? 
lies over the bare timber. 

At tlie last-mentioned inn I oiet widi what I had 
often heard of, but seldom, if ever seen, a professed 
atheist, who openly advocated his opinions. To 
all appeaiance he was, sober; yet his ailments 
were extremely weak ; indeed the poor man seemed 
to be labouring under great mental darkness* 
Although this was a season of the year in which 
thunder and lightning are not common; yet, it 
)va$ very remarkable, that during the time the 



NOHTH AMEftl^A. 147 

lliheist was delivering his opinions^ the thunder 
polled over our heads in an awftil manner^ accom- 
panied with vivid flashes of lightning ; and^ as we 
were surrounded with an. almost boundless forest^ 
a most solemn effect was produced. This, how- 
€ver, he seemed not to regard. I was not disposed to 
l^nk uncharitably of any one, on account of his opi- 
iMons respecting religion; yet I.confessrlw^s not a 
little perplexed, in my endeavours to make ent what 
could 'be this manV motives, for propagating his 
cold and comfortless doctrines ; and was not able 
to devise any conraion ground of action, unless it 
were a desire to gain celebrity, even through ab- 
surdity. I am aware that it is not in^ any man's 
power to command hi^ religious opinions ; J^t a' 
great deal depends on our cultivating, or reject- 
ing such as offer themselves to our notice. lii 
considering the character pf this poor atheist,, 
who, I am told, is a man of good moral con*- 
duct, I am ready to think that some have suf- 
fered loss, under the apprehension that it is of 
little consequence what our religious opinions are, 
provided a good moral conduct is observed; as if 
religion atid morality were the same thing. But, 
alas! notwithstanding a truly religious character 
will ever be found a character of clean moral con- 
duct ; yet, as in the case of this deluded individual^ 
some moral characters may be found, who can 

even deny the God who made them, and thus shut 

N 2 



148 TRAVELS IN 

up the fountain of every mental consolation ; yesif 
even of hope itself. 

The Indian town I passed through is called 
Cannawagas. 

Uth Month, QSth. This day I passed throngb. 
Batavia; and, near this place, met an Indian witk^ 
his dog, driving a flock of sheep before him 
about 30 or 40 in number. In the course of thi 
day I met several hunting parties of Indians, an 
came to Vandeventer's Tavern in the evenings ^ 
which I spent with one of the Holland Corapany^s^ 
Surveyors. He and his companions had been oc^ 
cupied in the woods, more than three months^ 
and had not, in all that time, slept in a house or 
on a bed. He was a young man of stability, very 
agreeable, and well informed. The tract of land 
they were surveying, was purchased by some per- 
sons in Holland, and is therefore called the 
IloUand-land-Purchase. It consists of 3,500,000 
acres, for which they paid at the rate of l|d. pet 
acre. The principal proprietor is Schimtnelpennick* 
This land they are now selling from 9s. to 27s. per 
acre, but purchasers may be accommodated with 
the money remaining at interest, provided th^ 
settle upon the purchase, and improve the land. 
By their books of surveys, I observed that they 
meted out the tract into divisions and ranges, which 
are numbered; a square oi «l\>o\iX \Ci xcJ^^"& \i»iL\s^% 
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a to^nshij^;- ftnd these townships being subdivided 

into lots for farms. The maps describe every 

stream and mountain^ the quality of the land in 

each divisioi^ 'and the timber upon it> in a very 

neat aad accurate $tiler This surveyor^ by living 

So much in the woodsy had acquired a good deal 

oif die Ifidi^n )^r in^ his dress^ wearing leggins and 

xiAoeeasonis^ asr^is die manner of the Indians^ with 

^hose company ke viRaa sometimes obliged to be 

contented*. 

llth Month, QQiK. TKis day I passed over a? 
lu-ge extent of country, of a very unusual appear- 
ance in America^ It consisted of what are called 
prairies, or pastures. These are large tracts of 
land, some miles aver, where the trees have all 
been levelled with the grouni), by some violent 
wind or hurricane ; and which the Indians, by oc-^ 
easionally setting fire t6 the dry grass, &c. have 
kept clear for the greater conveniency of hmiting ; 
and also for planting and grazing.- The targe tiiees 
thus blown down, drag up with their roots consi- 
derable quantities of earth, which, as the tree de- 
cays away leave a little, mound> with a cavity on 
that side of it where the earth was torn up. This 
Fugged appearance of the earth through the whole 
extent of these prairies, is a convincing proof of 
the manner in which the ground has been cleared* 
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In riding along these pastures^ I met sevexsd 
parties of Indians, who, from the quantity of their 
heggage, seemed to be pretty iivealthy, having 
several loaded horses. . Hius far I have not met 
with the least rudeness or impioper bdiavious 
from these people; though. I have several ^mea 
passed individuals, as well as large companies of 
them, when I have been without n companioi^ 
and might hav^ been an easy prey« 
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CHAPTER X. 

B^do Tam>^T€ma»^9 Tm>em^Falb cf Niagara--^ 
Bhek Crttk'^Fart Erk^^Batmtia^VandewKttf^ 
Imt''-^wmf^4 Topgi if L akt Seneca. Tioga Pomi^^ 
Eidndg^i Tm€m^EUckmd^9^Mimc^''^CaUawe$9y^ 
Boarkg Creek^MaUem Creth^BetUaem^FalniauH 

29tk, llthMimik, 1605. In ricBng tlong yes^ 
:erday, a few miles from Bufiato Creek, I thou^t 
t could Tery diatiiicdy hear the noise of the Falla 
(>f Niagara, aldioi^h then about £4 miles from 
ttat stiq>endou8 cataiact* The distance at which 
fte people in these parts say the Falls may be 
heard, when die wind and other concurring cir- 
cumstances are £u^ourablei is almost incredible.. I 
met with a reputable looking farmer, driving a team 
^ four fine oxen upon the road, who told me^ 
with all the graidty of a man Speaking the truths, 
that he sometimes heard them very plainly at hia 
vesidence, 40 miles distant from them; when 
Ihe wind was favourable,, or the air calm and 
aerene. Last night I came to Crawls tavern in 
Bufialo Town, on Buffalo Creek, just upon it^ 
outlet into Lake Erie. Crow, the keeper of this 
inn, told me that in calm weather, or when the wind 
suited, the noise of the Falls was generally heard 
in Buffalo ; which is a distance of 20 miles from 
diem. In this place is commonly a number of 
Indians, many of them being setded in the neigh-^ 
bourhood, some of whom are accounted clever 
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farmers. I saw one of-thesey of the name of 
Little Billy^ a chief, accompanied by Im squa, goang'v 
into a merchant'^ wareltouse/ with whom they did 
Imsiness ; and I was told/ tiiat" this' Indian rased 
more horses and holmed cattle than any oAer far- 
mcr in the lieigtrborufhodd ;: and had, by thb 'busi- 
ness, acquired considerable property* 

■'•••I .. 'I ■. t« ...» ' 

Uth Monihf 50^^. After breakfastbg at Buf^ 
faloTown, I crossed the Jtapid^iabout^tfareemtfes 
below Lake Eiie.f: These Rapids'iare a^Teryeonr 
siderable River, iHbeiiig atJthifi :pkce Inearly onei 
Biile over, and conveying a» vast 'body <^^ water,i 
which passes in its» bourse fronti^ hdke .(Eiiei 
lo Lake Ontario. I observed^ •ttGi X^rode along^^ 
a number of large fi^es 'that wei^e) thrown -oit* 
shore; tind saw -many ravens! holering' aJbomt kod^ 
devooting theftu In travelling upwi' tfi* Ibanks' of 
Ae Rapids, for many miles> the roaring of the 
Falls is heard resembling distant thunder. -Being 
in. Upper Canada, which is under our own govero- 
ment, it felt t6 me something like bein^ in Eng^ 
land, and occasioned a pleasing senl^ation. ■ Hers 
I observed a number df ' good farm-houses ; ik^ 
pastures and. the \^heat looked remarkably freA' 
and green, and a lai^e fine herd of cattle- were 
grazing in the fields. In conversation I found ihit 
many of the inhabitants are of German or Fronck 
descent. In the afternoon I came to Penning^ 
TaverJH atChippaway^ a town on the Creek of dial 
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me. Here is a block-house fortificatioiiy at wkich 
Englirii garrison is stationed* From the wiodowa 
this tavern, clouds of mistare seen rising from the 
lb ; and the noise of them is so loud, that a per-* 
I seems to be close upon them, although they 
: nearly three miles distant. I was informed by 
end of Fenning's family, that the concussion 
:asioned by the descent of so large a body of 
ter, is such, that in a still summer's evening, a 
istant tremor of the earth is perceptible ; and 
: loose glass in the windows is so shaken as to 
)duce considerable noise. 

[Qith MoiUhj Ui. I lodged last night at Fen- 
g's Tavern, where I had as good accoromoda-* 
1 as could be desired. In this family I met 
b a young man, who had his education in one 
ietyy and is a commissioner or 8ur\'eyor undei^ 
English government, for the disposal of lands 
lew settlers. This young man kindly offered 
his company and assistance, in visiting the 
iosides in this neighbourhood. However it be- 
first day, and there being no meeting near, I 
ferred spending the forenoon alone. There- 
by immediately after breakfast, I walked down 
the Falls by myself; the tremendous noise, Mith 
volumes of spray and mist arising from tl^em, 
]g a sufficient guide to the spot. The first 
IT of this wonderful cataract, is from the prin- 
d road; which, though not the most complete^ 



15* TBAVELS IN 

« 

is perhaps as beaatifial as any; but beiflg* from 3 
mtuation vhich is level with the river above the 
FallS; a considerable part* of the cataract is hid from 
ike eye. After taking a circuit of about a mile, 
the path leads down a steep precipice, which is 
descended with considerable difficulty, and not 
without the aid of a long ladder, placed there by 
a neighbouring planter, as* well for his own con* 
Veniency, as for that of strangers. Immediately 
below the cataract, the river is confined between 
two steep rocks that form a deep winding valley, 
through which the waters flow in: their course to- 
wards Lake Ontario. This valley is terminated' 
by a. perpendicular rock of 53 yards in. height, 
which runs across, forming aa angle pointing u(| 
the river, over which this vast body of water pre- 
cipitates itself with astonishing rapidity, and with 
a noise so ti*emendous that it can scarcely- be fie- 
scribed. On the top of the ro€k is a small island, 
w hich divides the cataract into two parts, and in 
such a manner that the greater part of the water 
pours over the rocks at the extreme head of the 
valley, and the rest on one side of it. A little 
above, opposite Chippaway, the river is two miles 
over ; but directly above the Falls it narrows to 
about a mile in breadth. I was informed by 
Joseph Ellicot and his brother, at whose house I 
lodged, diat they had twice measured the falls, and 
found tliem to be 158 feet in height, and about 
1800 yards in width from the opposite edges of 
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le river*. I was told bj; the ferrymaa, that about 
6 miles above the Falls, the river ik^ pear|[yiOQ!e 
lile m width, audthat, in the mid^le^ it wilS:40 
set in depth ; and, in common, the stream vm 
t tlie rate of six miles in the hour. If this . is 
eally the case, and I have no cause to doubt it, 
he quantity of water pa&sipg over the Falls, aqd 
^outinually suspended between /the tap and b<^t« 
x)m, may be mone ikw, 400,000 tons.' If the 
idditional weight and velocity, gained by a fall 
>f 1^8 feet, be added, the weight of these prodi- 
;iQus columns of water would . exceed three mil* 
^Qs of tons. Such an jenormous specific gravity 
felling at once into the ^ulf below, • may bring the 
accounts of the Falls being heard,^ under favour- 
able circumstances, at the distance of 40 or 50 
BMles, within the limits of credibilityf^ 

* Note. Tlus includes both FalU and the intersecting 
island^ which is about 450 yards over. 

t Note. Arrowsmith in his map of the United States, 
iays, <^ this column of water is supposed to descend into 
the chasm about 65 feet." He also observes, '* It is said by 
those who have visited this stupendous cataract, that the 
iescent into the chasm is ^ery difficult, because of the great 
beight of the ,bank&. A person having descended, however, 
nay go to. the bottom of the Falls, and take shelter behind the 
:orrent, between the falling water and the precipice; where 
here is a space sufficient to contain a number of persons, 
1 perfect safety ; and where xjonversation may be held with* 
rat interruption from the noise ; ^hich is less than at a 
X)i\6tderable distai^ce/'-^oI^iiOBi 
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Having reached the bottom of the precipice; 
and approached as near to the cataract^ as I could, 
vrith apparent safety, I sat down, and sp^it about 
' two hours in contemplating this astonishing natural 
curiosity, which is said to be the greatest cataract 
in the world. The tremendous roar arising from 
the Falls, added to the awful sublimity of the 
spectacle of such an unconmion body of water 
rushing headlong from the rock, with the beautiftil 
surrounding perspective, altogether form a scene 
which it is impossible to describe. As the morning 
was bright and clear, a beautiful rainbow vas 
constantly observable in the clouds of mist and 
spray, that are continually rising from the water 
below. Here I held my fprenoon meeting, and 
though no words were uttered, it could scarcely be 
called a silent meeting ; the objects before me 
loudly proclaiming the power and majesty of the 
Great First Cause and Creator of all things. 

In the afternoon I returned to the inn, and, after 
dinner, was invited by the commanding officer of 
the English garrison to drink tea with him, and 
his wife and family, in the fort. I accepted iis 
invitation, and spent the evening with than veff 
pleasantly. This officer, whose name is Tallaot; 
had spent «ome time in Sheffield, a few years 
back, and had married his .wife at Liverpool; ihe 
is an agreeable young woman, and well acquainted, 
with some friends of Liverpool. They had a fine 
child with them; and upon the whole seemed hap* 
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]Her dian could be expected in such a situation. 
Xtey behaved with great kindness to me ; and it 
appeared a gratification to them to entertain xui 
Englishman* 

12/ A Month f Qds This morning I had the com- 
pany of W. S. a minister of our society, belonging 
to Pelham monthly meetings in this neighbour^ 
hood. He kindly invited me to his house, to spend 
a few days with him, but I could not conveniently 
accept his invitation. In the forenoon I paid 
another visit to the Falls, and it being a dark cloudy 
day, the whole view had a more gloomy and solemn 
aspect. There being none of the glare and glitter 
of the sunshine, the eye could rest steadily upon 
it; and, having a pencil and paper with me, I 
took a sketch of the scene. 

In the evening I came to D. P.^s of Black Creek 
meeting, at whose house I lodged. This is a plea- 
sant situation, on the hanks of Lake Erie ; and 
D. P.'s establishment presents an agreeable spe- 
cimen of a Back Wood family. In the room 
B^iese we breakfasted, was a loom for weaving ; 
in another apaitment were spinning wheels, and 
some of the girls actively platting straw and Hiak- 
ing it into hats and bonnets for the family. In 
addition to our tea and toast, we had excellent 
l^roiled fish taken in the Lake^ where they easily 

o 
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If procure great quantities, TTiese persons were so 
situated, that, in their own family, they had 'the 
means of procuring nearly all the necessaries, and 
even many of the luxuries of life. It was a very 
beautiful sight, to see ten fine orderly children 
sitting round the table with their father and mo 
tiier, who were still in the prime of life, and living 
independently of the uncertainties of commerce. 
The eldest daughter appeared to be about 16 years 
old. Ojie of the sons, who was but a boy, enter- 
tained me with an account of his having lately killed 
a bear, as it w^s in pursuit of his father's hogs. 
The English go>^rHment, in order to encourage 
the settlement of Upper €anada, grant to new 
settlers, 200 acres of land for heads of families,' 
and 50 .acres additional for each child ; reserving 
to the crown the mineYals and the white pines, 
J). P. gave me the perusal of his grants, from 
^'hich I gathered the conditions. Some little ex* 
pense attends the grants in the fees of office, 
though but trifling, and their tax^s amount to 9 
v^ry small sum per annum for feach JOO acres. 

I2th Month, 3d. I left Black Creek ; and the 
inornmg being clear and calm^ the scenery around 
wa^ beautiful. After riding about 10 miles on the 
banks of Lake Erie, I came to Fort Erie, where 
I got some refreshment at the inn, and proceedioi; 
a little further, I got info the ferfy-boat, in com- 
pany with an old drunken' Indian; and his squaw* 
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Tbes0 poor creatures I had seen the tnormng be-^ 
fore, at the inn, endeavouring to persuade Penning, 
the landloid, to exchange spiritous liquors for a 
piece of printed callico, which the Indian had re- 
ceived as a present from the agent of tlie British 
GoverfHiient in Canada. I was glad to observe 
that Fenuing had the uprightness to refuse taking 
advautii^e of this poor creature^ which he might 
easily have done, as the Indian was then in a state 
of intoxication, and scarcely able to utter any 
thing but " Whisko,'' the name he gave to spirits. 
I W9S told in Canada, that many thousand pounds 
pef annum are expended in presents to the Indians, 
in order to insure their friendship in time of war ; 
and that the greater part of these 'presents are ex- 
changed for spiritous liquors, which they use to 
great excess, ipaay times to the loss of their lives^ 
and always at the expence of their health. 

A^r crogsing the Hapids, I passed through the 
Prairies, or large open plains, already described. 
In the evening I slept at an ina kept by a person 
called Esquire Ransom. This is the title given 
to all jusliceai of the peace, and my landlord was 
one, and a miller also. It seemed to n^e a little 

m 

fftrange, that men in such low stations should be 
appointed magistrates. On making a remark to 
this efiect, they also thought it very strange that 
we should measure peoples understanding by their 
wealth. o 2 
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lQ,ih Month, 4tL I travelled this day mostljr 
tliroagb the woods^ and met with some Indian 
hunters, who behaved with civility. On one large 
tree I saw an Indian painting tliat had been re^ 
cently done. TThe figures were, Indians, bows 
and arrows, and deer with arrows pierced througb 
the neck. Tlie colours were chiefly black and 
red, upon the white ground of the tree where the 
bark was taken off. In passing through these 
woods I saw divers very fine and lofty pines; some 
of them were IS or 14 feet in circumference, and, 
I suppose, not less than 170 feet in height. I saw 
many which had been blown down, and, in their 
fall, had, with their roots, torn up mounds of 
earth of considerable height. At night I came to 
Batavia, and took up my quartern at the house of 
J. E. and his brother, where I was kindly and 
generously entertained. We had part of a fine 
haunch of venison for supper, which they told me 
they had bought of tlie Indians at l^d. per lb. and 
which was the regular sum paid for the best parts 
of the fattest deer. 

In the centre of a good room, in which I slept, 
was fixed one of the most beautiful and ciuious 
clocks I have ever seen. It was in the form of 
an elegant mahogany pillar, on the capital of whidi 
were four faces. On one of them was an orrery, 
shewing the motions of the earth and planets 
round the sun. On another face were mttriced 
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^ boura and minutes; and on th^ third face were 
marked tbe names of 94 musical tunes, witli a 
pointer in the centre, which being placed against 

any name, repeated that tune every quarter, until 
die pointer was moved to another. On the fourth 
imce was seen, through the glass, the curious 
machinery of the clock. The value set upon this 
ingenious piece of mechanism, was 1000 dollars^ 
or S25l. The cabinet work of the case, as well 
as the engravings and paintings about it, and also , 
the movements, although done in a beautiful and 
workmanlike manner, had all been executed 
by men> none of whom had served an apprentice^ 
jdiip to their respective lines of business, llie 
mechanism was executed by tbe grandfather of 
the kind friend in whose house it stands. This 

« 

family are remarkable for ingenuity, and have ren* 
dered essential services to this count]:y, by the 
improvements they have made in the machinery 
of flour mills. One of their progenitors had been * 
.dock^maker to a King of England, and was con- 
sidered a first-rate mechanic in his day. Thus 
propensities and talents sometimes run in families 
from one generation to another. 

> 
lath Mouthy 5th. After breakfast my hospita- 

■ble friends shewed me into the land office of the 

Holland purchase, where every thing is arranged ' 

in great order ; and several clerks* and surveyors 

OS 
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are employed* At one of the deAB I taiw 
the surveyor whom I had met with a few day9 
before, in his Indian habiliments, just come out 
of the woods, in which he had been surveying. 
He was now transformed into a smart looking^: 
clerk, ^o that I scarcely knew him* In the fore- 
noon I left Batavia, and passed several huntings 
parties of Indians. Yesterday, whilst breakfasting 
at Vandeventer's, I observed them sending out 
boy to a neighbouring settlement of these peoplej 
to buy Indian com ; and, on inquiring the cause, 
I was told that in the settlements of the white 
people thereabouts, the com harvest had generalfy 
failed. This not having been the case with the 
Indians, the white people were therefore indebted 
to them for support that season. The mi^ress of 
Vandeventer's Tavern, who is a sober religious 

woman, informed me that she sometimes employed 
the Indian females in needle work, at which some 
of them are exceedingly clever. On my inquiring 
how it happened that they decreased in numbers 
80 fast, she told me that she often had conversation 
on this subject, with the females she employed; 
and, on close inquiry, they would freely confess 
that they used various unnatural means to prevent 
an incHoease^ On the landlady pleading with them, 
and endeavouring to convince them of the sinful- 
ness of their practices, they would sometimes 
reply, that it was impossible for them to cany 
about a child; and also the skins; Scct ^hich theif 
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Imsbonds procured in the woods ; and which they 
were always forced to carry in the hunting season. 
Such 18 the affecting situation of these poor Indian 
mothers* 

In the afternoon I came to Capt. Ganser's Ta* 
yfenif in approaching which^ I observed a young 
Indian femde, who was standing not far from the 
road, apparently full of trouble. On comii^ near 
the house, I heard a noise very much like the 
growling of a wild beast ; and on looking into the 
house, I saw a stout young Indian singing a kind 
of w^ song in his own language. The master of 
the inn told me that he was much intoxicated, and 
had been beating his wife, the female I had just 
seen. She had, notwithstanding, taken from him 
his tomahawk and scalping knife, and put them 
out of his way ; and I was informed that it is the 
general practice of die Indian females, to take 

-away these instruments of death, whenever there 
is any appearance of intoxication. Even the little 
girl* are so instructed, that whenever they see the 
men in the way of being intoxicated, they will silly 

' take away these instruments and hide them until 
the drunken fit is over. 

After leaving this place I passed by a settlement 
of white people, who were mostly Scotch High- 
landers. Here I heard a company of drunken 
Indiana ringing their war song ; and; passing on a 



few ihileft Ardier I overtobk a Gompany ^f Ifidifin 
women wilt ' their children^ :, The woimn were 
idisposed to talk with me^.but.I'couhl ttot under* 
Btaud a word tliey said, except scos, scoa, and too 
scoss ; the iirst of which I knew meant good, and 
th^ fatter, not good. Niot long after I parted with 
'.th^m I came to Cannawagas, an Indian village, 
near die Genessee river, which I- crossed, and, in 
ib^ evening came.toOsmai's Tavidm in Hartford, 
whei^ I erpent the evening with t\tfo young men, 
.'V^ho had also been on a visit to the Fallsof Niagara. 

■ ..■•.•• 
; lith Month, 6th, This morning I came to 
, GjBneral Hsdl^jiitD to httBkta$L This k*epast con- 
sisted of t^a jiOtd toa^l, and! broiled venison., lb 
,the evening I. c^uBe^ to Gahandarque, a^d loi^ 
at Taylor^s hot^l. 

12/A Monthf 7<A. Vm morning, us. I arogr, 
I saw many Indians, . both men and women, oom- 
ing into the tpwn on bi^siness with the ahop*-keepers; 
and, when about mouiiting my horse, I saw a 
.beautiful salmon trout bortie by two men upon a 
.pole which was piit through tlie mou^ and giUs 
of the fish. I thought it .eould not he less thib 
4 or 5 feet lolig, as its tail trailed upon the ground 
when thus carried. 

In the afternoon I passed through Geneva, and 
^dioed ihece atPowel'^ fao<ieL In the ev^M^I 
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^ rode about 8 miles on the banks of Lake Seneca ; 
^ ' and lodged at Captain Knight's tavern^ a beautiful 
*T situation on the banks of the Lake. The landlord 
informed me that he had been a long time in th« 
service of Daniel Ofley, a friend of Philadelphia, 

of whom be spoke with respect. 

ft 

f I2th Month, Sth. This day I travelled along 

i the Bank of Lake Seneca, on which are many 
f pleasing prospects. I had, through the day, the 
company of a young man, a son of the postmaster 
at Newtown; and, in the evening we came to Ely's 
tavern in Hector township. One son of our land- 
lord was called Hector, being the first white bpy 
who was bom in the township, after its settlement; 
he appeared to be about 12 years old. This part 
abounds with deer and black squirrels, of which 
sort of provisions they had plenty in the house; and 
we had some for supper. The squirrels were very 
ht, much more so than I could have expected. 

12/A Month, 9th. We left Ely's tavern early, and 
passed through a romantic country, where we had a 
view of one of the prettiest water falls I had ever 
seen.. It descended, as by an easy flight of steps, down 
the declivity of a mountain, at the foot of which 
is Lake Seneca. I was told that both the white 
inhabitants and Indians kill a great many deer by 
hunting them down into the Lake, on which they 
continue to pursue them in a boat or canoe. , Tho 
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pursuers soon overtake the deer, throw a halter 
over the horns, and dragging it to the side of the 
vessel, take the life of the poor aniiqal w:itb a large 
Jcnife, and then drag it on shore. 

About noon we reached Catherines, a village at 
the end of Luke Seneca ; at this village tliere is a 

wharf; and some business is carHed on iii veisseis of 

about 60 tofis burd^i. After taking sonie refresb* 

meut, we ^ased on through Catherine's Swamp, 

-a deep narrow valley with mountams on each haixl, 

covered with loftj trees. Here, as the evening 

approached, the valley resounded with the howHog 

of wolves; the sound very touch resembling (lie 

noise of a number of ki^fe dog», howii^xig as thiy 

sometimes do in the night, or on he^riiig the sound 

of the hofn. My companion, by way of encoB- 

ragement, ihfbrmed me that he had nev«^ heard of 

an instance of either a wolf or a bear attackii^ a 

man> except mease of themselves or tlieiv yomig 

being first wounded ; and, from what I can learo, 

I believe his statement to be correct. 

This evening we came to Newtown and had 
' good accommodations at Ellis's tavern, where I 
spent some time with a person of the name of 
Goldbride, who informed me that he was the firjt 
person who had attempted the navigation of the 
Shoumonge into the Susquehanna, and so down 
to iialtimore aiid the Chesapeak Bay. In this tot 
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he sustained' considerable loss^ and several 
oatmen were drowned ; but> from tibe inv« 
3Bts made i|A the navigation^ of this river^ 
-able business is now done upon it. 

Mon^, lOtbi I left Newtown, aqd, tra- 
aloi^g a diinly peopled country, came to a 
n kept by one Esquire Wincope, where I 
!ie refre^ment. The innkeeper was not 
ustice of the peace^ but also a watchmaker^ 
broken tlie glass of my watch> he put a 
ftp over the fete ias none of his glasses 
uit. He appeared' to be a very ingenious 
and, as a Magistrate, possessed a good 
* useful knowledge. I perceived an edition 
i's Justice on the shelf, wdtb his watoh-mak* 
s; iind therefore I suppose he adminislet^ 
according 'to law. Towards etfenirig I 
3 Tioga Point, where is the junction of 
iimonge with the Susquehanna ; and took 
quarters at Doctor HojAin's, an acquain- 
f my relation J. K. to whose habitation 
ands t was bei^'dihg my course. This 
lodged at the Doctor's, and, next mom- 
out for Elklands. After travelling • along 
ik of the Susquehanna, and passing by 
>eek, I came to Dotherly's tavern in the 
, on the Banks of Tawandy Creek. Here 
d, and the next moniing breakfasted on 
lison. 
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lQ,th Month, I2,th. This morning I left Dother^ 
ly'sy and rode many miles through the woods^ with* 
out seeing one habitation^ or meeting with one isf 
dividual. The land in general is of good qualitji 
and the forest trees are mostly beech^ hiccory, oak, 
a species of pine, called hemlock, and the sugar 
maple. From the last, considerable quantities of 
sugar are made ; and I saw several sugar camps, 
fenced in, where the sap is collected in small 
wooden troughs, about two feet long, coarsely 
made with the hatchet, and capable of containing 
one or two gallons each. One of these troughs is 
placed at the foot of each tree, and above it a hole 
is pierced, with an inch and a half auger. In the 
hole is fixed a spout, about one foot long, made 
of the elder tree, with the pith taken out. As the 
sap is collected, it is carried to the boilers, which 
are fixed ip the camp. Some farmers not only col- 
lect sufficient sugar and treacle for their own 
use, but have several hundred pounds weight to 
dispose of to the grocers. After travelling about 
la miles, I came to a habitation called Eldridge's 
Tavern. The situation of this inn was very soli- 
tary and romantic, in the midst of a very estepsive 
forest. The mistress of the house told me that 
her husband and she had lately emigrated jfrom 
London, where they had carried on business in 
Longacre> more than 14 years. 

In the course of this day I came safe to my 
relation's at Elklands; and found his kmly well. 
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Tbe sitiuitieNii be has ohosen is very solitary; his 
nearest neigfahour betog about one mile off; but 
there are several at about that distance ; and some 
of them being of our society, tliey have united 
and buik a meeting-chouse near them. 

IQih Month, 13th, I spent this afternoon at 
J« H/s, whose family were busily employed in 
making maple sugar. J. H. is a minister in good 
esteem, has an agreeable wife and a group of fine 
chtldreo, who have plenty of employment in 
clearii^ and cultivating his plantation in tbb wil- 
derness, which^ however, appears to be an excel- 
lent soil; and die situation being dry and healthy, 
on a rising ground, there' is every jMrobability that 
at somefntor^ day this may become a property of 
great vihie. 

IQih Minthy lAih. This day I viskeiJ^. H/s, 
a nephew of J. H/s, He; with his wife and one 
fine child, had but lately come into this countrVi 
attd hhd <Jetfred only a very few aci*es, but which 
appesir^ to bb well managed, and very produc* 
tiffe. He had just nailed up the skm of a large - 
b^iir, against the side of his house. He had shot the 
b^^ast,^ whilst in'the act of seizing one of his faog9|' 
having'b^n led to the scene of action by the' 
shrieks of the poor animal, while under the mdef 
embraces of the bear. By E. H.'s attention, the 
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tables were quickly turned in favour of the hog^^ 
which was rescued^ and was in a fair way of 
covering from its wounds« 

I2th Month, 1 5th. I attended Elklands 
ing. During the sitting of it, a company 
hunters came in, and, leaving their rifle guns at tb.« 
door, behaved in .% becoming manner until tbe 
meeting broke up. 

lQ:th Mo7ithy 16///. I spent this day at «y re- 
lation's. In the course of it I saw two of his 
men cut down a hemlock tree, which is a species 
of pine. This tree was 4 yards in circumference, 
and 50 yards in length; yet it was of but little 
value here. The timber which most abounds on 
this farm is the sugar maple, the beech, the locust^ 
and the oak. This day I saw a family from near 
Derby, in England, of the name of Lambfirt, wboi 
1 ^understood, were likely to do welL 

IQth Month, nth. I rode from Elklands td 
!I^uncy, across the Allegany Mountains, in com- 
pauy with J. H. and one of his neighbours. When 
near the top of the Allegany Mountains, we passed 
th^ company of hunters who had attended tbe 
meeting at Elklands. The priacipal^ objects of 
their pursuit were deer, although they had no ob- 
jection to meeting with a bear or a wolf. In 
passing down the Allegany Mountains, we came 
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near the house of a man of the name of Webster,, 
ivho had killed 36 bears the last season. 

In the evening we came to Muncy, where Itook 
up my lodgings at W. E.'s, a vei^ hospitable friend. 
This being the evening preceding the monthly 
meeting, upwards of 20 friends lodged at His 
house; and, as far as I could judge, were both li- 
berally and comfortably entertained. I was told, by 
a neighbour, that it was not very uncommon for as 
many as 30 strangers to dismount at tlie door of 
this friend's house, in the course of an evening, 
and for themselves and horses to be all well ac-^ 
eommodatedi W. E. has a family of 8 or lO 
children, and his wife, who is an amiable woman, 
sometimes appears in the ministry. Here I met 
with my cousin S. M. who has taken up her abode 
at this place for the present. It affords a fine field 
for the exiercise of her talents ; and I believe she 
makes herself exceedingly useful* 

IQih Month, IStK^^'^A deputation from Half- 
moon monthly meeting, in Mar}'land, attended 
this meeting at Muncy, with a proposition to unite 
these two monthly meetings into a quarterly meet- 
ing ; the friends of each of them having to travel 
about 150 miles to thehr respective quarterly meet- 
ings; according to the present arrangement. 

P 3 
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After attending the monthly meetiiig^ I dined 
and spent the afternoon at W. E/s, where I had the 
company of my relation J. E. and that of man^ 
other friends from the neighbouring meetings. 

l^th Month, IQth. I spent this day at W. E-'s, 
who appeared to be much employed as an agent 
in the sale and purchase of lands in these parts ; 
andj I understand; he has, by this means^ acquired a 
large property. A sale of 100 acres of land was 
made while I was here. The estate sold for about 
3301. sterling, with a tan-yard and some building! 
and other improvements thereon. It was considered 
well worth the money ; aldiough, 10 or 16 yetfi 
ago, 501. would have been thought a good price 
for the land ; it being 130 miles inland from Fhi« 
ladelphia; but there are now many good houses 
and plantations scattered up and down in tbe 
neighbourhood ; and the roads are generally jn 
good order. 

l^th Mouth, 90th. I came this day to Jersej 
town where I slept. In passing through the woods 
this afternoon, I saw a flock of wild turkies niB- 
ning along the ground- 

I2th Month, 2U^ His morning I came. about 
1£ miles on my way on the banks of tbe Susqoe* 
jhanna opposite to Cattawessy, and breakfasted at 
the house of a friend of the name of Yarnal.. 
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Observing something very wild and singular in the 
countenance of an infant^ which the friend's wife 
ivas nursing on her lap, I inquired if it was her 
>wn ; on which she informed me it was the child of 
n Indian, and that she had takeu charge of it. 

After breakfast I attended Cattawessy monthly 
neeting. Here I took up my quarters at J. L/s, 
i fiiend I had before been acquainted with.. 
I. L. apd some of his neighbours were endeavour** 
ing to dispose gf their property at Cattawessy, 
V^ith a view of removing to the Ohio, the tide of 
emigration now setting in strongly that way. Gene-' 
rally speaking, it is observable that local attach.-^ 
ment9 are very slight in this country^ 

I2th Month, Q,Q.d. I came to Roaring Creek^ 
and attended the meeting there. Afterwards I 
spent the afternoon and lodged at W. P.'s, having 
been kindly invited to his bouse, by him, when at 
J. L/s. A neighbour of W. P.'s told us, that, some^ 
time before, when bunting deer with his dog and 
rifle gun, he was suddenly alarmed by a large wolf 
running by him. On presenting his gun, he observed 
9 considerable number following after as fast as 
they could run, being in all 17 large wolves. They 
^ passed by without taking the least notice of 
him ; however he fired at the last of them, and 
](Ul«d bim on the spot; the rest pursuing theit 

?5 
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rout Mrithout taking the least siotice of tmt Men 
companion. 

In that neighbourhood many friends had sold 
their plantations^ and had gone to reside in Upper 
Canada^ where they had each a grant of 2 or 300 
acres from the British Government, lyithout fiir- 
dief expense than the fees of office^ which are veiy 
small, as already noticed. 

IQ^th Month, 23d. I came this day to Miller's 
Tavern, where, in the evening, I observed a hun- 
ter exercising himself in shooting at a mark, with 
his riifle gun. The mark at which he shot, was a 
lighted candle. TTie accounts that are given of 
the expertness of these shooters, are almost in- 
credible. Most of this day's journey was through 
a rough, stony country, very little of it being in a 
state of cultivation; but the sides of the mountains 
were mostly covered with the flowering laurel ; and 
the streams of the Mahonay were seen winding 
along the vallies. At the tavern where I dined, there 
was a hunter who, the landlord said, had shot one 
hundred deer that season. 

. IQth Month, Q,4th. I came on with J. M. to t 
German tavern, about 6 miles from Hamburg, 
wher^ we lodged. At this house I found but one 
person who could speak English, and he being 
out when I rose in the morning, I was unable to 
make the family understand what I said to them. 
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MM Month, esth. I came this day to T. L/s, 
at Maiden Creek. Afterwards, at the house where 
I lodged, I met with a venerable looking man, 
wbose countenance was almost lost in a large 
bushy beard, which extended a considerable way 
down his breast* On conversing with him, it ap- 
peared he was of the religious society called 
Dunkers. I inquired of him the reason why the 
men of that society were so tenacious of their 
besu-ds, and expected to have heard sonjie motive 
assigned that had at least the appearance of 
weight; but in this I was disappointed; for he 
either could not, or would not assign any other 
than this : " That as they believed the practice of 
shaving originated from a desire in the men to 
make themselves agreeable to the women, it was 
Unbecoming the gravity of a religious character to 
act from such motives/^ 

I2th Monthy 2Qth. 1 came this day to Beth- 
lehem, a town inhabited almost entirely by 
Moravians. They have here a well-conducted 
boarding-school for girls, where children of all 
persuasions are taught every branch of learning 
diat is deemed necessary for females ; and, for this 
purpose, the best masters and mistresses are pro- 
Diired from different parts of Europe and America, 

The inn is large and commodious, and conducted 
wiUi a good deal of order and regularity ; and i» 



176 THAVELS IN 

not inferior to some of the principal inns in Eng* 
land. Soon after I alighted, I was invited by ^ 
respectable old man to look over the schools that 
evening. I was glad of the offer, as I had an op- 
portunity of seeing nearly 100 of the girls collected^ 
and of hearing most of them repeat a number of 
short pieces in verse and prqse. 

lQ,th Monthy 9.7th. I remained at Bethlehem, 
and this morning was again kindly invited, by thei 
person who was my conductor last evening, to go 
over the different apartments in the school and 
establishment. I gladly accepted his offer, and 
vas well pleased with the neatness and order that 
prevailed throughout the whole. This town is 
pleasantly situated on the banks of the Lehigh^ a 
branch of the Delaware, which is. navigable 
down to Philadelphia. The town was founded by 
Count Zinzendorff, and a large tract of good land 
was purchased here by hiip, vvhicji is oow of very, 
great value^ 

l^th Month, 99th. I went to Falmouth, and 
attended the meeting there, and afterwards came 
forward to Spring Mills, where I dined at T. L/s, 
in company with N. W. jun. who, with T.. L/s 
sister, narrowly escaped with their lives as we 
came from Falmouth. They were both in a single- 
horse chaise, and the horse being in high conditioo 
and full of spirits; took fright at something he saw^ 
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and set off on a fiill gallop: d^e rein breaking, he 
became ungovernable, so that one of the wheek 
soon came in .contact with a post, on which the 
carnage was immediately whirled over, and they 
were' both thrown out with great violence ; but 
providentially they received little or no injury. 

This afternoon I returned"*safe to Merion, hav- 
ing, in this excursion; travelled about a thousand 

miles. 



I 
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CHAPTER XI. 

MenoU'^Cruel murder of a black hoy-^A frw lines ad- 
dressed to the author^ s family-^P reservation of a shi^s 
company-^Baltimore-^'Emigrants from Germany and 
Holland ~^ ElkridgC'^ Con^any ef slaves — JFashing" 
ton-^ A faithful slave. 



12th Motith, 3Ut, 1805, I was employed in. n^ 
commercial concerns in Philadelphia. In passing 
along the market-house in this city, the variety of 
■wild animal food exposed to sale was very striking; 
such as bear's flesh, oposums, racoons, squirrels,, 
deer, badgers, or ground hogs, &c. &c.; besides 
a great variety of wild fowls. Many of the latter 
were of beautiful plum^e, but quite unknown 
to me« 

1806, 1st Month, Ist. I returned to Merion, 
and spent the following day there, in writing to 
my family and friends in England. I thought it 
remai'kable, especially at this season of the year, 
that, notwithstanding there was a good deal of 
plate in constant use, in the house -where I lodged, 
the doors were never locked at uigkt, nor even had 
any locks on them : the only fastening to the pna* 
cipal front door, was a nail or a pin put over the 
latch; and even this precaution was not unfre* 
quently omitted. From what I could leana^ it was 
generally the practice, in this neighbourhood| to 
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leapve tfie doors iinIo€ked, although the town stood 
upon one of the most public turnpike-roads in 
America, only about.? miles from Philadelphia, a 
city containing considerably more than one hun« 
dred thousand inhabitants. 

1st Month, 3rf. I attended TVf erion Preparative 
Meeting, where a discussion of a rather singular 
nature took place, by which it appeared that, ad- 
joining to Friends' burying ground, there is ano- 
ther grave yard, set apart by Friends, for the use 
hf people of other persuasions who incline to bury 

'- in it, FcH* many years past, a number of the 
neighbouring families "had availed themselves of 
the privilege ; 'but not satisfied with burying only, 
they had taken down nearly'the whole of the stones 

' ^hich composed the wall that separated the two 
/grave yards; and had placed them at the head and 
*feet of the graves, by way of tomb-stones, and thus 
ihe two burying grounds had nearly become one. 
Many Friends of ihe Preparative Meeting thought 
it necessary to build up the partition wall, whilst 
others were for having the remains of this wall 
•entirely taken away. However, as it appeared on 
•discussion, that persons of other persuasions were 
in thi practice of rising certain ceremonies at 
their burials, and of erecting tomb-stones, 8cc. it 
was at Idrigth concluded that it would be right to 
rebuild the wall, in order that the peculiar testi- 
monies of Friends;' in these respects, might be 
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more dearly manifested; and the wall was accord* 
ingly ordered to be rebuilt* 

As my commercial and other engagements o^ 
cupied chief of my time during my- further a^y m 
America^ I shall now again make occasional ex- 
tracts from my diary, instead of detailing the various 
transactions it records. 

1st Month, 5th. I attended MerioB meetingi 
and spent the afternoon at H. B.'s, whose neigh* 
bour, R. J. handed me a note, containing an 
account of the number of families, &c« in the 
Middle Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia, as they 
stood in the 1st Month, 1800, as follows:— 

Total number of Members . . . ^ 1330 

Families 280 

Male heads of Families . l60 

Men Fk'iend* 21 years of age and upwards . 2dO 



In the year 1806, the tinile whien the note 
handed to me, the numbers in t(fit inontU j meet^ 
ing were increased, and amounted' to b<KtwecB S 
and 4 hundred families. 

\st Month, lOtJu In.conTersation wkb H. B*-h€ 
related to me an affecting narrative of a blaick boy, 
who came under the observation of his brother J. R^ 
and residdd n^ar his^dwellisig. at Lewis*Town> in- 
Delaware State. It happened dm^lbe mastef of 
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tbis poor lad had mbsed a piece of leatker, and he 
charged the boy, who was his slave, with stealing 
it. The boy denied the charge. However, a» 
the master was unable to discover what wns be« 
come of the leather, and looked upon the denial 
of the charge as a thing of course, he was very 
much irritated that he was unable to bring any proof 
against the lad. In order to extort confession, the 
master tied him up by the hands, a considerable 
height from the ground, and fixed a heavy piece 
of wood (a fence rail) to his feet. In this 3itua=- 
tion he beat die poor boy in so unmerciful a man- 
ner, fliat he died under the torture thus cruelly 
inflicted by his brutal master. Scarcely had the 
poor little innocent breathed his last, under 
these torments, before the master's son, smitten 
with remorse on being the occasion of such 
dreadful cruelties, confessed that it was himself 
who had stolen the leather, for which the poor 
little slave had just paid the forfeit of his life. 
However void of the feelings of humanity, it may 
well be supposed, that this hard-hearted master 
was not a little mortified at having wantonly put 
to death a valuable slave ; but, such was the pro- 
tection which that State afforded these oppressed 
fellow-creatures, that the master escaped punish- 
ment, as is commonly ^he case on occasions of 
murder committed by the whites on their black 
slaves. 

1i 
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1st Month, I2tk, On a retrospect of my tra- 
vels ill this Continent, I could not avoid recalling 
to mind the beauty and grandeur of the surround- 
ing scenery, which I have so often admired ; whe- 
ther in looking down from the Allegany Mountains 
upon vast forests, extending, on every hand, as far 
as tlie eye can reach ; or in wandering along the 
banks of diose extensive lakes ia the Genessee 
Country, and Upper Canada, in the midst of 
which, the stupendous cataract of Niagara stuns 
the ear. Equally impressive was the scene ia 
sailing on those majestic rivers, the l)elaware, 
the Hudson, the Patowmack, or die Susquehanna, 
whose ever-varying banks open prospects extremely 
wild and beautiful ; or in traveri^ng those almost 
boundless forests which still remain in an unculti- 
vated state, where I often beheld the native Indian 
families rambling in search of game. In all these 
changing scenes, however striking and impressive, 
tlie recollection of my near connexions at home 
ivas almost ever with me ; and the remembrance 
of these tender ties induced a short address to my 
wife and family, which led me to exhibit the ef- 
fleets of divine love in a few additional stanzas* 
Though they may have little to recomniiend them, 
I insert the lines in this place:-— 

Tbo' far divided, still I feel tliee neap. 

And oft, on thee, remembrance loves to dw^. 

As on a friend well tried, and doubly dear. 
Whose worth my heart can beUer feel than tdl 
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Thro' all thy conflicts, may the hand of power, 

Lead th^e in safety on the devious way ; 
And watch around thee, thro* each varying hour, 

Thy guard and guide unto thy latest day. 

Those tender plants the pledges of our love, 
True to theoiselves, as to known duty true. 

By thy. example l^d, oh ! n^ay they prove, ; 

The joys of virtue) apd her paths pursue, 

' ' I 

As oft, a^ ^afly c){^wn, or evening's cIose> 
Th&e wid^ly^ waving woods, I peusive trac^ 

This tendei" wish within my bosom flows, J 

In love unbounded still by time or space« j 



Not this Atlantic's vast extended flood. 
Encircling many an Isle in his embrace; 

Nor these wide forests that have, ages stood^ 
A ftbade and shelter to an Indian race i 

Not all the deeps where, oceans waves combine. 
With ev'ry forest's broad) exjtenfied,3pace, 

More widely spread th^n does that love divii|e. 
Which, as it flows, embraqes every race. 

With it^ mild influence cloth'd,^ the mind.caa vi^v^ 
All hviman kind with one benignant eye ; 

Whatever theh- nation, or whatever their hue. 
For suflering man the heart can heave a sigb« 

Behold yon slave with wretchednesa cast down, 
Torn from his wife and children's weeping eye^ 

He* toils UDpitied: in. a land unknown, 
Aodi e^ hi^ bitter breac) witl^ many a ^^ 

Pnee and untainted, froq^ its source suJjlime, 
Tho' the pure current of the gospel flpw^; 

Tet what avails it to this favoured clime, 
If man; obdurate 9till> np pity, knows! 
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Or what avails it, tho* fair freedom rear^ 
Her beauteous throne upon a fertile land^ 

If there ten thousands still the chain must wear^ 
And; unregarded; lift the suppliant band ! 

Ist Monthy IBth. I spent this day at Philadel- 
phia. In crossing the floating bridge at the upper 
ferry, I observed the people engaged in a singular 
kind of harvest, being employed in breaking up 
and taking away large quantities of ice, to lay up 
for summer use. Those who have never visited 
warm climateS; can scarcely conceive how pleasant 
the use of ice is, for various purposes of the table^ 
in the suituner season. 

\st Month, 25th* In crossing the Schuylkill on 
the floating bridge, at the upper ferry, I passed a 
Negro boy apparently about 12 years of age. 
Round his neck an iron collar was locked, and 
from each side of it an iron bow passed over his 
head. His dress was a light linsey jacket and 

browsers, without hat, shoes, or stockings. Soon 
after passing the boy, whom I supposed to be a 
runaway slave, I met a person of whom I inquired 
the reason of the boy's having so much iron about 
him. The man replied that the boy was his, and 
was so often running away that he had used that 
method to prevent him. 

Isi Monthy 9Qth. After having passed several 
days at MerioU; chiefly ia writing to my family 
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4^4 ooiiMctiaaf#^ I ^wt tUs da^ to inulad^lphia, 
a^ ferw^ded various Inters and papers to l^ngr 
Ifind. jj^/teiryiraitds. I diofid at J. A.% an Englisbr 
ma% who. bad oftea loudly invited me to I^ house. 
He had been sent to this coontry by S. B* on 
busisess. J. A. gave me aa. account of a singulaf 
preservation experienced by the ship's compai^y 
in crossing the Atlantic, i^rheii more than 500 
Bules^. Crom land. His narrative wa3 nearly as 
ibllows :— 'Lying avt^ake early one mornings he was. 
alarmed by the people's continuing a loQg time at 
the pump. About five o'clock the Captain came 
dowu and informed him that the ship had sprung 
sa considerable, a leak^ that he was fearful the 
€onse<)uencewoM]d b/e serious^ for the water gained 
fesli upoa them; thai iaa^l prpbaibility it would not 
l^ many hours before the vess^el would sink> and 
that there \i^a& no alternative but taking to the long- 
boat. Preparations were accordingly made to 
leave, the ship, by providing the £^\y stoies and 
necessaries they were able to stow in, the bo^ 
While this was doing the water increased 30 rapidly, 
that, eady in the forenooo^ it filled, the low^r h/ol4 
and began to make its appearance <m th^ (^abiu 
floor. About noon all were under tlie absolute no* 
cessity of leaving the ship^ from an expectatioxi she 
wouldgo down every momeut. With tlxis awful prO:* 
spect before them, the ship's company committed 
themselves to the waves, with scarcely a ray ofbop^ 

8 3 
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of ever reaching land. The afteraoon was spent witfi 
heavy hearts, being every moment in danger of hav- 
ing their boat overset or filled with water. When 
the darkness of the night came on, it added to the 
horrors of their situation. However, soon after 
it was dark, about eight o'clock, tlie Captain stood 
up, and being stiff with long sitting in a c<Ma£ned 
posture, stretched himself out, with his face to- 
wards that part of the horizon, where the moon 
was at that moment rising and casting a stream of 
light along the surface of the waters. This afforded 
him an opportunity of discovering a vessel which, 
providentially, at that very time, was passings be* 
tween them and the moon just as she rose above the 
waves. The prospect of so unexpected a deliver- 
tmce, gave such uew strength to the poor sailors 
at the oars, that, in a short time they came up 
with the ship, and were all taken safely on hoard. 

It is difficult to describe the feelings of a grate* 
ful mind, on an occasion like this ; but from such 
an event, we may all draw this useful lesson: not 
to be too much discouraged even under the most 
adverse circumstances of life. 

On the 30/ A of the I si Mojith, I left Merion, 
and this day, the \$t of 9d Months I crossed the 
Susquehanna to Charleston, and thence came to 
Bush. Here I rested about an hour at an inn^ the 
landlord of which told m^ that he was a native oi 
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don, and had received his education in Christ 
rcik Hospital. On coming over to America 
it 60 years ago, he landed near the place where 
amore now stands ; but, at that dme, the town 
not begun, altho' it now contains near 30,000 
bitants, and is one of the best built towns 1 havo 
• Indeed I do not know any in England su- 
^r to it in beauty. In the evenii^ I came to 
legant inn called the Stone-'house, and the next 
reached Baltimore, and it being 1st day, I at« 
ed the meeting there* 

{ Month, Sd. I attended the quarterly meet* 
at Baltimore, which was held in the new 
dng-house, a very handsome brick building, 
It 30 yards in length and proportionably broad. 
»st nearly 60001. This meeting-house is so con* 
rted, that both men and women keep their seats 
1 the meetings for worship close, which are held 
iously to proceeding to their respective busi- 
The partition which divides the house into 
parts, is so constructed, that it winds round a 
lass with flat sides. The pannels of the par* 
1 are joined to each other by hinges ; are so 
ortioned that they wrap round the windlass as 
and regularly as a piece of canvas ; and are 
cely managed, that in winding up or letting 
1, they make no more noise than a common 
in* It is obvious that the first range of pan* 

at the top> next to the windlass, must b« tbe 



narrowest ; and &»t tiiey mm% gi^Amliy w^m^ 
m kti^tk tQ> die Wwest cange>. Qliii^itwi^e ^j 
eould not \¥M9p, regukcty Q<»mii tbc^ ^le. Tk# 
gvadual deevease in the breadtk of d?e paWf^ ha# 
a very pretty effect, when the shiittera. are dowa; 
and, conlnuy to. wxy expectation, I did no^ observe 
diat the meeting auflered any incoaveaiency horn 
the voices o£ die women, in. die odier dmsion (tf 
the houses 

9d Month f 4th. This c^y I yisited a firiead» Im 
wife, and family, who in company with several 
others had lailely emigi^aled from the neigbVoiir- 
kood of Pyrmont in G^rmaiiy. Their object in 
coming to Americt^ was, thjEU diey and their cUk 
dreo might have niore oi^ tihe congqpany o£ friends. 
As the wages of the poor ^xe very low ia that part 
of Germany, not e^ceedi^ 34 ^^ ^^' per ^« 
and the necessaries o| li|^ are hjgh in proportion* 
few lahourers there caa afford to have any thiag 
better than coarse rye or barley bread* sprinkled 
with a little salt, to their tea or coffee; and these 
Germans, being all labouring people in low cir* 
cumstances, found a great alteration in their situ* 
ation every way, and appeared very thankful fo| 
the change. 

£j Montbj 5th. in the course of the day I vi- 
sited a family of friends, who had lately emigrated 
from Amsterdcmn) of the name of Poppeleim; and 
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>^ho had come to this country with the same views 
as Uie Germans just mentioned ; but, being men 
of property, were enga^ged in business. These 
friends having been eye witnesses of the ravages of 
war, which of late have so desolated some of the 
finest countries in Europe, often expressed their 
thankfulness, in broken English, that they were 
permitted thus to sit down in a land, where peace 

• . • • • • • 

and plenty so generally prevailed. One of the last 
mentioned family, of the name of Valentine, a man 
of a very delicate constitution, and who had suf- 
fered a great deal through bad health, and the 
almost constant state of alarm his country had 
been kept under for years past, by contending 
armies, used sometimes to say to his brothers : 
*' How thankful ought we now to feel for being 
thus placed amongst friends : we can sleep peace- 
fully in our beds, and, rising in the morning, we 
can pursue our business without interruption or 
alarm ; and can sit down in a land of plenty, eating 
our bread in quietness and peace." This evening 
I supped with I. P. an English friend, who some 
years back had emigrated from York, and is no\f 
^ell settled in business here. 

£e2 Month, 6th. I attended Baltimore week-day 
meeting. In the afternoon I set out for Washing*^ 
ton city, in company with E. W. and slept this 
night at his house near Elkridge, where he has a 
\raluable estate^ and a large well constructed flour 
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milh During die contmua^e of ih^ war-car^ 
i;ied on by Gxeat Britain, in this coupt^, he 
was tried wijtb. the lp3s o£ all hW, pwpertyj ai^da 
long confipement in priisoq ; but ^bis integrity ^ 
persevei.a$ce roQe above aUhiisdi^cujiti^; i|n(ilib# 
is now placed in a situatioi^ qI 1^ fi^, lU^ove mpH 
of hi^ per9e<;uifeQr8« 

2c2 Month, 7th. I left E, W/a bpopiitable roof^ 
and, in tb^ evening, canus to BladensbMf;g| . wher^ 
X had the company of a young surg^oa to supper^ 
of the ^aine oi^ Jobii BeU, who had accomp^n^' 
^ Am^rican^ squadron in thie late exp^d^pt 
against th^ Dey of Tr'^o]y> and was ajk the stonnr 
kig of this fort ^d towQ o£ l)e^ne> on th<^ coasK 
of Africa* la hearing imi;i*^tives, oC this l^ind^. the 
mind is often iQSt in aatontslp^ent in tjiie Qoosirt 
deration, that a man, endowed wilh reason, caf^ 
bring hiea^If to beljij&ve there- is any thing m^rir 
torious in thus exposing h^ M^ aiid- liffitbs to de* 
•truction, and oftentin^^ when he is a total 
stranger to %& causes of th^e quarrel which he ha» 
^q>ousedr How lament^le is ^ that the nob/le9t 
faculties of man should be del;»ased| a^d the 6injdbtff 
mental principles of the christian religion trodden 
undi^foot, through the indulgence; o^ ferocious and 
wajFliJ(je dispp^itionfiu 

aa Mf>ntK S^A- I» travelling this day^ I passed 
|p^y a compaQjC of bl^icjs. slave^j, ch^ed together^ 
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^idi a tvMte iman of a savage cbiint^tt«ite/lioldit% 
'a large pistol in liis hand^ driving thetn 'before Ujn. 
iBefaind v<^s a cart, iii Ivhich ^ere sdlne Negro 
«cfaildr^n, 'irhobad bben f ttm from their parentis by 
^iisiHeuiber of civilized aiid polished so<nety, who 
Hi^ais now -taking them down into Oedrgia/ thei^ 
ito tefntiin in abject slavery for life» In Vi^wii% 
ffliis paififul 'scene iss 'it pel^sed biffdre tne, it was 
Stihiiost iihpotfsible to irvofd noticing h6W different 
^tti^e'the'x!Ountenilnoes of the infent company in 
fte cart, (idrnpared with that of their unfeeling 
itbiidtictor. On flie foi*mfer were 'seea the smiles 
«df 'innocence, 'Whilst on the latter sat brooding a 
iMixture of cruelty sindtavarice, which 'no pen or 
l^cil rcssi dciscribe. 

In the attemoon I cattle to Washington city; 
%asid on the 9th I attended 'the meeting at Wash* 
angtdn. ^After medting I ^as Icindly invited by 
M. P. to her son-in-law's house. Who is Secretai^ 
fbf State; but, having ^ngi^ed to spend the after- 
tioon elsewhere, Iivas obliged to decline the offer. 
3n the evening Iliad^libetconipany df a'jmtive of Fal- 
mouth; biit, of late'jrdfi(rs, hehasbeen^employed in 
teie national ddckryard at Washington city, aa naval 
^architect. I understood that he had, early in life, 
*een invited over to this Country by Doctor 
Franklin, as one skilful in Ship-building. Having 
liad his education in our soci^ty^ it tippeared in- 
consistent that he should 'be ^nployed in con- 
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structmg ships of war; but I found he had forfeited 
his membership. However, I am mistaken, if the 
building of ships of war is not a burden greater 
than he will be able long to bear. A friend of 
the name of J. A. supped with us this evenii^. 
He was from Providence in Rhode Island, and 
gave us an interesting narrative of a journey he 
took through the wilderness parts of this continent, 
to New Orleans in Louisiana. A considerable 
part of the way he went by water in canoes, hav- 
ing Indian conductors, and passed through many 
Indian settlements, by the chie& of which he 
was, in general, kindly and hospitably entertained. 
At one Indian village in particular, the chief, 
calling together the inhabitants to a place where 
they held their public meetings, and placing 
Jonathan by his side, made a long harangue. The 
substance of it was, his approbation of the prin- 
ciples and practices of friends, concerning which 
he had obtained information at some former pe- 
riod, and which he then endeavoured to explain 
to the Indians about him. Amongst other things 
he remarked, it was a self-evident truth, that the 
Power which gave life and breath to man, alooe 
had the right to take it. At another settlement 
of Indians, he was agreeably surprised to find 
what great progress was made in agriculture and 
manufactures. He was told, that in this district 
there were £00 looms employed, by Indians; and 
at the table of the chief at which he was enter* 
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iaaned, there was every kind of vegetables and 
fruit common in the cities of America ; such 
as pease^ beans, cabbages, asparagus, melons, 
peaches, 8cc. At dinner, amongst other things, a 
quarter of roasted Iamb was served up; a thing 
hardly to have been expected at an Indian table. 

2d Month, lOth. This morning I visited S. B. 
af his office in the Trea^ry, of which he is the 
head clerk. From the Treasury I was kindly 
c&nducted by J. P. to his mother's, who was 
then resident with her son-in-law, J. M. the pre- 
sent Secretary of State to the United States. I 
spent a little time pleasantly with the Secretary, 
who was confined to his house, by a hurt he had 
received upon his knee ; and although pretty nmch 
a stranger in the family, I received a kind invita- 
tion to call at his house, ^^'henever business might 
lead me to Washington city. 

As I had never seen TThbmas Jefferson, ihd 
President of the United States, this hospitable 
family offered to introduce me to him, and the 
Secretary's brother-in-law accompanied me to the 
President's house, where I was received by him 
virith a shake by the hand, as though we had been 
>hl acquamtance; and immediately he entered into 
:onversation with as much freedom as if we had 
>eeQ long known to each other. After sitting a 
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sbort time in this friendly way, I infonned hm,. 
that as my object in calling i|pon him> deserved 
scarcely a better naiiie than curiosi^, I should be 
very sorry to detain him ; especially a3 'his time 
must i)e fully occupied with the important con- 
cerns of Goveniment; Congress being then sitting. 
After this, rising from my chair^ he came forward, 
and again taking me by the hand, bade me foifeweU. 
From his disregard to all useless forms and ceo^ 
monies, not excepting those of religion, his ene^ 
mies accuse him of being deficient both in religion 
And poUteness. But there are men^ that have 
seen a great deal of the world, who believe, on 
good grounds, that where true religion and true 
politeness most abound, there we see least of 
forms and ceremonies, and that true religion and 
.^rue politeness gener^y go hand in hand. 

Having received an invitation from one of Ae 
^Members of Congress, to attend their sitting, I 
this. day went to the Oipito) .and .heard their df 
bates. I ^so visited the Hull where the Senate 
was sitting; but as there \va5 nothing very interest* 
ing before them, I had not an opportunity of 
hearing .their principal orators. 

After visiting the Senate and House of Rc>pre* 
sentatives, I spent a «hort time in the Suprfcane 
Federal Court; where the Chief Justice w:as tlie^ 
fitting. Although a great part of the Capitoljl 
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difeady finished, in a convenient, and indeed, in a 
superb style, yet a great deal remains to be done 
Before the whole will be completed: 

After dining at Wasliington, I set out for Bafti- 
more; and arrived there the ^d of 12th Month, 
accompanied by E. W. and his wife, from their 
awn habitation, where I lodged last night. E. W. 
gave me an affecting account of a black slave, ^ 
residing near his house, who is a' pattern of inte- 
grity and industry. Such is the confidence re- 
posed in him by his master, that for many years 
past it has been his practice to send this slave to 
Baltimore, with his waggon laden with various 
kinds of produce, the sale of which he intrusts to 
this black mai]\; also jlie care of receiving and 
bringing home the money; by which means it fre- 
quently happens that large sums of money pass 
through his hands. This service he has performed 
fl^ mu,di to the satisfaction of his master, that he 
jicarc^ly ^ver ventures to employ any other persoa 
for tb^se purposes. 

This fitithful slave has a wife and a large family 
of children, who reside in a hut close by his mas^ 
ter's house. He is allowed a small portion of time- 
. weekly to do something for himself and family ; 
knd being frequently employed by the neighbour* 
to do little errands for them in Baltimore, he h^p, 

E 2 
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during many years of care, and frequently by bari 
labour when others were at rest, scraped together 
about 2001. He lately made an ofier of all this 
to his master for the freedom of his family; but 
the master absolutely refused to give him his liberty 
on any condition, alleging that he could not meet 
not meet witli another in wfaona he could so confide. 

The poor man had greatly flattered himself with 
hopes, that considering his time of life, being n<^ 
about 50 years old, a much smaller sum would faiTe 
procured his liberty; and it would indeed have pur- 
chased that of almost any odier sla^ye in tb^ neigh- 
bourhood. On finding his master- iaexprabl^ his 
disappointment ^nd distress were e^treinie,:japd^ in 
the anguish of bis heart, he d^eri^iined^jto leaie 
his wife and children, and take the firsft opportu- 
nity of quitting the country for ever. However 
he concluded first to call on E. W. who had 
always been his friend and adviser, to inform him 
of his resolution. E. W. sympathized with, him 
iu his aifiiction, but did not let that suffice ; for he 
went immediately to the master, and used every 
endeavour to prevail upon him to accept the 
money offered, and, to grant the man and bis 
family their freedom. In order to induce the mas- 
ter's compliance, E. W. represented to him the 
exceedingly ungenerous return he was making \o 
the poor man for his fidelity and industry ; as the 
only plea urged by this unfeeling master, for his 
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cruel conduct, was the uprightness and integrity 
[>f the Slave!! But, alas! avarice is deaif to all 
arguments except those of self-interest; it was 
therefore in vain that E. W. thus pleaded the 
cause of suffering virtue ; for the hardened task- 
master was inexorable to all his reasonuigs ; and 
the poor black man and his family remain in bon- 
dage, living witnesses to what a pitch of obduracy^ 
avarice and self-interest can harden the heart of 
man. As nothing that E. W. could say had any 
eflfecfupon the master; he thought it his duty to 
endeavour to reconcile the poor slave to his hard 
lot, and to persuade him not to leave his wife and 
£unily^ as it appeared his foU determination to 
have done. In this he was more successful ; for 
die poor man concluded to remain widi them, and 
eadeavour to bear his burden with patience. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Baltimore — Gunpowder Falls — Man/ Stroud — CkiTaing 
the Indians^^ Negro Boy Sado — Battle of Brandy-vm^ 
end events in the neighbourhoods-West grove-^ Another 
Kegro Boy'-^Merion'- Occurrences there ^ SfC^^General 
Moreau — A Negro Slave who had teen liherated'^Bu 
Franklin. 

2d Month, 13th, 1806. I attended Baltitoore 
monthly meeting, and afterwards dined at 3, M.% 
a friend who after many years soccessful applica- 
tion to business, had reth-ed from it, atid ^as em- 
ploying a part of his leisure hours, in promoting 
an extensive work for supplying the town with 
water, in which he has embarked considerable pro- 
perty conjointly with many 6thers. ' I took a wiilk 
with him to view the work as it was in progress, 
and, from what I could judge, it will be attended 
with very great expense; but no doubt it will prove 
highly beneficial to the inhabitants of Baltimore. 

Qd Month, Hth. This day I dined with G. M. 
an ancient friend, who filled the office of inspector 
of beef and pork, exported from the Port of Bal- 
timore. The United States not requiring any 
oaths from those appointed to offices under go- 
vernment, it frequently happeq^ that friends accept 
of them. 



2d Mwith, lUh. I wked 6. P. OM of ihe 
friends lately come, from Amsterdam to «ettle ia 
Baitimore. They had opened a shop here vihkh 
they bad fumi^ed with the manufactures of 
France and Germany; and^ for the short time diey 
had been in business^ had met with good encon- 
ragement. I was rather swprised to see that in 
some of the shops in this place^ as well lis in Pln- 
ladelphia, although nearly the whole stock coin 
sbted of the manufactures of other countries^ yet 
btit little of it was (com England, 

ft 

QdMpnthy l6ii. I attended Baltimore forenoon 
meeting, and in the afternoon attended by J. T. 
and G. M. left that city. In the evening we came 
to H. J.\ a minister who is Well respected in this 
neighbourhood. His house and plantation lie ne|r . 
the Gunpowder Falls, and not far from ithe meet* 
ing which bears that name. } wa$ told of a r^ 
markable preservation which the friends of -this 
meeting experienced during the reydkitionacy war 
in America. As our society generally had shewn 
an attachment to the government .of England, at 
the breaking. out of the revolution, and had, as a * 
body, adhered to their pciaceable principle in re« ' 
fusaig to take any active part in the struggle, there 
were many amongst the most violeint of the revok- 
ing colonists, who we're greatly exasperated against 
friends. However a few individuals in the society^ 
were not so careful as in common prudence ikej 
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ought to have been ; and several of diem were 
accordingly tried, convicted, and executed, as 
traitors to their country. The conduct of these 
imprudent individuals, increased the disgust of 
those violent partizans, and it sometimes happened 
that innocent friends were dragged from iiak 
meeting-houses to prison. At that period, a part 
0f the American army lay near the Gunpowder 
Falls meeting-house, which, however, did not pre- 
vent friends from holding their meetings for wor- 
ship. Amongst the troops of which this part of 
the army was composed^ there was.a Colonel of a 
regiment of dri^oons, whose resentment against 
friends was raised to such a pitch of mafice, Aat 
one day, when traversing the countiy, he came IX) 
the most extraordinary and cruel resolution of 
putting to tibe sword, the friends who were then 
collected at their place of worship; considering 
them as no better than a company of traiton. 
Drawing up his men near the spot, he ordered 
them to halt, in order to make arrangements for 
the execution of his dreadful purpose. At thb 
moment an awful silent pause took place, m 
which he felt his mind so powerfully smitten 
with conviction, that he not only drew off his 
. men, but conceived very favourable sentiments of 
the society ; and continuing to yield to his convic- 
tions, he afterwards joined in communion widi 
friends, and continued faithful to the principle of 
truth as professed by themt 
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SJ Month, ISth. This mormag ^e passed fay 
Notdngbam meetinghouse, in ihe fcieighbouiiiood 
fif M^hich Joha Churchman fermei'iy resided* 
About noon we came to S. C.'s to dinner, whefe 
we had the company of Mary StroUd> one of the 
fifteen children of Joseph Gilpin, mentioned by 
Thomas Chalkly in his Journal, page 313, Edk« 
1766. This friend was in very low circumstances 
at the time Thomas Chalkly first visited him, and 
his hahitaUon was a cave by the side of a moun- 
tain ; although many of his descendants, at this 
time, are people of opulence in America. The 
cave is now in the possession of one of them, at . 
whose house I was once hospitably entertainikl, 
ai|d who considers it as reflecting honour upo9a the 
{(unily, rather than as being any dispan^ement lo 
it Mary Slroud, altliough about iOO years oM^ 
^lill retained her faculties in an extraordinary 
laaniier, and her observations .weret often shrewd 
'^d pointed. - 

r ^ Month, l^th. I attended the qumterly mee!f* 
ing at liondon Grove, the <Josing sitting of whidi!, 
iwas one of- die largest 1 1 ever was at. W. J. waA 
JR. M. two valuable American mimsttrs, were 
here; the latter of whom appeared in an extraoi^ 
din^ inanner, and being a young tnan of aii 
WHmkle disposition, and plea^ng- delivery, he wIH, 
I trust, continue a useful dmamentin the churdi. 
Yet b<yw frequently do we see the AdfM bopto 
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and proipects clouded; soiiiedmes By the unwise 
atten^ona lind adulations of the admiring crowd. 
It 18 greatly to be lamented, that even those wBo 
in a» especial manner are |daced as guardians and 
overseers of the shepherds^ are not altogether clear 
p{ fanning that little spark of vanity, which tHe 

* 

grand enemy contrives, in one form or otheo t<v 
light in almost every hiunan breast; 



On coming out of the house after the breakitff 
up of the meeting, I was surprised at the great 
number of horses and carriages standing on tKe 
ground before the meeting-house. The space 
they occupied consisted of several acres ; and, froia 
the best judgment I was able to form, there were 
nearly 200 carriages of difiierent descriptioiOr 
mostly on springs, and more than double that 
number of horses, exclusive of those used in the 
carriages. The trifling expense at which horses 
and carriages are kept in the cauntry parts of Antf* 
rica, enables even those in slender circumstances 
to keep them, which certainly is a great privilege 
in warm climates. After this meeting! took my 
leave of several of my friends, never expecting to 
see them again on this side of the grave; 

I spent part of this afternoon widi J. P. an agree*^ 
fible friend, who had devoted some years to the in* 
fitruction of the Indians in letters and agricnlturfi 
8cc. and had be^ long amongst diem in their settle* 
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meats. He related a variety of Uttle anecdotes 
conceming these untutored sons of the forest, cha* 
racteristic of their habits.and manners, from which 
it^^ deemed, that the restraints and confinement of 
flMchanios and labourers in civilized life, are con- 
sidered .by tfiem as the greatest of humaa miseries^ 
a|^ tibat one nation should even wish to spread 
%ar manu&ctures amongst other nations, and thus 
Itoeome labourers to those for whom they have no 
Uswrledlge or i^ard^ wa§^ in their eyes, the height 
^.lyiman folly. 

' JAs the plan in which J. P. was engaged did 
•abt fnrofess to interfere with the religious concerns 
tif the Indians, they were not often a subject of 
•ODinrersation with ; yet ttie Indians would some- 
■Aiies observe, that they should have jio objec- 
iSba to attending Friends' meetings, if it were not 
im-long to sit doing nothing, without the privilege 
IB m pipe. Instance^^ however, have occurred, 
duKoi^t such untutored individuals, wherein they 
iikyre evinced conviction that the Great Spirit may 
Jbe'lmowo and worshipped in silence^ 

>Pn my arrival at S. P/s, I found his wife in a 
Ippor state of health; and although considerably 
jsdnced by sickness, yet her natural lively and 
•dlflcrful disposition seemed to rise superior to her 
bodily affliction. She made respectful mention of 
a number of European friends, who had visited 
hex habitation ; particularly M. R. and J. W. ; 
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the manners of die latter, and her dialect> in broad 
Irishi had entertained her very much. 

• While in this family^ I could not avoid noticing 
the innocence and simplicity, of a little Negro 
hpYf named Sado ; and on my making some in- 
quiry, Martha Painter gave an acccount to the 
following eflfect: — Importing Negro slaves firom 
the coast of Africa^ is contraiy to the laws of tlie 
United States, notwithstanding some of tbe 
Southern States allow the keeping of slaves, and 
it sometimes happens that an American ship, is 
detected transgressing the law^ in which case both 
ship and cargo are confiscated. Not long since, 
two American ships with cai^goes of slaves were 
seized by a frigate belonging to the United States, 
and brought to the Port of Philadelphia, where 
they were both condemned; but the poor black 
people on board were put under the care of the 
Society instituted for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and were all provided with places as ser- 
vants or apprentices. Amongst the latter vfzs 
little Sado, who was put out to S. P. Although 
he was treated with the greatest tenderness, yet he 
was often seen weeping at the recollection of his 
near connexions. He said, that himself and sister 
were on a visit at a relation's, and that, after the 
family had retired to rest, they were suddenly 
alarmed, in the dead of the night, by a company 
of Man-stealers breaking into their habitation. 
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were all carried off towards the sea, where 
irrived at the end of three days, and were 
led until the vessel sailed. Sado's sister was 
d in a situation near S. P.% which afforded 
frequent opportunities of seeing each other, 
long after this Negro boy had been brought 
$• P.'fl family^ he was taken ill of a bad fever; 
Tor a time, there appeared but little hopes of 
covery, aldiough the best medical help was 
ledy and every kindness and attention was 
1 to him. While he laid in diis state, M. P. 
'ed of him, if there was any thing be wished 
ve, or if diere was any thing she could do 
im ; as they desired to do every thing in their 
r to relieve him. In reply, he expressed hid 
fulness for their good intentions, but said^ 
ere was nothing they could do that would 
Imn ; yet if he Mras at home with his mother, 
ould soon make him well ; adding that *' thero 
I plant grew in his country, the leaves of 
I $he gathered, and pouring hot water upon 
. covered his body all over with them, and it 
« soon made him well/' Martha desired him 
icribe the 't>lant, and they would endeavour to 
re it* He replied, ^' It was not to be had iu 
•oontry, for he had often looked for it in 



*t 



ere bebg now scarcely any prospect of his 
ary, bis mistress was desirous of admiuister* 

s 
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ing some religious consolation^ and observed to 
him, as he had always been a very good boy, she 
Lad no doubt that if (ke died at this time, his 
spirit would be admitted into a place of everlast- 
ing rest and peace. On hearing this^ he quickly 
jeplied, "I know that if I die I shall be happy; 
for as soon as my body is dead, my spirit will % 
-away.^to my father and mother, and sisters and 
brotliers, in Africa." The boy recovered. His 
<good conduct had gained him the favour and re- 
spect of the whole family, iiind I have no doubt 
that the care bestowed tupon his education, will, 
in due time, afford him 'a brighter prospect of a 
future state^ than that of setuming to Africa. 

I have sometimes turned my attention to the 
orderly conduct, and pleasing dispositions of some 
of tliese Black children, whom I -have seen in 
friends families. On considering that they have 
been violently torn from their near relatives and 
iiiends, .and exposed <to all die horrors and sick- 
ness of .transportation in a slave ship; I have 
compared'lhem with the kidnappers, and with the 
owners captains, and crews of slave ships, who 
assume the name of Christians^ and, with the 
greatest self-complacency, make pretensions to 
being governed by the precepts and example of 
Christ ; whilst ihey give the appellation of Hea- 
thens and Infidels to these poor unoffending Negro 
children; as a cover to their cruelty. In such a 
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!t)litemplatIon and comparison, the mind is over- 
whelmed with sorrow, at the idea of the atrocity 
nd darkness id which haman nature may be iu- 
olved, by the unbounded thirst of gold, 

Q.d Month, QOth. I' left S. P.'s hospitable' roof 
Ccompanied by his brother-in-law J;.T. Tlie 
iround I travelled over this day was the scene of 
duch bloodshed during the revolutionary war ; it 
ieing that part of the country where the bat- 
le of Brandywine was fought* My companion 
vas present at die timte, with several other 
Sends, who were led forth by the dictates of hxt-- 
ianity, in order to lend some assistance to the 
►oor wounded and dying soldiers, that lay scat- 
ered over tlie fields, through an extent of several 
riiles. On this occasion frienA meeting-house of 
Birmingham was converted into an hospital, in 
i^hich many of the poor mangled creatures breathed 
beir last, and where many more suffered tlfe afiii- 
mutation of their limbs, with many other pain- 
111 operations concomitant with the carnage of 
rstr. Amongst those who ended their earthly 
oiirse in this meeting-house, were several officers, 
Ao were buried in friends burying ground. One 
>f^ them, a near connexion of the Duke of North- 
imberland, was a young man of the name of 
i^ercy, whose amiable and exemplary conduct ' 
mder his severe sufferings, had 'procured him tha 

• s a 
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particular regard and esteem of tlie friends about 
him. llie shocking situation of some they found 
in the fields^ would not bear description; in others 
who lay lifeless on the ground, it was some time 
before any wound could be discovered, a single 
bullet having passed through some vital part; 
others had the fleshy part of a leg or a thigh toni 
to pieces by larger balls, and had sunk imder the 
loss of bloods 

These scenes of horror were followed by others 
if possible, still more revolting to human nature. 
Those who have travelled much in America must 
have observed tlie deep channels that are in many 
places worn in the declivities of their fields, owing 
to the great depth of soil and the heavy showers 
to which they are subject in that country. It so 
happened that the dead bodies of many of those who 
were slain in this battle, were interred in these chan- 
nels, and remained so for some time undisturbed; 
but, afterwards, some heavy rains falling, the earth 
was washed away, and many of the dead bodies 
were again exposed to view in a putrid state. 

After spending an hour or two at West Chester 
we came to S. J.'s, where we dined and spent the 
rest of the day. At this friends house, Genend 
L^Agneau made his head-quarters for some time 
before the battle of Germantown, where he lost 
his life. That part of the English army under his 
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command was encamped in S. J/s, fields and 
orchard^ round about the house^ • 

Qd Month, Qlst. This morning I came to J. K/s- 
habitation and spent a few hours with him in con- 
versation respecting my friends in England^ he 
having lately returned from a visit to that nation. 

^d Mont?!^ ?2i/. I slept last night at W. T.'s, 
and this day went over J. T/s estate, where I vi- 
sited the old family mansion, which was erected 
on the first settlement of this country. In many 
parts of America, and particularly in this neigh- 
bourhoodj^ it is the practice of many farmers to 
reserve about 16 or 20 acres of land for hay, 
which they continue to mow from one generation 
to another, many of them laying on but littleior 
no manure ; but taking the advantage of situation) , 
where the land may easily be irrigated, or. oven^ 
spread, with water from time to time; By this' 
means they obtain heavy crops- of grass without 
the aid of manure, and thus supply themselves 
with winter . foddcf ;&t an. easy expense. On in- 
quiry, of W. T. and P. P. two very respectable 
farn^ers and land-owners, they informed me that, 
upon an average, they got about 2^ tons per acre 
each year, upon this plan. The laud usually 
chosen for this purpose is not a dead flat or. 
marshy land^ but commonly the two side^ of a 

s Q, 
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narrow valley of easy ascent on each hand, having 
a small stream running through the bottom. When 
the land is to be watered^ the stream at the upper 
end of the valley is diverted from its natural bed, 
and is conducted in narrow channels along each 
side of the valley, on as high ground as the head 
of the stream vnll admit; and^i by placing obstruc- 
tions to the current of the streams, in difierent 
parts of the artificial chaanelsy the water continues 
to trickle down the sides of the valley, so as plen- 
tifully and regularly to water the roots of die 
grass, but not in such quantities as to cover the 
herbage* 

In the course of the day we }>aid A. 6. a visrt^ 
and in the evening came to A. H/s, anodier 
brother-in-law to J. T. Here I met wiA one of 
the oldest copies of die Englidi Bible I had ever 
seen ; it was translated by Coverley, at a period 
when the sacred volume was not divided into chap- 
ters and verses, and both the language and the 
type bore evident naarks of great antiquity. The 
word shoes I noticed was always felled shoon, 
and righteousness was always spelled rightwiseness, 
and in many other respects the language was so 
very different from what it b at diis day, as scarcely, 
in many places, to be like the same tongue. 

During part of the revolutionary contest, this 
friend's house was the head-quarters of General 
Stirling; and; sometimes; consultations were held 
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re, by the American General OfScers, at which 
eneral Washington attended. While the armies 
f in this neighbourhood^ the farmers suffered 
irerely in their property; one instance of which 
18 friend mentioned to me, as descriptive of the 
uation of thii^s amongst them:— A near neigh- 
ur, who had a considerable stock of cheese on 
ml, which it was found needful to. hide to pre- 
Qt bemg plundered of it, was in hopes an op« 
rtunity might occur when it might be sold at » 
T price, and to a regular customer; but it so 
ppened, that some officera who were encamped 
the vicinity, had got some informati<Hi respecting 
is^ stock of cheese. One of them sent a servant 
the mistress of the house, who stated, that his 
aster was extremely anxious to taste one of her 
eeses, having been told that she made a better 
tide than any of her neighbours, and that not 
ving tasted any of a long time that was fit to 
ty'he would freely give her a guinea for a small 
te. However the servant watf not able to ascer* 
in the fact, and of course returned without 
complishing his errand. Upon this the <^cer 
mt himselif to the house, and, after a deal ct 
rsuasion, prevailed upon die mistress to furnish 
n with two or three, for which he very freely 
ve her a guinea each. 

He had watched the mistress so closely, that he 
»covef ed where the stock of cheese was laid up, 
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M^ithout appearing to have observed whence slie 
brought thexheeses for him. After'many expres- 
sions of thankfulness, that he had been supplied 
with such an excellent article, he returned to Ae 
camp ; but the result was, that, next day, a party of 
armed soldiers came to the house, and, after forci- 
bly taking die money which the officer had paid the 
day before, they went to the room where the 
cheese was kept, and carried the whole off, widi^ 
«out paying any thing for it. Suck is the moralit]^ 
of war! 

9d Month, ^Sd* We rode to W. Jvs housef 
at West GroTe, to breakfast ; and after attending, 
their meeting, spent the aftembon at his.house, iti 
pleasant conversation with himself and his ^fe,. 
who is an agreeable cheerful woman. W. J. gave 
me a little hiistory of the ennigfation of hi9>£EuniIyk 
into this country, from Leland:— -Being in^ veiy 
low circumstances, they were glad to put «p with- 
what was then considered the worst lot ^ land in 
that part; ai¥l on their first coming here they were 
visited by a friend who was already settled, and 
had got his house built, and his land in a state of 
cultivation. This friend being touched with com^ 
passiooj went home and told his own family how 
deeply he felt for the' poor Irish family, who, he 
feared, would never be able to get bread to sup- 
port themselves, 'the land was so very indifferent ; 
and taking out a bushel of malt; jsent it to them to 
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make a little beer to support their spirits under, 
their discouragbg prospect. Such is the altera- 
tion that has taken place^that^ at this time^ the hmd 
^hich was then thought insufficient for the support 
of one family, is now divided into several planta- 
tions or farms, each of which is considered as 
aoiply sufficient for the supiH)rt of a family in 
ease, and even in affluence. One of these plan-^ 
tations is that now belonging to W. J. and on 
which he resides. 

This night I lodged at P. P.'s. Here also I 
met with a smart little Negro boy, who had been 
stolen from his parents in Africa, and was placed 
in this family by the Abolition Society. He had 
the character of being a boy of a bright capacity ; 
and although not very communicative to hi» 
master and mistress, he was open and free with 
the children of the family, and would often, by 
the fireside in the winter evenings, recite to them 
the mournful story of his being made captive; with 
many shockii^ circumstances that attended his 
tnmsportation in the slave ship ; from which he 
was liberated by an American ship of war. 

After breakfast I set out for Merion, in com- 
pany with I. J. and in my way passed by the front 
of Westown school. This school is managed upon 
a plan, somewhat similar to that iat Ackworth, but 
with this difference, that the children of friends in 
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affluent circumstances ar& not excludecT. The 
number of scholars in the house is generally 
about 200, including boys and girls. 

In the evening I came to Merion where I found 
letters from my family and friends^ as late as the 
f27th of 12th; Month which contained the pleasing, 
account of their being all well. 

Sd Month, Q,d. Being the first of die week F 
attended meeting in the forenoon, and spent the 
evening at H. B/s, where I had the company of 
his father and mother, and R. J.; the latter being' 
far advanced in years, of an active lively disposi^- 
tion, and having a retentive memory,, would fre- 
quently favour me with little anecdotes of ithe first 
settlers in this neighbourhood, which he had re- 
ceived from the parties themselves, in the early 
part of his life. Amongst the rest he related » 
little story which he had heard from an ancient 
friend at whose house he had lodgedj of the name 
of Rebecca Wood. When a little girl she used 
sometimes to walk from Derby, where she resided, 
to Haverford meeting, the distance of a few miles» 
One day as she was walking along, she was over- 
taken by a friend on horseback, who proved to be 
William Penn. On coming up with her he in- 
quired where she was going ; and on her inform^* 
ing him, he, with his usual good nature, dedred 
her to get up behind him ; and; bringing his horse 
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a convenient place^ she mounted, and so rode 

1 way upon the ba]>e back. Being without shoes 
>r stockings, her bare legs and feet hiing dangling 
)y the side of the governor's horse. Although 
^illiam Penn was at this time both, governor 
tnd proprietor, he did not think it beneath him 
hus.to help along a poor bare footed girl on her 
vay to meeting ; and notwithstanding the maxims 
md customs of the world, these little kind offices 
;o those in low stations in life, were so far from 
owering him in the estimation of those he waa 
ippointed to govern, that there perhaps never^waa 
I governor, who stood higher in the opinion of 
those governed Jby him, &aa William P^nn did. 

In repeating this anecdote^ the old friend ge- 
aerally concluded her story with the observation, 
Ihat, ^' there were no such governors now-ardays." 

Sd Month, 5th, I luid the company of O. and 
7. J. &e latter of whom related to me a tran- 
saction of his, when 1)ut about 14 years of age, 
which manifested a considerable degree of firm- 
ness in one so young* At the time of the revolu- 
tion, a B^ghlbour was condemned to death for his 
attachment to Uie English government. Under 
these melancholy circijim^tances, the near connex- 
ions of the sufferer, were anxious that the body of 
their unhappy relative, should be decently interred 
in the family burning ground at Merion ^ but cour 
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sidermg to what a pitch of indignation die minds 
of die people were raised against hinii it appeared 
to be a very hazardous task to take die body from the 
place of execution, surrounded by the great crowd 
of spectators who were there assembled, to be 
witnesses of the last struggles of their devoted 
countryman. However, J.J. although but a boy, 
undertook the task, and proceeding dirough the 
multitude, without any attendant, went up to Ae 
executioner, and demanding the body, broughtit 
off in a hearse, himself being the driver; and con- 
ducted it safely to the relatives of the deceased. 
Hb youth and the singularity of the circumstance, 
seemed to command the respect of the multitude. 

Sd Month, ith. I came from Philadelphia te 
Merion. The sun now having considerable power, 
I was struck with the ioud chirping noise, diat 
issued from every little pond or pool of water, as 
I passed along, which, I ws(s informed, proceeded 
from a species of lizard that inhabits those places, 
and is commonly the first of die animal creation 
to usher in the spring. The chirping of these 
lizards in the spring, and of the tree-frog in sum- 
mer, form no inconsiderable part of die rural 
sounds we are accustomed to hear in America ; 
to which might be added the notes of various odier 

kinds of frogs; particularly of die deep toned boll 
frog, which in a still summer's evening, when die 
wind has been favourable. I have sometimes heard 
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at the distance of more than a mile. Although 
these sounds are strange to an English ear^ yet 
there is something in diem \vhich is far from be* 
i^ unpleasant. 

'3d Month, iSth. In the forenoon I attended 
Merion meeting, and^pent the afternoon at R. J.'s^ 
who entertained me with an account of the .man- 
ner in which Phineas Pemberton and. his wife, 
ikst became acquainted with each iDther ; and they 
being the first of that family who came to America, 
the story was interesting:— Phineas, when a boy, 
was an apprentice to a grocer in Manchester, and 
I believe the house in which lie lived is still stand- 
ing, as J. P. one of his descendants, on his late visit 
to Ei^Iand, had the curiosity to take a look at it, 
when in .that ne^hbourhood. It happened, on a 
market-day, that whilst Phineas was serving the 
customers, thd)re caine in a country friend and his 
daughter, of the name of Hamson, to purchase 
groceries for the family; and as they waited to be 
served, the daughter, who was but a little girl, 
employed herself in eating cherries out of a small 
basket she had brought with her. As soon as 
I^hineas was at liberty, he furnished the friend and 
his daughter with the groceries they wanted; and 
the little girl havisg 3ome of her chemes to 
spare, gave them to Phineas. Pleased with her 
generosity, he insisted upon her taking a paper of 
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raisins in return* From this triflingr circiiiiistttlcev; 
an attachment originated which ended but with 
their lives. They were united in lminii^« when 
of a suitable age; soon after which they^eniigrated 
to America, and afterwards became the heads of 
one of the most respeCtaU^ fahiStes in* FUilsid^l- 
pbia. The young woman's &tber ak^ went ovef 
to America with t&em. 

In recurring to the little story of Pfaiaeas Pen^* 
berton, we have an example of the instability of 
things in this changing, scene.' It is but a very^ 
few years past that several branches of this famSy^ 
seemed to stand foremosrt in j^ank b6th in the sch 
ciety, and in the American world in getiierkl ; anA 
there was every probability that the name and^ 
family might continue numerous and-MSsipiictlibli^ 
for many generations. But, if I recollect Tight, Ht^ 
&e time I am writing, James Piftmbcafton; whoii 
now about 84 years of age, is the only remainingi 
branch of the famUy who beMrs the name; Mid if 
he should be the last, it may be fktdy 8aid> . thut th& 
nm of the familyhas gone down in iMrighlsess^*^ > 

Sd Month, 9.5th: I cstme to I9dai«Iphia> ^^M 
I supped and spent the evening at John !^lkytt^s, 
fsn ancient valuable frxend^ a native of Xjincest^i 
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He left Englaad in early life, along with his pa- 

tents, who, having imbibed favourable sentiments 

ef Ameriea, had bidden a final farewell to theit 

* native land. In the- recollection of this friend, I 

hsLve ofi^n thpught that the general tenor of hi» 

Uf^ and eonversation, possessed a^ much of what 

■ I should call sterling cliristianity, as I have ever 

' ebserved in any other man. In him were seen the 

ttmocehce and simplicity of a cMcf, although he 

'''was a man of considerable Kterary attainments and 

'»piitatioB in the world. Through life h^ had 

'tween an active and able advocate of the enslaved 

Africans; andy llK>ugh not backward in giving a 

^ceatM6i>t «n ihd passufig palj^ic transactions of the 

f^ty, he was far from being a bu^y-body in matters 

-ojT this kind; and such was ^ religious subjection 

into whi^ih his mind was brought, that, in lamenting 

0r Approving 4be measures of those in autliority, 

it was dpne with a meekness and calmness, which 

/evinced that he was biasded by no narrow, party 

spiiit in ihe observation!; ke made ; but that they 

were the effusions of a heart " which felt and 

cared fer^h^ Being an industrious man, and sue* 

cessful in busmess, he had the means,' as well as 

•fte inclination, of serving his friends and strangers. 

•Frequent opportunities of the latter offered m this 

city, where emigrants from almost every nation 

in Europe; are often arriving. 
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Sd Month, Q6tk, I was accompanied by Jolm 
Parish to A. W.'s, at whose house we supped and 
spent the evening. A. W. 3ome years since, ac- 
companied J. p. on a religious visit to friends at 

Pyrmont, and was with him in that place when be 
departed this life, in^ the assurance of a happy 
eternity* On A. W/s return, he had to pais 
through a part of the country occupied by the 
allied army, then engaged in its operations again$t 
France. He was seized and taken befoFe the 
commanding officer, who took gieat offence at his 
plain language, and not taking off his hat; and, 
after a good deal of abusive language, struck him 
to the ground. Afterwards, when A. W. had time 
given him to explain who and what he was, the 
General appeared extremely ashamed of his coh- 
duct, and extorted a promise from him, that he 
would not expose him on account of this cnwl 
and unworthy behaviour towards a peaceable 
stranger. For this rea^n, in repeating the story, 
he always avoided giving the name of the General. 

After passing the limits of the German iinei, 
lie soon came within those of the French army, 
commanded by General Moreau, ^and was taken 
before him by some of the soldiers on the out- 

^ posts; but here he was treated with great kind- 
ness, and a passport was given him,, which enabled 

. him to pursue his journey without farther molesta- 
tion. About the time that I am writing; General 
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Moreau being exiled to America by the French 
Enyperor, A. W. has had an opportunity of ac- 
knowledging^ and of returning his kindness. The 
General has taken up his residence about 20 miles 
from Philadelphia^ having his wife and 'family 
mrith him. Several friends paid a good deal of 
attention to them, on account of his humane and 
generous conduct. Thu5 this Ktde act of genero- 
sity to an unprotected stranger, proved the cause of 
many kind attentions to himself and family, when 
Ae scene was changed, and when he, from being a 
victorious General, commanding a powerful army> 
was become an exile in a foreign land. This little' 
history affords a useful lesson to men in power^ 

SdMonthf ^7ti, wasemployed in writing, tomy 
lunily and friends in England ; and,, with my let« 
lers, I forwarded a number of John Parish V 
pamphlets on the Slav« Trade, at the author's 
request.. 

Sd MoiUJij QQth' I supped and spent the even- 
Hig at R. B.'s> at Merion, and observed in his 
yard a Negro of an interesting countenance. On 
iiKjuiring who he wa^, H» B. iafpnixed me, that a 
few days ^o the poor man cam^ up from Dela- 
ware State, and, at the recommendation of his 

4 

brother, H. B. had takep hiip into his family for 
protection. At the same time he related to me 
the following narrative i — Some time since th^ 
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master of this black slave died, leaving behuid lusn 
a widowy and one son, a profligate young maB. 
As the mastef lay on his death-bed, he called 
this faithful slave to him, and taking him by the 
hand, told him that he felt his end was fast ap- 
proaching, and that his mistress would have little 
to depend upon for her support, except what she 
might be able to make of his labour; and there- 
fore he begged tliat he would continue to be faidi- 
fiil to her, after the master should be laid in the 
silent grave. In a very i^ort time the master 
died, ^d the slave continued his services to his 
mistress,, and much to. her satisfaction; enabling 
her, for several years, to live comfortably, and als9 
to administer to the wants of her profligate son; 
so that, under a grateful sense of his worth, she 
determined to make this black man free, and als9 
' his family, consisting of a wife and three children*. 
A writing was accordingly drawn up, and duly 
executed, whereby they were all liberated ;. and the 
happiness of this family, under these circumstances^ 
may be more easily conceived than desctibed^ 

Their industry and sobriety, manifested whilst 
in bondage, now had its full efiect; and all went 
on happily and comfortably, until the profli- 
gate son, before mentioned, who had by idleness 
and drunkenness reduced himself to extreme ne- 
cessity, conceived the cruel plan of invalidating 
the indenture which bis mother had executed; to 
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ftve ffais worthy Negro family tihedr liberty ; and 
. actually sold the father^ laother, and the three 
children^ to a con]4)any &{ Georgia slave dealers, 
\vho were then in the neighbourhood. They being 
conscious that the young man had no right thus 
to sell the family, had determuied to take them 
away in the dead of the night, to preclude the pos- 
sibility of applying to any magistrate for pro- 
tection. However,, the Negjco had got some 
intimation Of what was going forward, and, in 
consequence, kept loaded fire arms in his hous^, 
being determined to. shoot any person who should 
attempt to break into his habitation. These pre- 
cautions being known to the slave dealers, they, 
for some time, did not venture to molest him.4 
but he and his wife being soon wearied with liv- 
ing ia this state of anxious suspence, consulted a 
fellow Negro, in whom they placed confidence, as 
to their best method of proceeding;, and it was 
concluded that the whole family should leave that 
part of the countiy, and settle in Pennsylvania, as 
soon as possible ; where they would be out of the 
reach of the slave dealers. 

No sooner was this determination come to, than 
their perfidious friend, for the sake of a trifling 
reward, went to the Georgia slave traders, to betray 
the whole family into their hands ; and, in the mid- 
dle of the night, they were seized, bound, and forci- 
bly taken from their comfortable habitation, in order 
to be put on board a small sloop which lay in tht 
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livser, near at band. On comiHg near the nytr, tie 
poor black mao^ who had been placed od horse* 
back, behind one of 'these Georgia Inen, suddenly 
broke loose, and leaping from tke.borse, plunged 
beadloog inlo die river, which he quickly swan^ 
across, and, getting into the woods, escaped froRn 
his inhuman pursuers^ On diis- occasion, the agi- 
tation of Ae poor- infe and children was beyond^ 
expression ; and to silencathe diridcs and cries of 
•this miserable family, these mipriacipled men best 
tfiem unmerciftidfy^ and the last which the poor 
Negro man saw of this scene, as he fled into Ae 
woods, was their beating his wife upon the head,, 
in the most brutal manner. To a person who has^ 
Tiot been an eye-witness to sudh scenes; it may ap^ 
pear incredible that transactions of so attrocious- 
nature, could occur under a form of govemmentr 
like'that of the United States;, but the slavery of 
the Negroes having long since beeU' introduced; 
the evil consequences resulting from it ha^e not 
yet been rooted out of the Southern States; wherr 
a warm climate seems to have enervated both the 
.bodies and the minds of the white inhabitants. It 
is, however, to the credit of the people of Penosyl- 
vanis^ ^nd the State«» to the.ea^atw^rd ^Eiiid.nQrth* 
ward of tbeip, that almpst ,Qveiy thipg in their 
.power haa been done, to iiiduce their 9o«iheru 
neighbours to relinquish ^e i»faiaoM9> and de* 
basing system of ipcrsQpal sUvery; and there, caor 
he scaroely a dqubt, .if .they peisev^re in their 
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honourable endeavoMrs> that tbey ^1^ in the end^ 
he crowned with success. 

X 

\ 

In conversation this evening with Samuel BryaiUt, 
,a son of the Judge of that name, he mentioned 
iOiat Doctor Franklin was an intimate friend of his 
father's, and that in consequence there was a fre-^ 
ifuenl intercourse between the two families. 
.Amongst a number of anecdotes relating to die 
Doctor, he recited one, respecting his religious 
opinions, which appeared to me worth preservingt 
It is as follows:— At the time the Doctor lay 
upon his deathrbed, he was visited by a young man 
who had a great . respect for his judgment in aU 
things ; and having entertained doubts in his own 
mind, as to the trudi of the scriptures, he thought 
that this awful period^ aiForded a suitable oppor-^ 
Cubity of consulting the Doctor on this important 
subject* Accordingly he introduced it in a solemn 
.weighty manner, inquirii)^ of the Doctor what 
.were his sentiments as to the truth of the scrips 
tures. On the question being put^ although he wad 
in a very weak state and near his close, he replied^ 
*' Young man! my advice to you is, that jou culti- 
vate an acquaintance with, and a firm belief in the 
Holy Scriptures; this is your certain interest..*' 
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CHAPTER XIIl- 



IFoodside.^'Jccaunt rf Captain H.-^A SubsiituHe fwr 
Saap*'^ Yearly Meeiin^ air PhUadeipkia, ^^Merioi^ 

sacrt vf the Omuhga 



•Om J/s country bouse, ia the iPickMly «f Hhncm^ 
It i»tL lai^ iMMMbome Imildiog; beaii^fiilly «Hh 
.tfedy wDkd commanAog a - fim prospect of -the 
-J>elttwai:e for maoy imlea below Riilafclel^^hia. 
/The £uriii is. madtr 4« direeli<^ of a free N«gi9;^ 
And apt>ears to 1)o -weil matii^ad. 

6^/i of Ath Month. I attended Merion mcetiagy 

and spent the n^moon at Wood^e. "^is is a 

l>eaatiful spot^ commanding a fine view of Pbila- 

^phia and of the country rouad ik, allhoa^ 

about ^ or 5 miles distant from that city. This 

^aa formerly the re^ence of Governor Miffia.^ 

Jt has si|iee been much improved and beaut^edi 

#t considerable expense by the- present proprieter 

•O. A. Yet one of the greatest ornaments about 

the houso; is his wordiy father4a4awy John Pansh. 

lliough far advaneed ia life, and grown eld in his 

services to the Negioes and Indians, whose steady 

advocate he has been, a long, series- of years, yet his 

conversation is still as lively' and interesting as that 

of any young person. In the course of die after- 



received from botk Blacks and Indknu ; sottie o J 
vbieb were highly inteiiefting* 

lOM of 4th Month. Amongst those of my ac- 
^panltanoe ' in VlalkiMiptisL, irt 'whose faonsfet' I 
'have beeSf gonerOaa^y^efDleirtained^ was-Ca]»lauft H< 

-wilioia I <had seen at Liverpool. I nenlkm hjia 

fnne in lim place, to intretduce an account of m 

jiemarkaUe preservatien^A^iGli be experienced nol 

loMlg ago^ attended *wkb sonie circamstaoces ge-» 

n&pMy known in I^iladeif^ia:—- He hixl-been foa 

.some tinie -coknunander ^f a ship in the East India 

trtiAef and had acquitted himself so mUcb to the 

satisfaction of lus -employers, that he was engaged 

$o fg& oat again in that trade, as commfander ^f this 

Hindostan, in which vd^ large property Ivas etii« 

. barked. The whole management of the outiit 

bad been committed to his care, and every thing 

being made ready for the voyage, the- vessel was 

on the point of sailing. At this period he found 

bii^ Buad so oppressed at the prospect of the 

voyi^, that he fek himself under the- necessity of 

lieqliesttng. the owners of the ship, to liberate him 

from his engagement of taking thecfmmiand; but 

could assign no other reason than the oppression 

on Hi mind at the prospect of the vOyagis before 

him; observing, that he had no apprehension th6 

$ihip would toot prosecute her voyage in safety. 

He farther stated, that as far as concerned himseli^ 
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he could not feel ^satisfied to take the commaod of 
her; but considering his engagements,, he was de* 
termined to fulfil them as far as lay in his power, 
if it was insisted upon. 

The owners, at first, seemed disposed to enforce 
his compliance ; yet, after a little time of reflectiooi 
they gave up the -point, there being several well* 
qualified Captains ready to supply his place. The 
command of. an Indiaman is a situation eagerly 
sought after, being considered the most profitable 
of any in the commercial line, as it « affords many 
opportunities of making larger pvofits than any 
other trade. Another Captain was accordingly 
appointed in the place of Captain H. and theHin- 
dostan left Philadelphia, in appearance as fine a 
ship as had of late sailed from that -port ; but she 
was never heard of after she left the Delaware. 

Thus was Captain H. preserved to his family 
and friends, by duly attending to those urgent, 
though incomprehensible impressions upon his 
mind. Some years afterwards he brought over 
M. R. to England, on her return firom her last 
visit to America. 

4th Month f I4th, I went to Philadelphia, whence 
I transmitted some letters to my friends in Eng- 
land by way of New-York ; and, in the aftemooni 
in company with R. E. we rode over to J. H.'s, anil 
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supped and speat the eveniqg at his house on iiie 
banks of the Schuylkil ; where he has a productive 
farm, which appears to be well managed. Th^ 
road up to the house was planted on each side' 
with English quicksets^ which appeared to thrive 
better than any I had seen in this country. I un* 
derstand that the winters here are generally too 
sharp for theni, so that they rarely answer as a £ence« 
However, the native American thorn makes a good 
iiedge ; and, in some parts of the Delaware State, 
I have seen it used to considerable advantage. It 
is a much greater ornament to.a plantation, than 
either the common worm fence, or that of the post|^ 
and rails which generally prevails throughout the 
Unitied States* The farmers object to hedges i^ 
general, alleging that they harbour birds and ver- 
min of different kinds, which injure the crops. 

4th Month, 15/A, iGth, and 17 th, were spent at 
Merion and in its neighbourhood. In the^economy 
of a family in this countiy, I frequently observed 
a practice well worthy of imitation, where soap is 
an expensive article. In many families it is the 
custom to preserve the bones that are collected in 
the kitchen after a meal., When a stificient quan-^ 
iity is obtained, they are put into a pan provided 
for the purpose, and some lie, made A'om wood 
ashes, is poured upon them. The pan being plac;e4 
near the fire, if the lie is of sufficient strength t« 

u 
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float an egg, it soon extracts ^11 the fat; and dis- 
-solves the gristiy parts in the course of a day or two* 
TTie bones are then taken out, and the liquor is 
left near the fire, and kept to a gentle boiling heat, 
hr near it, another day or two; or Hntil the liquor 
lias attained a ropy consistence. It will then 
ansN^'fer all the jMirposes of soap ; and, if a proper 
<}uanftity of common salt be added, it hardens and 
becoiAes real soap. Many families in America 
never use iany other kind« 

Alh Mqnthj Q^XsU I came to Philadelphia, ^ 
attended the first sitting of the yearly meeting, 
which began at ten o^ilock this morning. The 
number of friends attending ' was great; but it 
•would be difficult to fwm a correct estimate of the 
whole ; yet I suppose there Were not less than two 
thousand men friends present One of the door- 
Iceepierfi at Archnstreet iheeting-house, where the 
women friends assembled te transact their busi- 
ness, had the curiosity to count them as they came 
out; and found that upwards of nineteen hundred 
feniales had been assembled there. After open- 
ing the meeting, friends proceeded to answer the 
JQJueri^s, and AVent through seven of them. It 
was jpleasscnt to observe that a large propc^tion of 
those Who attended were young pe/sons; lo whom 
ihany instructive observations were made. Aftcf 
^ agreeable sitting of about two hours, the meet- 
ing adjourned until the afternoon. Between meet- 
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hags I dined and spent an hour or two very plear 
santly at John Elliot's, where I had the company 
of many friends from different parts of the Coor 
tinent of America. 

In the afternoon I attended the second sitting 
«f the yearly meeting ; when tlie answers to die 
lemaining queries were read; and several reports 
respecting the establishment of schools^ and die 
mstruction of the native Indians^ Were brought 'm 
and taken into considerdtiou* 

4th Month, 9M^ At nine o'clock I attended* 
die third sitting of the yearly meeting. After &p-* 
pointing a committee to hear and judge of an 
appeal, the general epistle from the yearly meeting 
ID London was read ; and six thousand copies of 
it^ were ordered to> be printed and disti'ibtited 
through the iuf^riorjneetings. Episdes from the 
different yearly meetings on this continent were 
also read* 

After meeting I dined at David Bacon'sj^ in 
company with H. J. a friend who bad devoted 
some years to the instruction of the Indians, in the 
useful arts of civilized life^ during whicb*time he 
dwelt amongst them on the banks of the Allegany 
river. - From the conversation I had with this 
fi-ieud; as well as with others who bad givep ujp 

u a 
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much of their time to t|ie same purpose^ it ^ill 
probably be a work of time, requiring a long 
exercise of patience and perseverance, before the 
Indians can be brought into a state of completie 
civilization. It has often appeared to me that 
there is a natural wildhess and quickness in them,. 
\vhich all the pains or labour of the weli*dispose<) 
iivhite inhabitants^ will find it difficult to subdue. 
However, there are different degrees of stability 
and prudential care amongst these people, in theik 
natural state ; many amongst them paying some 
attention to agricultural pursuits, and, in summer,, 
providing for the wants of winter; whilst others 
disclaim aU thought or care for the future; and 
hold in contempt alt their neighbours^ who depend 
on any other means for support than hunting. 
Although friends reside amongst them, they are 
still, at certain times, in the practice of sacrificing 
to idols of their own carving/ some of which were 
in the form of an Indian warrior of a gigantic 
stature ; to whom they sacrificed dogs, &c. 
Notwithstanding this, they hold a tradition that 
the universe was created", and is supported; by an 
all-powerful Beings whom they call the Great 
Spirit; whose influence is felt in every human 
l^reast, approving for good, and reproving for evil, 

d^d of 4th Month. At three o'clock in- the afteN 

* noon of this day we mctt again, when the minotw 

ef the i^e^ting for sufibhngs were read^ the consi^ 
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deration of which occupied the remaining part of 
tins fourth sitting* 

4ih Month, S3 J. We met again this morning 
at nine o'clock, it being the fifth sitting; when 
the state of the society, as set forth in the 
answers to the queries, was taken into considera^ 

tion, and nmch advice was given on the subject o( 
the deficiences that appeared.. 

We met again at three o'clock, it being the 
»xth sitting; when the report of the state of 
West-Town school was read, and several subjecti 
relating to that institution were considered. 

4th Monthf 24th. This forenoon, meetings fop 
worship were held at the three different meeting- 
houses in the city. In the afternoon, at three 
9'clock, the yearly meeting resumed its business^ 
ibis being the seventh sitting. The Committee qS 
Appeals brought in their report in the case of 
H.J. who had appealed to the yearly meeting, 
against the decision of her monthly and quarterly 
meetings. In the evening of Uiis businesa, when 
the appdilant was introduced into the men'» 
yearly rneeUng, and inquired of by the clerks if 
jBhe continued in the mind to prosecute her ap* 
peal, she, in a becoming manner, replied that $lfA 
4;ame there for that purpose* After a fair an4 

V 3 



S34 TRAVEXSf nf 

candid hearing by the committee of the jesafy 
meeting, appointed from the most impartial part 
of it^ this poor woman, who had stood as it were 
single and alone, was restored to her right a£ 
membership in the society. 

I believe that meetings for discipline sometimes- 
lose their proper weight and"* authority, by active 
members getting into a cold, unfeeling manner of 
treating those who may have been brought under 
dealing. The habit of ' constantl j^ speaking to 
cases which occur, endangers our getting into 9 
customary fdrm ; and the mind,' by dlis means^ 
runs considerable risk of becoming less sensiblis . 
of the tendering impressions of the divine influ- 
ence. I\ is well frequently to remember this great 
truth, that the more closely we attend to tMs sea« 
soning virtue, the more will our minds be clothed 
with meekness and charity, and we shall Aereby 
be preserved from doing or saying any thii^ that 
may have a tendency to irritate or wound, evea 
the smallest ddmquent; 

The business of the appeal being disposed oi^l 
die propriety of continuing the second day mom- : 
ing meeting was entered into; on which it was • 
agreed, that the meeting should be discontinued/ 
anda^minute to thatpurpose was accordingly made. 
A report fi-om the Committae on Indian Afbirs was 
Jbrougfat in and read^ ^tlr a statement of the re^ ' 
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c^pt^and expenclitufre of the committee; by whicfi 
h appeared dtat there remained a balance in the 
hands of the treasurer^ of about 20001. cmrency ; s^ 
part of which sum was ordered to be handed to the 
Defaware tribe of Indians, whose forefathers had 
shown great kindness to Friends, on their first 
landifigiii this country; the recolleetion of which 
had'great weight on Friends' minds^at this^ time, m 
die distribution of this money. Thus the good 
deeds of the forefathers of this tribe of Indians^ 
were visited upon their children's children^ some 
of whom stood m^great need of the assistance now 
afforded, and' to whomiit would bevecy useful in 
providing husbandry utensils, &c. &c. I observed 
that friends were generally careful not to hand 
their presents* in moneys but preferred sending 
Aen> various^ kinds^ ofi tools both for busbandr3i 
and carpenters' work; and they would also, oa 
some occasions, hire a workman to put them in a 
way of using their tools«. 

» 1 • , ■ 

% ■ 

y • 

After the close of this sitting, a friend informed 
me that he had a prospect of removing to the 
CMnO; and shewed me two certificates of lands he 
kad purchased in that State> said to be of excelr 
fcnt quality> for which he engaged to give lis. Sd^ 
per acpei to* be paid by instalments at two, three^ 
and four years. The number of friends who havc^ 
emigrated inta tibat State, tn*.the course pf the las^ 
few jearS; is said to exceed 600 families \ and theis 
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increase still continued to be so great, that the 
establishment of a new, yearly meeting iu diosQ 
parts, began to be seriously thought of. 

^h Months Q^th. I attended the eighth sitting 
ef the yearly meeting, which begs^^ at ten o'clock 
this mornings and the whole of it was employed 
in the consideration of the report brought in by 
fte oosmiitlee appointed to fevise tfa^ discipline.^ 

In the aftemoGiii we rtet ^Hin^ at three o'clock^ 
'Mttgg tfa« tiiffdi ^vtting, and proceeded in the coftr 
lideralien Hi the report of the comtetttet on die 
tevision of the discipline. 

; Mh Monthy ^k. We met again at nine o'clock^ 
being the tenth sitting. Friends were occupied 
dufring the whole time on the revision of the dis- 
tiptine, but chiefly c^ the subject of using and 
dealing in spiritous liquors, and 4^ friends keeping 
inns. Much was said to discourage the practice, 
4m account of &e exposed situsrtion 6f the liAilies 
of those engaged in ihb line of buniness. On Ae 
^ther hand, it appeared to Boibc, t&at wene lU 
iMiS in the Imnds of -steady, cesisistktt friends, it 
Would be a great bkssing to any country, and 
iK^uid have a tendency considerably to check thai 
fbiirent 6f profligacy ai^ dissipation, whiok t90 
|eiAet»aily prevails in inns and taveina. 
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We met again at three o'clock in the afternoon> 
it being the eleventh sitting; when the meeting 
proceeded in its deliberations on the revision of 
the discipline* 

Ath Month, 27th. The first day of the week I 
attended the North Meeting in the forenoon ; and 
in the afternoon, that held in Market-street, At 
the latter, R. M.. a friend from the neighbourly 
hood of New-York, iathe course of his- testimony^ 
explained the difference between the terms wis* 
dom and knowledge; the former embracing not 
only the knowledge of what is right, but also thd 
practice of it ; for this only, he said, was true 
wisdom. On the other hand, how many, ala»! 
are pos^sed of the knowledge of what is right 
9nd good, but fall short in firmness and integrity 
to uphold and practice it. This, he saidj^ way 
knowledge, but opt wisdonu 

4tR Month, Q,Sth. This mornmg, at nine o'clock^ 
1 attended the twelfth sitting^ of the yearly meet- 
ing ; the fore part of which was occupied in the 
further diiscussion of the report of the committee 
on the revision of the discipline; and some altera-^ 
'tions were finally agreed upon, and others wero 
left for further consideration next year. 

Tke meeting then proceeded- to the reading 
fffid eonsid^ration of several epistles addi^essedi^ 
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differentyeaiiy meetings on this continent; anddso 
of one to the yearly meeting in London ; wkicb, with 
some small alterations^ were approved and adopted* 
After a solemn pause^ and a prayer to the Divine 
Beings the meeting concluded its twelfth sitting, 
and the last for this year. 

5th Monihf 9,d. I attended Merion week-day 
tneetiiig, and spent the afternoon pleasantly in. 
company with R. J. and H. B. whom I assisted 
in planting seveitd paper-mulberry tree*, on the 
vacant ground near the mecting-boase, whidi wer* 
intended to be a shade foi" friends' horses ni 
fte summer season. There is generally a plot of 
ground roiiind the country meeting -homes it 
Americ^^ sometimes of several acres^ planted wiA 
shady trees^ under which the hoises and carriage^ 
of friends stand, during meetmg time, and wlucfr 
forms a most interesting piece of scenery. 

5{h Month, 3d. At Merion I this day received 
letters from my wife and children dated the Htb 
of 2d Month; giving accounts of their welfare* 
Persons who have never removed from their 
native country, can hardly conceive the pleasure 
that is derived from the correspondence of near 
connexions when separated fix)m them in a dbtant 
land. 

5th Month, 4th. I attended Merion meeting it 
being 1st day, add afterwards had the ccwipairf of 
A. S. and A. K. of Philadelphia to diiHier. These 
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two yonng men ii^ere both of them descendants of 
<Jerman parents who had left their native comitry, 
in order to enjoy ihe blessings of religious liberty 
in this land ; a privilege v?hich neither the Ehi- 
peror, nor die petty Princes of Germany, had 
.the good sense or die policy to allow. 

5th Month, Sth. This day was remarkably 
tempestuous ; and in the evening there was so 
great a Kght over the cities of Philadelphia and 
West Chester, that they appeared to be on fire ; 
rwai next morning we neceived accounts, that hi 
nnladel^iia 90 good houses had been burnt down 
in a central pai'l of (he city, and diat in West 
Chester two large ships were burnt. Within about 
two miles of my lodgings, the same evening, a 
powder miJl was blown «p, and one person who 
had the management of it, lost Ins life by the ex«- 
plosion. Not many <hiy8 before the accident 
being well acquainted with the man, I bad some 
conversation widi him on the danger of his oc- 
•cnpation ; but t!he great wages he received out- 
weighed all apprehensions of his danger, and he 
seemed to have made up his mind to continue the 
employment, notwithstanding he had before been 
blown op, and narrowly escaped destruction, with 
^le loss of one eye, and the use of several of his 
iiogers. So many dreadful accidents happening 
around us at the same time called forth serious 
and awful reflections. 
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5th Months \Otlu Being invited bj one of the 
proprietors, I accomj^anied him to the ruins of the 
powder mill which was yesterday destroyed; when 
I saw the remains of the poor man, who had lost 
his life by the explosion. His whole appearaice 
was too shocking to be described. The afflicted 
widow, who was a young woman, and several 
email children^ stood weeping round him. 

^th Mouthy nth, Tliis afternoon I spent at 
K. J.'s. Whilst here, a drove of cows passed by on 
their way to Philadelphia market ; one of them a 
handsome looking heifer, with a fine calf by her 

side, attracting R. J.'s attention, he bought them 
both for 3 L 12&. 

^th Mouthy 0,7 th. I had the company of R. J. 
to tea this afternoon, who presented me with an 
account of a most extraordinary persecution that 
was carried on in the year 1763, against the last re- 
maining part of a particular tribe of Tnndians. 
This tribe, from their residing at Conestoga, were 
called the Conestoga Indians. On the firat arrival 
of the English in Pennsylvania, they sent messengers 
to welcome them, with presents of venison, com, 
and skins ; and entered into a treaty of firi^ndship 
with William Penn« Hiis treaty had been since 
frequently confirmed, and had never beep violated, 
either on ttie part of the Indians or . the Englisl^ 
until the time that these pruel transactions took 
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plac9. It has always been observed that Indians^ 
settled in the neighbourhood of white people^ con- 
tinually diminish; and this tribe had dwindled 
away till there remained in the village no more 
ttian seven men, five women, and eight children* 
Of these^ Shebeas, who was a very old man, had 
assisted at the treaty with William Penn in the 
year 1701, had ever since continued a faithful 
friend of the English, and bore the character of 
an exceedingly good man ; for, considering his 
extraction, he was naturally of a most kind and 
benevolent temper. This little remnant of Indians 
were in the constant practice of addressing every 
new Governor of the Province, and- they ac- 
cordingly presented an address to John Penn, a 
new Governor, on his arrival ; assuring him of their 
fidelity, and praying for a continuance of that 
favour and protection they had hitherto experienced* 

This address was scarcely presented, when the 
horrible catastrophe occurred, which I am about to 
relate. In the townships of Paxton and Done*, 
gal, in the county of Lancaster, a number of peo- 
ple, actuated by the wildest religious enthusiasm, 
•in which they were encouraged by some fmious 
zealots amongst their preachers, conceived 4he 
notion that they ought to extirpate die heathea 
from the earth, as Joshua did some nations of old; 
that they themselves, as Saints, might possess tlie 
land. Fired with this dreadful kind of zeal; on 

X 
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rthe 14lh of the 12lh Month, 1763, 57 men w«ll 
mounted, and firmed with firelocks^ hatchets, and 
^hangers, canve down from the two before-mentioned 
townships, and, surrounding the little Indian vil- 
lage at dawn of day, broke in upon die inhabitanls 
all at once, and iired upon, stabbed, and hewed in 
pieces the poor defenceless creatupes ,idio iap- 
.pened to be in their huts ; among them the good 
^old Shebeas was hewed in pieces in. his bed. The 
. daughter of the venerable Shebeas, <who for several 
^ears past had devoteSd. her time to -waiting upon 
her beloved^fether, was ako slain. After taking 
off the scalps of those that were^us murdered, and 
rsetting fire to the village, the murderers mounted 
their horses and rode away; disappointefd in not 
having found all the Indiana at home, 14 out of the 
^0 being absent It is« not, perhaps, in the power of 
language to express the feelings of the remaining 
14 Indians, some of v^hom were little xihildren, on 
their return to the village, when they beheld the 
mangled remains of their near and'dear connexion^ 
vanil saw their habitations a heap of smoking ruins. 

r- 
The Magistrates of Lancaster, hearing of what 
liad past, came over and took die survivors vnder 
their protection, doing all in their power to con- 
sole them ; and, taking them by the hand, led thcM 
to Lancaster; where, for their greater security, 
they lodged them in a strong stone building in the 
town, in which they were supposed to be in per- 
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ftct safety. Tlie Governor, John Penn, irame- 
£ately issued a proclamation) enjoining all officers 
both civil and military, to assist in bringing ta< 
j^ostice the perpetrators of this horrid outrage. 

The remaining 14 Indiuis continued in the house" 
pf;ovided for them in Lancaster, In the centre of 
&e city, unconscious of danger, till the 27th of 
ihe 12th Month, being 13 days from the time their ^ 
village had been destroyed. On that day acorn-' 
pany of men, 50 in number, well mounted and - 
armed, rode hastily into Lancaster, made the best 
ef their way to the house where the* poefr' Indians 
were lodged; with violence bi*oke open the door; 
and with fury in their countenances rushed in upon 
these unarmed and defenceless creatures. The In* 
«}ians seeing no protection nigh, nor ^ny possibility' 
of escape, immediately divided into their little 
families ; the affrighted children cHnging to their 
distressed parents.^ In unutterable anguish they- 

fell upon their knees> protesting their love to the 
English people, and that, in their whole lives, they 
had never done them any injury. While thus im- 
ploring, mercy of these hard-hearted men, they 
were, without distinction, hewn down with hatchets, 
and, in a few moments, were all laid lifeless on the- 
floor; a deplorable instance amongst many others, 
of what a pitch of wickedness the mind of maiy^ 
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may be brought to, when acting imder wrong im- 
pressions of imagined religious zeal. This cmel 
massacre was completed in one of the largest in- 
land towns in America, in the broad face of day, 
and in so public a manner, that after the commission 
of this atrocious mmder, the miscreants all came 
out and stood at the door of the house^ besmeared 
with blood, gave three loud huzzas, mounted their 
horses, and rode away. Notwithstanding thb pub* 
licity, and a proclamation by John ^enn, the Go^ 
vemor, oflfering a reward of 2001. for the discovery 
of any of them, yet such was the dread in whicb 
they were held, that none of them were brought 
to justice* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Merum-^EcUpse of the Stm^-^Summer Dress^^emes^ 
Simpson^^Shad Fukerff'^^e^ater'^ WM Gr<ip€S'^ 
Crab CydcT'^Hogi — Fire FMes, — Paper-Mills "^ 
Chesnut Tre€S'^Harv€8t'^AncimtJ}eed''^J^Rowlandm<^ 
tf^ood^elUttgr^IndianCorn^. 

€th Month, m, VB06.^ FatttticM the Valley 
meeting, tt \ducil I noticed some of the Dunkers. 
1h^ are a religious society- .wh6 make a point of 
aever taking off .thi&>.beard.v I observed ^ comely 
looking young mao; Avbose beard had so luxuriant^, 
a growth, that it spread a considerable way over ^ 
his breast, and ga'ce^ Mm a very patriarchal ap- 

pjjarance.* At th% closer o& the meeting several 
friends invited me to their hbuses> But^ being pre- 
viously engaged, I accompanied Miltf and dined 
with him.. After dinner he shfewed me his barn, . 
stables, Soc. \\4iich are^ the.most complete I have 
seen either in England or America. The barn is 
of stone and staads on. descending ground, having 
a soutb aspect. It is about 40 yards in length by . 
10 in breadth, and 9 yards high in front. Along 
the north side of the bam is a range of vaults 
which communicate with it, and are on the same 
level With the barn. The centre vault, which com--i 
municates tvith the cew-house, is fitted up as a.^ 

X 3^ 
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.iry ; and the other vaults are made use of iJ9 
preserve roots^ 8cc. for the cattle, such as beets, 
carrots, turnips, potatoes, pumpkins, &c. As this 
carriage-road into the bam runs over the vaults, 
as high as the topmost floor of the bam, the vaults 
are preserved cool in the summer, and free from 
the frost in winter. The whole of the ground 
floor of the bam being set apairt for stables and 
cow-houses, as is commonly the case with bams 
in Pennsylvania, there is acconamodation for a 
great number of horses and cows. Aloag the 
front of the bam, about 8 feet from the ground, 9 
wooden stage projects about six feet from the 
wall, inclosed overhead six or seven feet high, and 
also at the ends and side, forming a gallery the 
length of the building ; having several communir 
cations or door-ways out of the bam into it. In 
the floor of this gallery are several trap doors, 
through which they throw fodder for the cattle into 
the yard during the wiater months.. It is obvious 
'that an appendage of this sort must be very useful 
in a farm-yard^ as it also affords a comfortable 
shelter to the cattle from rain and snow. 

In the afternoon M . R. accompanied me to my 
cousin W. B.'s, and, in our way, we passed over 

the ground occupied by^ the American Army under 

General Washington, as an entreudied camp, 

during the war. The remains of the entrench- 

inents are still vm\Aei ^\AvQ>x^\hft scite is again 
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1>ecome a thick wood; i^o rapid is vegetation in 
this part of the world« 

After fording the Schuylkill, which is here broad 
and shallow, having several islands in it covered 
with lofty trees, we came upon W. B/s plantation, 
and soon afterwards reached his habitation. We 
found the family sitting in the shade of the piazza, 
in the front of the house, where we joined them 
in taking tea, and enjoyed the freshness of the 
breeze, and a beautiful pospect of a great part 
of the country between his house and Philadelphia, 
a distance of about 20 miles ; and in the plea- 
santest part of Pennsylvania. The privilege of 
sitting under the shade of these piazzas, enjoying 
the fresh air io the afternoons and evenings, fully 
compensates for any inconvenience that is suffered 
from the heat, in the warmest part of the day. 
ITiesj piazzas are commonly six feet wide with 
boarded floors. On seeing families seated in them 
in their tranquil summer evenings, it constantly 
reminded of the patriarchs of old, sitting at the 
doors of their teats in the cool of the day, 

6th Month, 1 UA, was pleasantly spent at the house 
of a relation ; and it was gratifying to find that he 
was paying considerable attention to his flock of 
3heep, also that his labours were in a fair way of be- 
ing crowned with success. Hitherto the farmers in 
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tfiis part of the world, have paid but little attendoQ:: 
to their sheep, suffering the butchers tp select 
the best forined for the ifiarket, leaving the most 
ordinary for stock., Tfie natural consequence of 
such a plan wa« that the breed continually dege* 
nerated. Against this mod^ of proceeding my 
rdation had the good dense to remonstrate, and ta 
reserve for stock the best part of his flock. Hie 
beneficial effects^of this fdlMi are so manifest, that 
I have no doubt the neighbouring farmers will be 
induced to follow his example. I think I have 
before noticed how fond the cattle are of salt in- 
these parts. At the front of the house is a beau- 
tiful lawn of many acres, gently descending to-- 
wards the Schuylkill, in which nearly 100 sheep*' 
were feeding; and so partial were they to salt, 
that I have seen the girls go amongst them with a^ 
handful of it, and by scattering a little amongst^ 
them, entice the whole.flbck.up to the house. 

6th Month, 1*2M. In coming down to Phila- 
delphia, I noticed that the turnpike-road crosses 
a fine veiti of marble, which, at a little distance^ is 
worked to great advantage. 

6th Month, 14?A. I^ attended a meeting at 

Mcrion, of which public notice had been given,*- 

on account of James Simpson, a Minister, who 

intended being there. In consequence the house 

-jvaa well filled; chioft^ V>^ ^^\^QXk& q"1 ^'^'^\ ^^x^MSft 
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sions; amongst them, were one Senator^ four 
Judges^ and four Magistrates^ who all behaved in 
a becoming manner. This friend is far advanced 
in yeai-s, and much esteemed by friends in Phila- 
delphia and the neighbourhood; yet he follows 
the occupation of a broom-maker, and frequently 
comes down to that city in a handsome little car- 
tilage, loaded with his manufactures. Although 
a broom-maker may be accounted a mean occu- 
pation with some men, yet few pastors stand higher 
in the estimation of their flocks than he does. 

6lh Month, l6th. This day was remarkable for 
ta almost total eclipse of the sun. About eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, I passed along the road 
from my lodgings to H. B.'s, when all seemed as 
quiet as at midnight ; some stai-s appearing, and 
the birds being gone to roost. Although not so 
dark as it commonly is in th^ night, yet there was 
something awful in the stillness and appearance of 
the scene, there being scarcely a breath of air 
stirring. The portion of the sun that was visible, 
was only about a 24th part, and it cast a faint 
glimmering light through the leaves of the trees, 
the shadows of which appeared like shell-work 
upon the ground. 

Sth Month, Q,6th. The weather now becoming 
warm, I had noticed several litde boys and girls 
^me to the meeting at Merion, w\t\\o\\t dvo^^ ^\!A 
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Stocking?^ although in other respects well dressed;. 
a number of men friends alio, in the upper seats^ 
sat without coats and stockings, having long cot- 
ion trowsers which came down to their shoe tops. 
One young man who sometimes appears in tho: 
ministry acceptably, had on a striped, cotton jacket 
tod trowsers, and a drab hat. Although these 
appearances ii> dress are not famiHar to an English* 
man, yet habit soon reconciles us to them* And a 
person who has not experienced it, can hardly con- 
ceive how pleasant a light dress is is tliese warm^i 
climates, as, at every motion, the limbs are so free* 
firom obstructions. After a long warm sumnier, . 
when the cold weather first cornea on, the ncuni** 
brance of heavy clothing is much greater thaai 
might be expsected. 

^th Month, QiQtK. This evenmg T was in couk 
pany with James Simpson, he^ still continuing his 
leligious visits in this neighbourhood. I have al« 
ready mentioned this fraend with respect, but to 
describe him^ completely would be a difficult task; 
as it may be tx^y s^d that in person and dress, as 
well as in the manner and subject o^ his mini^tryi 
he is truly an original."^ In his ext^nal appear* 
ance, he is thin and upwards- of six feet high^ his 
visage is very long, and his face of an Indian com- 
plexion, with small, quick eyes corresponding, 
and, to appearance, he may be about 80 years 
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4Df age. Jo the gallery he commonly w«ar8 a dark 
coloured cotton cap^ £tting closely to his head, 
imd ov«r his shoulders a long dark coloured cloak. 
Notwithstanding his auogular appearance^ he is not 

less remarkable in his manner when exercised in 

• 

..tibe gallery. He uses considerable action and 
gesticulation^ and his testimonies^ in general, are 
almost a continual exposition of the Mosaic 
.Low, with references to the counterpait in the 
Crospel dispensation, H4iich he explains in a waryi 
^at I never heard equalled, and with a volubilify 
of expression^ and quickness of i^collection, that 
are astonishing to a sU-anger^ 

6th Monthy QQtTi. I diis morning paid a visit 
to J. J. and his wife, at their habitation. This 
family, with many others I have met with, contra- 
-dict a notion which prevails in England, ^' That 
-the Americans arc generally short lived.** The 
'liusband is in his 9^th j^ear, and his wife in her 
"^gth year. -One of lier sisters is of the same age, 
and another sister is in her 85th year; and all of 
^them may, from every appearance, live some years 
longer. J. J. told me, that he had often heard his^ 
father speak of his having seen the foundation laid 
vof the first house that was built in Philadelphia ; 
land I understood that he was one of William 
Penn's most intimate friends. 

I spent this evening at B. J.'s country residence. 
This house, vthkh is^ substanXiaV axvA ^^ XsvSa^ 
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and finished in an expensive manner^ stands oi 
a rising ground just above the Falls of the Schuyl- 
kill, commanding a fine prospect of Philadelphia 
and the river Delaware, both above and below 
that city, bemg only about four miles distant 
The prospect embraces many beautiful country 
residences on every hand. B. J. had lately made 
a purchase of the house and 35 acres of land 
adjoining. In this purchase was also included a 
good farm-house, with an Orchard, garden, out- 
houses, and a cottage or two.. In one of these 
cottage, close by the Falls, a family resides, who 
are employed by B. J. in the bookbinding busi- 
ness. The situation is as pleasant as can well be 
conceived. 

At this part of the river, the Shad Fishery 
is prosecuted with great spirit in the early 
part of summer. Almost every farmer who hap- 
pens to have a field on the banks of the river, 
keeps a net for this purpose; and, with a little 
industry, may, in the course of two or three weeks, 
lay up a supply for the whole year. The fish are 
salted, and are brought out, through the winter, as 
a relish at breakfast smd supper. 

I have sometimes stood by in the evening watch- 
ing the people taking these fish. The nets used are 
about 50 or 60 yards in length, and about 6 feet in 
widtli ; the lower side being weighted with lead,aDd 
the upper side sv\ppoT\eAN\ViciY^'t^^'S4Q\^Q»\V Q\ie 
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end of the net b fixed firm to a stake on the edge 
of the river, iivhilst the other end is taken out in a 
small boat towards the other side. After getting 
to the extent of it, the boat is rowed down the 
river, bringing the end of the net with it, and 
at length it comes to land, a little below the stake 
to which the other end of the net is fastened^ 
forming a circular inclosure, within which the fish 
are secured. As the net approaches the bank of 
the river, the fishes are seen struggling in all di- 
rections ; till at last they are brought close to the 
shore, when they are quickly gathered up, and 
thrown into the boat. Several hundreds are, at 
times, taken at one draught ; but as the fishing is 
continued through the night, during the season, the 
farmers often think themselves well paid with 20 
er SO, as they weigh about 5 pounds each. 

la the early part of the season, I think the shad 
IS nearly equal to trout. Although the practice 
of eating it at breakfast and supper, is not com« 
mon in England, I soon found myself very par- 
tial to the shad at breakfast, with coffee and toast, 
it being first nicely broiled over the hot embers of 
a wood fire. 

Tth Month, 1st, In walking this day, I ob- 
served the people to be generally engaged in reap- 
ing barley, wheat; and rye. The farmers here 
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-get in their harvest widi little difficulty, in conse- 
quence of the clear settled weather which generally 
prevails during their ^long summers. Unsound 
grain is a thing scarcely ever heard of. 

7/A Month, Q,d. I spent flie afternoon anS 
drank tea at H. B/s. His bee-hives having been 
considerably annoyed by a bird, called the Bee- 
eater, he took out his fowling-piece, and shot one 
of them ; and on opening the craw, we found 
many bees which.it had devoured. So destructive 
jBxe these birds, thlit a nest of them would destroy 
several hives in the course of a summer, if left 
jindisturbed. 

Vth Month, 33, I attended the Preparative 
^Meeting at Merion, and in the evening had a 
pleasant walk to Dr. H.'s. A considerable part 
of the road leading to his house, is lined with 
cedar, sasafras, shumack, sweet chesnnt, &c. Sec. 
but what has a most singular and pleasing effect 
is, that most of the higher ti^es are entirely over- 
grown with vines, which spread over them with 
great luxuriance ; and, when tlie grapes are ripe, 
present a very inviting appearance. ITiey are of a 
small black kind, and very pleasant to the palate, 
particularly in pies and tarts ; in which, according 
to my taste, they exceed almost every other kind 
of fruit. They are often preserved in jars, for 
this purpose; to \)a used m ymsXwt* %^3«:ift ^l ^Safc 
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B^st wine I ever tdst^d, w^s made from this kind* 
of grape. 

7th Month, 5tl\y wa3 employed in business atf 
Fhiladelphia, where I dined with my hospitable 
friends J. and A. W. In the evening I'paid the 
bride's vbit to S. N. She was the relict of the 
late W. S. and is a- worthy friend. T. N. her 
liusband^ having been a kind and intimate friend of • 
W. S.'s^ had been^ a^ppointed by him as his exe- 
cutor. Being of an open generous dkpositioir;< 
aud possessing amply th^ means to indulge such- 
an inctinatiooy after waiting a suitable time^ he 
made the widow aaoffer^of marriage; which was 
in due season accepted. Thus he may at once, 
£11 the character of husband, and fulfil the trust re- 
posed in him by his deceased friend* I have heard: 
T.N.meiition, that he left England with his parents^ 
:when about four years old, and that be had no- 
recollection of any thing, in that country, except' 
the skylai'k, which he well remembered to have 
heard singing in the air. This friend is one amongst 
many I have known in this country who have 
emigrated from England, and }iave been success-^ 
ful in business ; but who are seldom heard of iii. 
tiieir native land. 

7th Monthy 6th. After attending meeting, 1L 
accompanied R. J. to his brother J, J.'s where 

Y a 
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we drank tea. Before we left his housCi he gatre 
us a taste of his cyder, made from a species of 
apple, called the Virginia crab, the produce of his 
own orchard. It was superior to any liquor I have 
ever tasted of the kind; Indeed I have seldom drank 
a glass of wine equal to it, either a» to body or 
flavour. 

Afterwards we called upon D. J. an ancient 
friend, whose parents were amongst the first set- 
tlers of this province* In die evening we called 
upon J. Z. a friend whose progenitors came from 
Germany. On my noticing a number of fine hogs 
in his orchard, which appeared very attentive to 
the fall of the fruit, he told me that he annually 
brought up about £0 of th^m, which derived K 
great part of their support from peaehes> apples, 
&c. during the day; and, in the evenings and 
inomings, they were supplied with milk from bis 
dairy. As he made a considerable quantity of 
butter for the Philadelphia market, the old miHc 
and butter milk went in aid of the fruit in the 
orchard, to bring forward the hogs, which are 
fatted with Indian corn, at the close of the year, 
to a large size. 
» 

7th Month, 7th. In the evening we called upon 
H. B. who was engaged amongst his reapers in 
the wheat field. He calculated that his produce 
this year would be 30 \>va\i<&\]& ol viVi^'dX ^^x ^cce \ 
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an increase which must pay the farmer well,, 
where the land^ generally speaking, is rented at 
lOs. an acre per annum; there being no tithes^ 
and the taxe3 amounting to scarcely Is. pei* acre. 

7th Month, Qtk. The evening being serene and 
pleasant, I took a walk in company with our 
neighbour R. B. and visited some of the neigh-- 
bourioig families. Although this may be deemed 
the hottest season of the yeai*, I found no incon- 
venience from the exercise of walking, but it 
must be remembered that our clothing was very 
light. In passing along we were entertained with . 
the appearance of great q\jiantities of fire flies, ia 
die fields and woods around us. They had the 
appearance of immense quantities of bright sparks 
of fire, flying in all directions amongst the grass 
and com, as well as the leaves and boi^h^ of th&r 
loftiest trees. . 

Tlh Month, IStfi. Having been several times 
JLindly invited, I dined with P. W. a respectable 
paper-maker in the neighbourhood of Merion^ 
where I spent the afternoon pleasantly. The 
situation b beautifully romantic, being in a deep 
Barrow valley, the steep hills on each side of which 
are covered with wood. The mill which would 
be considered as an extensive one even in England^ 
is almost wholly employed in making writing and^ 

\ 3 ^ 
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printing paper^ with large quantities of wBich Ee 
supplies the printers and stationers in Phiradelphia. 
During the visit he gave me a little history of his 
life. About 90 years ago, being then 12 years of 
age, he left Mentz, his native place in Germany^ 
accompanied by his father, who died on the pas- 
sage to this country. Being of that class of emi- 
grants called redemptioners already mentioned, 
P. W. on the arrival of the ship in the Delaware, 
was hired by Henry Drinker, and was employed 
about the house as a waiting bey, and assistant to 
the girh in the kitchen. After spending nearly 
four years in this family, and having acquired the 
"English language, he had the good' sense to dis- 
cern, that it would be more to his interest to be 
taught some manufacture ; and' requested liberty 
of his master to be put apprentice to a paper- 
maker, vdiich was readily granted, although his 
first indenture was not yet expired. After having 
obtained a knowledge of the manufacture of paper, 
lie, by industry and care, acquired sufficient pro- 
perty and credit to enable him to begin business; 
which he has now, for severa^ years, carried on to 
advantage. I never was in a paper-mill where 
the business was managed with more neatness and 
order. As I sat iu the house it was pleasant to 
reflect on such an instance of successful industry. 
He has a rising family of healthy looking children 

Mbout bimp yiiik au ^miablQ ' wife and severat 
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In returning to my lodgings^ I had the curiosity 
to take the dimensions of a chesnut tree^ of the 
sweet kind, which stood by the way side ; and 
found it more than 27 feet in circumference^ and 
its thickness continued in a regular proportion to 
the height of about seven ysurds, which was the 
kngth of the bole, clear of branches. 

7th Month, l&h, I have noticed for a day' or 
two past, that the harvest for wheat, rye, and 
barley, is entirely over, not having continued more 
dian two weeks. The serene and settled weather 
generally prevalent here, with the practice of work 
people of all descriptions^ turning into the harvest 
field, makes short work of it. It is not customary 
here, as in England^ for the women to work 
in the harvest field at all. In this neighbourhood 
the blacksmiths, wheelwrights, weavers, taylors, 
&c. &c. all shut up their shops to assist the far- 
mers» 

7th Month, QOth. I attended Merion meetu^, 
and in the afternoon visited an ancient friend of 
the name of Mary Price, who, although upwards 
of SOyears^of age, generally walks about a mile to 
meeting ; and, considering her years, continues to 
be an active, lively woman. At her house I was 
shewn a deed of conveyance, of five thousand acres 
of land, the purchase-money for which was otka 

huodred pounds, reserving a c\vaV««aX X^N^^^toi. 
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Penn and his beirs^ of 1 s. per acre. The same 
land, where inclosed, now sells for 1^1. per acre, 
being a six hundred fold advance in the course of 
120 jears, on the intrinsic value of the land. The 
above-mentioned deed was a conveyance from^ 
Charles Lloyd, and a femaLe of die name of 
Davies, to a person of th^ Ufanwt of- Humphreys. 
This deed is in the hands of M. P/s daughter- 
in-law, who is a descendant of the lioyds o£ 
Dollebi;an. 

7ih Montlif Ql$t, was en^iloyed' in. writing tp« 
jny wife and fanulj^when 1 infoirmed.them dmi 
intention of sailic^ for England^ in the Joha* 
Moxgau^ Captain Bunker> with) whom I was well. 
ac(|^ainted9 and whom I knew to be a skil&l, 
careful seaman; but notwithstanding my iatentioitfj, 
I was prevented, by unforeseen circumstances, 
from sailing in this ship; for which I have teasoD 
to be thankful^ as in her voyage to England siie 
struck upon a rock in the night, on the coast of 
the Isle of Man^ and was lost. 

7th Month, 22d. I had a pleasant walk to the 
Falls of the Schuylkill, having business to transact 
. with a person there. On. my way thither^ I was 
informed of the. decease of Joshua Rowland, an 
amiable yoimg man, of Lewis-Town, near the 
mouth of the Delaware. Although not more 
tbM S.d yeai;s 'ol^| lua \^« x^\^% v^>^^^ l^^ 
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the black people in that neighbourhood. He had 
been an ardent and steady friend to that oppressed 
race, and the means of rescuing many of them 
from a state of slavery, who had been cruelly 
forced into bonds^e, by a set of unprincipled 
men, from the Georgias, who sometimes hover 
about this part of the Delaware State and Mary- 
land, and cany off whole families of free Negroes 
in the night. They take them on board small 
vessels, in the neighbouring creeks, and so ship 
them off to the Georgias and Carolinas, where 
they are sold to the planters. 

I have seen several of the black people whom 
he had rescued and sent up to his brother-in-law, 
Henry Bowman. The latter had procured them 
situations in the interior of Pennsylvania, out of 
the reach of these barbarous men. Not long ago, 
a mother, with seven children, was thus carried 
off, in the dead of the night, from his neighbour- 
hood. This flagrant act deeply excited J. Row- 
land's attention; and, after riding nearly one thou- 
sand miles, he was enabled to rescue the. whole 
family, and bring them safe home to their native 
place, although they had been dispersed and sold 
into various hands, by the kidnappers, in different 
parts of Georgia. 

A very short time back, this excellent yonng^ 
man was taken ill of a fever, which, notwith- 
standmg tvtTy help wa3s afforded Vi\m^ TBAsi^ %j^ 
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regular yet rapid a progress^ that in a few dayr 
all hopes of his recovery were at an end. Through 
the whole, his mind was preserved calm and se* 
rene, and^ when sensible that the -closing period 
of time was at hand, he recjuested that bis^ 
domestics might be called into the room* These 
consisted of two white servants, two Negra» 
boys, and a little orphan girl, whose mo&er had 
been many years a nurse in the family, out of 
respect to whom, he supported and educated the 
chUd. The mind may conceive the situatiot^ 
and feelings of this little group, yet I am ready to 
believe it is impossible for the pen to describe it. 
After a short but awful pause^ he addressed each 
of them in the language and accents of a father; 
for indeed as a parent he had always^. conducted 
himself towards them* Having eonununicated to 
them counsel and advice suited to Aeir several 
states and conditions, he gently tmpned his face 
from them, and quietly resigned himself, and left the 
world without a sigh or struggle; a bright example 
of faithfulness to his- Divine Master, and a more- 
intelligible e;xpositioa of the Gospel of Jesas 
Christ, than whole vol lunes of controversy, 

1th Monthj ^d and 24th. I continued at my 
lodgings at Merion, making some arrangtjuents 
for my return to England. 

I have sometimes noticed how expert the people 
of America are with i!i\<& ^^vi ^ad the axe, and a5 
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an instance of therrdexterity, I may mention "wfaat 
a very respectable millwright, whose veracity may 
be relied on, this day told me. He said that him* 
Sielf and one assistant had cut down, in one day, 
S5 forest trees, of which a considerable part were 
oak, and which averaged 6 feet in circumference. 
He added, that on using extraordinary exertion, 
they cut down one tree of this bulk in 7i minutes. 

*7th Month, S7^> 9Bthj and ^9ih. I wsm tm- 
ployed in preparations Tor my return home, the 
|>rd9pect of which was more pleasing to me than 
I can express. In walking out into the fitUs 
aboot this time, I noticed the crops of Indian com 
in the ueiglibouihood, which, in the line of hu9- 
'l^ndry, are truly grand and beautiful at this season 
of the year, far exceeding any thing of the kind 
'to be met with in England. Many of the plants 
Tise to the lieight of 10 or 12 feet, terminating at 
ihe *top with an elegant kind of flower somewhat 
^fesemljling a tuft of feathers. The leaves or blades 
"Which shoot from &e stalk, and branch from it 
aH the way up, are about the breadth of four 
inches, and from two to three feet in length. The 
^hole gives a field of Indian com a mo^ luxuri- 
:ant appearance. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Several brief Narrations — Occurrence relative to the 
Author's Voyage Home, S^c-^Iron Works'^Two Ger* 
man Families^^Marhle Quarry^^A Farm^^Entigrants 
^^Taking leave of his Friends about Merion, intending 
for New-York^^Occurrences on the Journey'-^Emharb 
for England'^ Cabin Company '-^Occurrences on the 
Voyage. 

Sth Monthf Isi and 2^,1806, were mostly spent 
at B. J /s pleasant residence on the Schuylkill Falls. 
Whilst here we visited the works of a calico prin- 
ter, who resides and carries on his business in the 
neighbourhood. We were informed that his prin- 
cipal business was printing India caKcoes^ which 
are brought in great quantities to Philadelphia; in 
American ships trading to the East Indies* 

Sth Month, Ath. In the course of this day, 
p. J. and his mother-in-law called upon us. This 
venerable female, who is now far advanced in 
years, has survived a numerous flock of lovdy 
daughters, I think 10 in number, who have, in 
succession, been taken away from the troubles of 
time, just as the affections of a mother would be 
likely to feel most keenly the privation. 

I had often remarked a settled grief upon her 
countenance, notwithstanding the affluence that 
was manifest in exei^ \^va% ^o>MA\i«\ Wt had 
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tiOt<lieard the mournful story till I had it from her 
•wn mouths 

Sth Montlij 6th. I bad received several kind 
3iivitation& from both J. and C. S. to pay them, a 
wit at their habitatiousi at Shoemakers Tov^u^ 
Jbefore I left this -country. They are a family 
for whom I have entertained a great esteem, ever 
•ince I have known them ; and the quarterly 
mee^g at Abington falling at this time, I proposed 
embracing both objects; and, setting out after 
^ dinner, came to C. S/s this evening. Here I was 
liospitably entertained, and had the agreeable com- 
pany of several friends from Philadelplua and the 
Beighbourhood« 

Sih Month, fth, I accompanied this party of 
Driends to Abington quarterly meeting, v^hich was 
very lai^e. The meeting-house is a regular, well* 
hvSlt, brick building, andcapable of holding a great 
number of people. It is situated on a piece of 
ground containing several acres, and which is co« 
vered with a great number of large forest trees. 

Sth Month, Sth. After breakfast we returaed 
to J. S.'fl, where we spent an hour or two plea- 
santly, with a number of valuable friends resident 
in this quarter* The weather was very warm, 
but the house was spacious, with wide passages 



€66 rrnAVELs in 

through ity and no want of windows; and they \sidi 
the doors being thrown open, it gave a free and 
lively circulation to the air, which is very reviving 
in this climate/ 

After sitting a little time in die parlour, a cir^ 
cumstance occurred which I tUnk I shall not soon 
forget. We entered into general conversation, 
after which a silent paus^ enstied; and as I sat 
musing on the prospect of my voyage home, with 
€K)me little anxiety respecting the perils of it, a 
friend of Philadelphia, who «Oinetiines appears ia 
the ministry, broke the silence ihat preykiled, by 
remarking that his mind had been occupied in 
the consideration of my voyage, and tixat for my 
encouragement he might say, be had a belief that 
I should be favoured to arrive safe ib my native 
land, in two months from that time^ No observa- 
tion was now made on this intimation, but, on 
reaching my lodgings, I wrote to my wife inform- 
ing her of the circumstance, and that I trusted the 
friend would prove a true prophet. My letter 
reached her hands two or three weeks previously 
]to my landing. 

After spending the morning as above related, 
most of us attended a public meeting at German- 
town, about six or seven miles distiaint^ and being 
requested by T, F. I accompanied him with seve- 
ral other friends to \ji^ coxmlXx'^ Vvo\^se, which be 
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eaHs Wakefield. There we dined ia a room on a 
level with the cellar, which I found very pleasant, 
ilie weather being very warm, and the situation 
admitting plenty of light. A dining-room so situ- 
ated, is a great privilege at thb season of the year, 
•ill a climate like this^ 

After spending a pleasant Kour or two here I 
came to Philadelphia, where I found letters from 
Hiy wife of as late a date as towards the end of the 
5th month. In riding along the street, I passecl 
by J. G/s house, and his wife, a native of Lan- 
caster, kii;id]y inviting me to take tea, I spent » 
KttljQ tiine with them, and in the evening returned 
to my lodgings at Meriom 

In recurring to the intimation respecting the* 
titiie of my return to England, there are several 
circumstances attending it,, which I think are- 
•wortliy of remembrance, though they are a little 
out of the regular course of my narrative. It has 
been already mentioned, that it was my fuH inten- 
tion to sail in the J<^n Morgan, but that I was 
disappointed by the owners making an alteration in 
the time for her departure. After this T. W. and 
i had concluded to sail for Greenock, in the- 
Frances, Ae being a fine, new vessel with good 
-accommodation ; but in this design I was again dls^ 
appointed, the ship sailmg before I could be quite 
seady. In her passage she encountered a violent 

SB 2 
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stonily which nearly reduced her to a wreck ; and 
such were the difficulties tlie ship's company had 
to encouuter^ that several of the passengers and 
seamen lost their lives. Notwithstanding I was fa- 
voured to escape these imminent perils^ there was 
considerable probability of my not reaching Eng- 
land bv the time mentioned: as I still remained at 
Jsew-York, when it wanted only about four weeks 
to the completion of that period ; and after we got 
on board, w^e wei*e detained on the American coast 
nearly two weeks^ by calms and light winds. Yet 
we crossed the Atlantic ocean from thence in the 
shor-t period of 9 days. On the 10th day, and 
S3d of our voyage, we made soundings off Cape 
Clear, and on the 26th day landed safely at Liver- 
pool, where I was affectionately received by my 
near relations in that town, within the time whick 
the friend had predicted I should return. I for- 
bear making any farther comments on these ci^ 
cumstances. . But in the course of the events I feU 
in my heart the sentiment of humble thaidLfulness 
to the great Preserver of Men. 

Sth3Ionthy llth. I spent this day at J. H.'|» 
ill company with M. E. from Elklands. She was 
then on a visit to her father, who had been seized 
with a paralytic affection, which had entirely de- 
prived him of the use of speech; yet I have seldom 
seen a man preserved in such innocent, cheerful** 
nesa as he was. It is ^Qw^etivA. v^ Q\i%^tve what 
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A degree of happiness the mind is capable of en- 
joyingi under privations like these^ when it haa 
been preserved in a good degree of innocency. 

Qth Month, ISih. A friend in the neighbour-^ 
hood gave me an account of an acquaintance of 
his^ a native of Ireland^ but who now resides 
near Lancaster, in the State of P^msylvania, 
which I think worth preserving. This person 
left Ireland wb^i he was nearly l€ years old^ and 
his whole property when he landed amounted only 
to about 1£ guineas^ He has now established 
extensive iron works where he resides, in which 
he employs upwards of 50 waggon teams; and the 
profits of which, last year> amounted to twenty-five 
diousand pounds. What makes it the more re- 
markable is, that two persons possessing a large, 
capital had been ruined some time before, in au: 
attempt to establish the same concern,. 

^th Month, V4ih. In walking out this evening). 
I met with two Gernuin families on their way to 
the Ohio. On entering into conversation with, 
them, they informed me, that they were yet 500 
miles distant from the place of their destination* 
They were a company of fine, healthy looking 
people, and travelled along with apparent chear- 
fulness. The older females and the little ones were 
upon beds in their covered wag^cms; whilst the.' 
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young women, with their husbands^ fathers, and 
brothers went on foot. Parties of this sort X hwe. 
often seen travelling along, in the old PaUiaf- 
cbal stile, seeking a country where they hoped to 
meet with more traxMjuiUity and repose,, than diey 
had witnessed in the old principalities of Germany. 

Considering the stability and industry, which so 
eminently chamcterize most of the German emi- 
grants, I am inclined to believe that things must be 
very much out of order, in th^ native land, before 
men like thom*. would Qom%, to the resolution of 
taking a final farewell of their near connexions 
and friends; with the perils and inconveniencies of 
^o long a voyage before them,. 

Sth MorUh, lytb. Lpaid a-visitrto our neigh- 
bour Doctor H- After tea we called upon a family 
of the name of C|row, where I saw a little ests^ 
blishment just as it stood in the first settlement of 
the country. It consisted of- a small wOrksfajoip} 
containing, a set of tools .proper for blacksmiths 
and caipenters, which, at that period, must have 
been an alnxost invaluable appendage to a farm- 
house. The, Doctor complained to us that he had 
lately lost nearly the.whole of his ducks ao4 geese; 
which had been devoured by a large species of 
tprtoise. This animal creeping on the bottom of 
liif pondy seizes the unsuspecting fowls by the 
J^et, and dragging tViem . uu^^v ^^\j^x, eats them^ 



NaRTH AMERfCAf STl 

at its leisure. The Doctor had a respectable esta- 
blishment for the education of his children; having 
«n extensive lilM'ary, widi a pair of large globes, 
and an amiable young woman from England as 
tutoress^ who was well qualified for her office^ his 
children, being mostly girls. 

Bth Month, IQth. I went over to Philadelphia; 
and having had several pressing invitations from 
'S>octor G. who had been a fellow-student with 
my brother William at Edinburgh^ I dined with 
him. The Doctor is one amongst the few of that 
profession^ who retain their integrity by continu- 
ing to be consistent members of our society; and 
he is a very useful member of the monthly meeting 
to> which he belongs. In* the afternoon I spent a 
little time at John Elliott's and Samuel Fisher's^; 
and took my farewell of them all^ with sentiments 
of esteem, and of gratitude for the many instances 
of their kind attentions to me. While in this city^ I 
received letters fipom my wife and family down to 
the 6tii Month l6th^ with satisfactory accounts of 
their welfare. 

eth Month, 20th. O. J. having kindly offered 
me* a seat in his carriage^ I accompanied him to 
the annual general meeting in the Vall^; at which 
a great number of friends and others attended'} 
indeed^ a great many more than the house; though 
large; was able to covtaiiii 
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After meeting, w« accepted an invitation horn 
J. C. 9vd dined at his house^ where we 8at down 
to table with him and hu wi£t^ their aged Cipher 
and modier, ten daughters, and one aon; bei^^i' 
lair sample of aa American farmer's family. I 
was informed that his Aeig^l^our ]>• 6. a reBpeo- 
table farmer^ widi whom I have often been itt 
company, has ten sons and x)ne daughter.. 

Considering the accounts I had read, of the^ 
homely fare and aecommodalions of ^ planters 
in America^ I was strnoli: witl^ ^e number fiad'^ 
^ganee of the earrif^e^ we saw on the road, kk 
going firpm meeting to the house where we dined;, 
part of the way lying through the forest, and some 
part through a country in a high state of cultivsr- 
tion, the prospects were beautifully diversified. 

In our way home, we took tea at the pro"- 
prietor's of an extensive marble * Quarry, ivho« 
Jundly conducted us into it; where we had an op 
portunity of seeing the people at work, in sepa- 
rating^ large blocks from the solid rock. This 
vein of marble, which appeared to be from 15 to 
^ yards in width, runs in the direction. of south- 
east, and north-west, through a stratum of lime* 
Atone, a few fe^ below the surface of the ground; 
a^d it has the appearance of there havii^ beeji' 
0, cleft in the limestone rock, into which the mar^ 
Ue had been gouied ux % \\^d ^Na^. Col«^Il. it; 
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"whose house we were generously .entertained, and 
who is owner of the quarry, informed us that he 
had sold thirteen thousand cubic feet from it in 
one year, at 4 s. 6 d. per foot. The weather being 
fine, and our little party consisting of several 
agreeable men and women friends^ the day was 
spent very pleasantly. 

8/A Monthj 2Q,d. A. B. a friend from England, 
paid me a visit, having some prospect of taking a 
farm in this neighbourhood. His predecessors 
for several generations,^ had lived upon a farm on 
Delamere Forest in Cheshire ; but th6 steward to 
the present proprietor, having turned him oflf the 
farm, he, with his widowed mother, and seveial 
sisters and a brother, had lately come over to 
America, with the view of taRing and managing a 
cheese farm, upon the Cheshire plan. 

Bth Month, 23d. I accompanied A. B. to 
G. A.'s, in order to have some conversation with 
him respecting a farm he had to let, and to view it* 
This farm was- in a good state of cultivation, with 
an excellent house, a very large barn, and stabling 
for many horses> with other conveniences on an 
extensive scaler The spring house, or dairy, ia 
particular, struck my attention, having a trench of 
spring water, about 2 feet wide and 4 or 5 inches 
deep, running all round the room, paved at the 
bistttom, and inclosed at the sides with abibs of 
white marbki. 



I have before obser ved^ tibut in the spring wa» 
t^r wbichsurroiinda the floor of the dairies in thb 
country, are placed the vessels which contain the 
ipilk, 8ic. and' all is thus preserved sweet and cool, 
in the hottest part of the summer, Anoth^ 
couvenisncy I BOticed in this fsurm^yard, was aii 
appendage to the hog-sty, being a vault, near 
which was a stream of water, all within the ipclo- 
sure wherein the hogs were confined. The advsfn- 
tages and coinfort thus resulting to these animals, ia 
hot weather, must be obvious. On this farm, wa$ 
also an exce*llent orchard of several acres, the trees 
of which were at this time in their prime, and 
now in full bearing, and having been planted by 
the late Governor MiiBin> whose residence was 
here, they were well selected. Such abundance 
of fine fruit I never before beheld, in the same 
compass of ground"; two or three of the best trees 
were literally broken dbwu wiih the weight of the' 
fruit. The rent G- A. proposed for this farnv 
with all these appendages^ waa about £Off. p^ 
acre ; and> the quantity being short of 100 acres, 
ihe rent would anzouut to little more than legtf 
interest foe tfee^ itnoney which ha4 beei^ expended 
in buil(Ungr. As it was not more than an hoar's 
Eide from Philadelphia, and the land of good qua? 
lity, I thought the price very reasonable. 

Sih MofUh^ Q4th. I attended Merion meetn^. 
m the foreuooay and m ^<& \&x«rDtfy»L'si«ted aii4 
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^i*ank tea with John Parish^ in company witii 
£. J. Most of the afternoon we sat m the piazza 
in front of flie house, at Woodside, -where we had 
a fine view of Philadelphia^ the Jerseys,- and the 
intervening country. We were much entertained 
^dth the little Humming Birds; flying about the 
lowers near our seats. 

Bth Month, 27th. My business requiring that 
% should see a person who was at the Yellow 
Springs, I this day took a ride thither. At the 
inn where I breakfasted, which was the General 
Paoli Tavern, I met with a family who had landed 
tt few days before in Philadelphia, and were now 
on their way to tfie Ohio. As they spoke neidi^ 
£nglish nor French, I was unable to make oi^ 
from what part of the continent of Europe they 
ccame ; but, from their dress, I supposed from 
Switzerland. The men wore a plain jacket and 
browsers, with very large sdiallow crowned hats ; 
and the women had their hair plaited in long braids^ 
^.hich hung down their backs, with jackets and 
petticoats just the re^icerse of the fashions of the pre- 
•sent day. Altogether they had the appearance of a 
Ktout, hardy race, and, hi this company, I understood 
ahere were four generations. The master of the 
inn informed me that he had reason to believe they 
Jiad a very large property with them, in the wag- 
gons in which tbey tittvelled. On my arrival at 
ibe Yellow Springs^ I bathed and drank the waters^ 
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which are I believe, a chalybeate. In the «v6iim(; 
I returned to Merion, where I lodged, but was 
kept awake for a while in reflecting on the wide 
wasting effects of war, probably in consequence of 
meeting with the fomily •of strangers at the Paoli 
Tavern. That spot was rendered &mous by the de- 
struction, as is said, of some hundred Americans, 
who lay encamped there, and were surprized in the 
dead of the night by a detachment of the English 
army, and put to the sword. The consequence of 

which was, I have been informed, that a party of 
English met with tbefiame fate in a similar way, from 
the swords of the Americans, on the Banks of Hud- 
son River, hi addition to diat^vent, I understood, 
from the master of the km, iiiat the family of 
strangers I had mentioned, all of whom appeared 
to be persons of respectability, had been compelled 
to seek shelter in a foreign land, to avoid the 
scourge of the sword, which had%recently over- 
whelmed their country^ 

How little de the potentates of the world ana 
their ministers, calculate on the miseries they pro- 
duce. And ah ! how little do they consider what 
responsibility, in the nature of things, they must 
inevitably entail upon themselves in a future state 
of being. 

Sih Month, QSth, was spent in Ph^delphia, 
Where I dined w\\ii T- S* ^«d ^aid a farewdl visit 
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to liis famSy, whose kindness and hospitality I 
have frequently experiencecL 

Sth Months ^th. The afternoon of this day 
uras agreeably spent in the company of O. J. his 
mother, and sisters, at their country residence ; 
and, after passing <a pleasant evening in their so- 
ciety, I took my £nal farewell of them, writh 
sentiments of gratitude for .their attention and hos* 
pitality to me^' who was a stranger amongst tfaenu 

. StJi Monthf SOth and Slsf, wefe employed in 
taking leave of a number of friends in the neigh- 
bourhood of Merion, to whom I feel under great 
obligation, for their kmdness and attention to me, 
during my residence in this quarter. The after- 
noon of the latter day I drank tea at R. J.'s, i» 
company with him and several other friends. In 
die evening we took, in all probability, a final fare- 
well of each other, with many expi'essic^ns of af- 
fection on their part, which were equally felt on 
my own ; having contracted a sincere regard for 
the little company of friends resident at Merion. 

Qth Monthf 1st. This morning I left Merion 
Ton my way to New- York, in order to take my 
passage for England, being accompanied by A. B. 
In my way I passed through Philadelphia, but 
l?eing limited fw time, I had opportunity of calling 

A a 
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upon only a few friejads ; some of wkom kindly 
attended nie to the BurliogtOB packet^ yfhkk lay 
at Arch-street wharf. I. and J. P. two generous 
hearted young men, ren^ained with me until ^e 
put off iiyto the Delaware^ and spread b<i&r «a^s to 
the wind, whidi in aibont one hoar and a half 
wafted us safe to Burlington ; a distaece of near 
20 miles. Here I called upon G, and S. D. J. 
H. and several other friends, who felt dear to 
me in the prospect of [Kirtkig with them, peiiiaps 
never to see them more in this state of being. 
After taking an affectionate farewell of them, A.B. 
and myself set out in , the stage for Amboy, and 
passed thi*ough Crosswicks. Here fi iends have a 
large well-built meeting-house^ with a jsdxwl and 
other conveniences on a large «cale. We lodged 
tiiat night at Cranbury. One of our companions 
in the stage, was a person of the name of Reckless, 
who informed me that he was a descendant of the 
Sheriff of that name, fojmerly of Nottingham, and 
mentioned by George Fox in his Journal. This 
family have increased in number and consequence 
since coming into America, and have founded a 
town which bears their name. 

Qth Month, Qd, We came safe to Amboy, and, 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, set sail for 
New- York; yet, having but little wind, we did 
not reach the Narrows till after dark. The wind 
beginning to bloNV \ev^ sVit^w^ > >iv^ C^i^tain of the 
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Packet thonght it unsafe to attempt passing them; 
he therefore put the ship about, with an intention 
to run into Princes Bay, and there lie at anchor 
till next mommg, being a' distance of near 20 
miles. As we were running before the wind, at 
< the rate of 6 miles an .hour, in the dead of the 
night, with a very rough sea, the vessel sud- 
denly struck against something which immediately 
stopped her progress; Slud she swung round with 
great violence and noise. At the first alarm I ran 
wpon deck, when I found that our vessel had riui 
foul of another, which was lying at anchor; and 
our bowsprit was entangled in the rigging of the 
other shipv This so broke the force of the shock, 
that we sustained but little damage, and in a short 
time got clear of each other. We had great cause 
to be thankful for so signal a preservation, many 
vessels having been lost, with the people in them> 
when in much less apparent danger than we were 
on this occasion. 

9th Motithy Sd. After lying at anchor several 
hours, at day-light we again made sail for New- 
York, where we were met by some of our friends 
at the wharf, and I again took up my quartern at 
my kind friend S. P.'s.» 

9th Month, 5th. Yesterday I called upon se- 
veral of my friends to take leave of them, and this 
day, accompanied by J. W. and T. W. I went on 
board the Oliver Elsworth, with a \iew o€ \a!kvaf|^ 

A a a 
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my passage for Liverpool ; and being satisfieil, 
both with the Captain and the ship, I concluded 
to go in her, and paid my passage accordingly. 
In the afternoon, J. M. having kindly offered me 
a seat in his carriage, I rode with him to his 
country house, and was generously entertained 
under his hospitable roof^ 

Qth Month, 6th. This mommg I went out wifli 
J. M. to attend upon a black man, who had come 
from New- York, to treat for the purchase of a 
chaise which J. M. wished to sell, having lately 
purchased a new one upon a different construction. 
In conversation, I gathered a little of the history 
of this black man, who, by his industry and ma- 
nagement, had acquired a considemble freehold 
property in houses in the city, and' could now, 
witli propriety, indulge his family with the convex 
niency of a chaise. 

A few years past he was in very low circum- 
stances, but coming under the notice of J. M. 
who has been, I believe> amongst the foremost in 
befriending the poor blacks^ he was put for- 
ward and assisted in business^ and with so much 
success, that he is now become a very respectable 
tradesman'. Indeed he ranks much higher than many 
of those, who have so strenuously contended that 
tlie poor bla.cks are little or nothing removed from 
^ the. brute creation ; and that they may be bought, 
6oId, and degvvxded, ^^WNVw^weUher the feeliogs 
aor faculties o£ me\x» ?iV) ^x\o\»Qi>a& S& ^^a& \^^ 
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tihat I have met with slave merchants, who were 
far inferior to this black person; in the faculties 
of the mind. 

After a pleasant morning thus spent at J. M.'s^ 
he brought me to New- York, and shewed me 
through the cellars of his ^tensive brewery in 
that city. The remaining part of the day, was 
spent in preparations for my voyage to England. 

Qth Month, 7th. TTiis moniing I attended New* 
York meeting, and afterwards dined at my cousin 
'B. B.'s ; and drank tea and ^pent the evening witk 
some other of my friends* 

The afternoon meeting was disturbed this day,, 
by a singular character, who, I understood, was 
often very troublesome. After the meeting had 
«at some time in silence, be got up, and, with a 
loud voice and violent gesticulation, declared that 
he came there that day, in order to bear his solemn, 
testimony against Bilent meetings., 

Qth Month, Sth. This day was mostly employed 
in packing up my higgage, and putting it on boar4 
die ship. 

Qth Month, Qth. This morning, between si^ 
and seven o'clock, I went on board the Oliver 
Elsworth, attended by several friends of New-York> 
who kindly accompanied us, and remained until 
the ship weighed anchor about eight o'clock. % 

A.a 3 
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^ then took a final farewell of '^ this delightfol 
land/' in which^ although I have' met with manj 
things to try my faith and patience, I have 
nevertheless met '\Vith kind-hearted, affectionate 
friends ; n^any of whom feel nearer and dearer to 
me than I. have language to express; and whose 
kindness and hospitality, I trust, will never be 
effaced from my memory. 

Although a voyage to America may be consi-- 
dered as a laborious and perilous undertaking, yet 
I have thought myself well repaid, in the pleasing 
event of many amiable and worthy friends having 
thereby been added to thfe list of my acquaintance! 
whom, in all probability, I should otherwise never 
have known; and who,, as to myself, would hav# 
been as though they had never been.,. . 

As the. loss of friends by.death or other wise) 
may be'cousidered as one of the. severest of priva- 
tions to a sensible mind ; so, on the other haud> 
any addition to the munber may be truly consir 
dered as ojae of the n^ost.v^iluable acquisitions. 
Yet such are our various propensities, that many, 
lio doubt, look upon thfe satisfaction arising from 
sources of this kind, as little better than the phan- 
toms of the imagination ; and not to be compared 
with the pleasures arising from wealth or worldljf 
honours. 

Having weighed anchor, and got alT sail^ 
jjpread/ we glided gently along, biaiviiig but littfe; 
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Wind. The weather being fine and clear, we had 
a .beautiful autumnal prospect of the country 
around us, all the way dowui to, SandyhooL;: and 
there being no sickness^ among the passengers, we 
enjoyed the scene. Our eompany consisted, of a 
remarkable diversity as to tbfi countries whence 
they came. One came from Delhi in Persia; 
two were Hindoos, a man and woman ; one came 
from Berbice in South,4merica; one from Jamaica; 
one from L^eland; one from Scotland ; four from 
England;, and one ws^s a. military officer from 
Sengal.. Besides these, the Captain and Mate 
of the ship were North Americans, and the ship's 
Ste.Wiard was a native of Germany... 

Notwithstanding this great national variety, ia 
our cabin's company, and a great diversity in reli- 
gious profession, yet considerable harmony pre- 
vailed; which in a great measure arose from the 
constitution of our little republic,. the government 
of which was formed, at the request of the Capr- 
tain, in the outset of the voyage. The plaa 
adopted was to divide the company in the cabii^ 
into three committees, who took the government 
into their hands by turns; each having the direction 
of affairs for a certain number of days in rotation ; 
during which the Steward and Cook applied to jthe 
acting committee for instructions, in all affaify 
relative to eating and drinking.;, these being, matf 
ters m which the judgment of pass^^era ie yeq^ 



likely ta differ; especidly when condisliiig of vix- 
tives of so many difFerent ^arts of the world. The 
Captain foreseeing tlus^ had wisely proposed to a» 
this mode of arrangement, and tho» removed all 
responsibility from himnelf, whilst it left kirn mor^ 
fully at liberty to manage tlie.dbip.. 

A little before we left New- York, there had 
been some very boisterous ^Vcather, tfie effects 
of which we haff an opportunity of noticing, as 
We passed by Sandyiiook ; where we saw several 
Vessels whidh had suffered severely. One in par^ 
ticnlar had l<!rst rfl her masts,, and was endeavour^ 
ing to make her .way to Ntew-York, by means of a 
little canvas spread upon some temporary poles, 
which they had set up. Another had her top-mast 
liroken o% and still hanging by the rigging; how- 
ever tlie weather was then, clear and calm, and for 
several days no sickness appeared amongst us. 
For twelve days we macte but very slow progress; 
but on the thirteenth day we got upon the Bank* 
of Newfoundland, where the vessel Was stopped 
a few hours, during which we took some fish; 
after which we hoisted our sails and cleai-ed the 
(Banks early the next day. ' 

A little before we reached the Bank^, the wea- 
ther being very fine and calm, ^ve discovered a sail 
io the eastward, which, like ourselves, made but 
tery iittle progreis \ ^et, in the course of the fore- 
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noon^ we came within five or six miles of eack 
other, when the wind nearly died away, and the 
sea became as smooth as a fish^-pond. As the ship 
in sight was deemed likely to be coming frona 
^England, some of our people had a great desire to 
get along-side of her, in order to inquire what news 
she brought. The boat was in consequence let 
down into the sea, and the mate and several pas.- 
sengers got in and cowed away, until they had an 
opportunity of getting on board ; when they found 
that she was a ship bound to Philadelphia from 

Sotterdanu 

After leaving this vessel, a young man from 
Manchester having a desire to bathe in the sea, 
all being snaooth and calm^ stripped himself for 
that purpose. The Captain of the Philadelphia 
sliip observing this, took his speaking trumpet, 
and warned him against going into the sea; as they 
had observed a large shark hovering about them 
all the morning ; but the young man supposing he 
was only in jest, paid no regard to him, and leaped 
into the sea,, where he swam about a little time, 
and then got safely into the boat again* How- 
ever, on the boat's approaching our vessel, the 
shark was discovered in company with her, watch-- 
ing for hi3 prey, and he continued hovering round 
our ship for some time. Looking at all the cir« 
cumstances of the case, it may be considered a 
singular and wqnderful preservatiopi that thii|. 
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young man tVas not dcToured; for had he con- 
tinued one minute longer in die \rater, in all pro- 
bility he would have been destroyed. By this 
little excursion of the boat, I saw the extreme 
folly and danger of leaving a ship at sea, even in 
the finest weather; except in cases of absolute 
necessity; for this boat had not got above half 
way to the other ship, when a squall came on with ^ 
a thick haze, by which we lost sight of them, and 
they of us. Had this state of tfie weather con- 
tinued but for a few hours, they, in all likelihood, 
would have been lost. When this alteration in the 
weather took place, and the boat disappeared, I 
confess I was extremely alarmed ; Jtlthough, on the 
company's leaving ihe ship, I gave one of them a; 
small pocket compass, fearing that by some acci- 
dent, they might be separated from us. On ray 
expressing my fears to the Captain, he said that 
he scarcely knew a boat leave' the ship in a calut 
Mke this, but a squall of wind came on*. 

On the 14th day of our voyage, being the ^Si of 
the 9th month, after taking soundings On the Banks^ 
the wind freshened, and being in our favour, we 
sailed about 220 miles, and on the 15th day, the 
wind still increasing, we sailed about 230 'miles in 
our dii^ct course. On the evening, between seven 
and eight o'clock, we descried a ship going right 
before the wind, like ourselves, with all sails set ; 
gad by tea o'clock, \iem« \i\>o\iX Vw^Vwis^ ^asad^ 
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lixilf^ we came up with her^ and passing close by, 
we found her to be the British Packet froiiL 
Halifax.. In passing, M'e ob$erved the men were 
all at their gims, with lighted matches, supposing 
our idiip was an enemy in pursuit of diem. We 
soon lost siglit of them, our vessel being much 
the better sailer. 

On the I'Sth day we sailed near 9^ miles, and 
<m the 17th. day about 140 miles; on the IStli 
rabout 220 miles; on the 19th about 120 miles; 
and on the 20th day about 240 miles. Sailing in 
this rapid manner, the motion of the shif) through 
the waves caMsed a foam as wliite as milk ; a long 
tiain of which might be seen to a great distance 
behind the vessel; and the hissing noise the ship 
produced, excited the idea of a huge mass of red 
hot iron, passing through the water. ' On the 2 1st 
day of our voyage, we sailed about 120 miles; on 
the @2d day about 120, and on the 23d about 250; 
and this day we made soundings off Cape Qear, 
Thus, from the 14th to the 23d, being the space 
of 9 days, we sailed froip soundings to soundings 
on the two sides of ihe Atlantic Ocean ; a veiy 
shoit space of time, to traverse so vast a sea. 
On the 24th day we entered the Channel, and 
early in the niorning passed in sight of Waterford 
Light-house. In the course of the day we also 
passed the Tusco Eocks^ having sailed nearly 120 
miks. 
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On the (215th day, about midnight; we cxsat 
close in with the point of Holyhead ; and> about 
one in the morning, came in sight of the Skerries 
Light-house. This was the last Qight we were out 
at ^ea, and to me it appeared by far the most 
dangerous ; for the wind being very high, and the 
tide running very strong along thid rocky coast^ 
made so much noise, that the seamen were unable 
to hear the Captain give his commands; and being 
close in with the Isle of Anglesea^ we appeared to 
be completely land-locked^ 

As I stood by the Captain, he requested me to 
peach the speaking trumpet, which was the only 
time he had occasion to make use of it for this 
purpose during the voyage. All was agitation 
and bustle for a time; the loud roaring of the 
winds and waves was such, that, even aided by 
the speaking trumpet, it was with difBculty the 
Captain could make himself heard by the poor 
seamen, who were aloft in the rigging, using every 
exertion to keep the ship from driving upon the 
rocks; with the wind blowing right upon them. 

I had now crossed the Atlantic four times, but 
had not before heard so loud an uproar of winds 
and waves as at this period ; which, I suppose, was 
in pait owing to the tide at tliis time running out 
with violence round the point of Holyhead, and 
adding to the louA YvowXm^ oi \\x^ v<uids in the 
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neighbouring tnountains, which dien appeared 
nearly to surround us. These were to nie the- 
most awftil moments, I had experienced, in all my 
travels, and, by those who know any thing of the 
coast, our situation may be more easily conceived 
than I can describe it. As the ship was thus with 
difficulty working her way through tlie discordant 
elements, every moment in danger of striking upon 
the rocks, we happily came in sight of the Skerrie* 
lights^ which removed all our fears. To be re- 
lieved from a situation of such great anxiety and 
danger^ was indeed cause of thankfulness^ and I 
trust wiU not soon be forgotten. 

Although there were neither moon not star^ 
risible, yet the bleak mountains aroimd us were 
distinctly seen, and at times did not appear to be 
more than a stone's cast from the ship ; but this 
appearance was in all probability deceptive, as it 
was scarcely possible we could have escaped ship- 
wreck, had we really been so near the rocks. 

Immediately after comhig in sight of the Lights^ 
a signal gun wa» fired from our ship; and in a few 
minutes a pilot-boat came alongside us, and we 
took a Pilot on board. The wind about this time 
subsiding, we gently made our way up the Channel ; 
and early in the morning, cast anchor ofF the 
Cheshire coast, where we remained till day-liglit 
of the 26th day of our voyage, bdu^lVi^ ^vV^^^Nkv^^ 
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10th Month. On arising and going upon deck, 
I found ive were surrounded by a fleet of near 20 
sail of shipS; several of them, like oursdv^, h&ag 
•from America, and all waiting th^ return of the 

tide. 

The morning being wana and fine, after so 
tempestuous a night, we enjojed the prospect 
around us ; and, about elcSven o'clock, we and the 
rest of the vessek in ccmipanj, weij^ied anchor. 
Having but little wind,. mo«t of our sails were 
spread to it, andw« gently made our way to the 
Mersey. In this interval, our cabin company all 
sat down to dinner together. Notwithstanding 
we were so diversified, both with respect to 
country and to habits, and manners; yet, having 
been so closely confined within die narrow limiti 
of the ship ; daily eating and drinkiiq; together, 
and being sharers in every danger,^ an attachment 
was produced, so that I oonld not avoid feeling.a 
sensation of seriousness in the reflection, that diis 
was, in all likelihood, the last time we should meet 
together again in this world. 

• 
I have sometimes thought it a little semarkaUe, 
tliat of all the variety of people we had on board, 
if I except a near relation, I received more ^ind«- 
ness and attention from the poor Hindoo man, 
though he was in the station of a servant, than 
from any other person. Altbou^ he did not 
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bear the uanie of a Christiaa; yet ia Christian 
virtues, he fur excelled many who bear the 
name; and . I sometimes was ready to wish I 
CQfild have, entered iolp his thoughts when he 
heardf as was sometimes the case^ some of our 
Chiistian passengers, advocating the justice and 
propriety of N^o slavery. He himself was of a 
dauplsier fajue than manj slaves. 



» , 
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Oni.my .iis«ving:.l!he- sbip^ lliere vvere divers 
articles-Jiiiiicfeitwas oiQt necessary 4ould pass the 
Custom«lioiute; and- vebach Iwished Ip tal^e with 
me ^mj'iteimi^VL^'VSL Xaverppoi* ^ On: getting 
these matters together^ and being about to have 
ihen^ taken away^ wkk the permui^i^^f the o£9icer 
4m hoas49,{l icnwi^aucpriled'lset-thii kind Hindoo 
vteppii^forward^ anA msMtmg upon taking them. 
to iWy qWiiPtfffi in .^0 tow% \iflMM^ h^ ddUveited. 
ihem safely Mt tbe-house of.niy H^^ixm^ tf distance 
of more than a mile from the diip, without accept- 
ii^r||B}&; -tf^M : l«war^ thaifc' tlu^iiiaiM^ticHi of 
diping a-iMnd oi|^Ge..l^.iMe lid bd^ved to- be his 
fiiend. X^e .ai:t|cles -bs took^ were mostly natural 
curiosities^ wilb.sOiB^ie specimems of Indian inge^ 
unity.; sy^^I i9«%entertfine4y with the interest which 
iseemed to j^ 4^x(at|^ in .the peojxl^ wha stood 
gazing ^t this friendly Indian^ as he traversed the 
Streets with his burden; both himself and his load 
being equally objects of- attrition to the curious* 

, • Bb fi .• 
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It is ever a matter of deep legret to see mettj 
'utio profess to be believers is liie. Gospd of 
Christ; and ivho have had'the privilq^eof lead- 
ing it, and judging of its excelleitco^ rdetesing 
tliemsclvcs by the practice of every mean and 
sordid vice, allowed by the selfish policy of '-fte 
wvorld: on Uie other hand, it is exceaKfiiigly plea»* 
iiig to behold those, whom, because tliejr ba^ae-Mit 
had the same privileges, vi^e are ready to deaigiiate- 
by the aames of Heathebs and Infidek; imt ^lAo,' 
by regarding tfie. ItKW in ttiemdviesi beceae'eiian- 
ples of many excellent Christian Virlaee: Tlms^ 
manifesting that CM is no respectar of ptra^ns. 

Being fiiVMred 6nea more 4o set fool -on my 
native land, for which I have great cause to be 
tfaankfol, J. W; and myself walked np to ny 
relation's at Mile-end, where we met widi a 
Hospitable and iffectiomite reception. 

After spendilig Ais nj|^t jmd Aie fore part of 
the following day widi d^em, we set oat in the 
long coach for Manchester* In obsenrif^ die 
extreme oppression exercised iqpon the poor horses, 
in diese heavy carriages, I fomid m giMt draw- 
back from die pleasure wbieh othanvise wovld 
have been derived from travc(Ning4iy land* 

' We got safe to Manchester die same. evening, 
H liere we lodged, and ead^ the next momingi we 
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again took coach, aad set off for Sheffield, \\herc 
we wiefe favoured to arrive safe and well in the 
evenuig; and I had the heartfelt satisfaction oi 
once more joining my family and friends, after ait' 
absence of more than two years. 

In this "period I had travelled upwards of ted 
#iOui(a^ 'miles, without meeting with any unplea- 
^iit. aidcident. When I consider that in this 
spaced- 1 twice '^tossed the Atlantic Ocean, and 
tbat Bometihies my way lay through the uneleared 
forests of America^ where I often met with va- 
rious tribes of what are called Savage Indians,^! 
want language to express the feelings of gratitude 
which often arise in my breast, for my numerous 
preservations and unmerited favours* 

■ .--'! "^ . * ■ 

HNIS. 
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